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Reader, that the Fables contained in this 

Treatiſe, though but little known in 
our Part of the World, are in many of the 
Eaſtern Nations, at this Time, univerſally 
read, and eſteemed an ineſtimable Treaſure 
of Knowledge and Inſtruction; and that 
the Author is ſo highly admired there, that 
Pilpay, for ſo he was called, is with them a 
Name as much honoured as that of Æſop in 
many other Nations. 

This Pilpay was an Indian Philoſopher, a 
Man of high Rank in that Nation, and of 
great Renown for his Wiſdom throughout all 
the Eaſt ; he was of that Sec Which the Na- 
tives of thoſe Places call Bramins, a Name 
like that of the Magi or Druids of ſome 
other Nations, expreſſing, that thoſe who 
are honoured with it are Perſons of extraor- 
dinary Learning and Wiſdom. 

This renown'd Philoſopher compoſed this 
little Work while he governed a Part of 
Indoſtan, under the Sovereignty of the moſt 


2 potent 


1 may not be improper to inform the 
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potent Monarch Dabſchelim. Pilpay has 
diſplayed all his Wiſdom in this little Piece; 
and according to the Cuſtom of the Eaſtern 

People, who never teach but in Parables, 
be & here lays before all Kings and Princes the 

eſt and wiſeſt Methods of governing their 

Subjects, couched under the Diſguiſe of 
Hiſtories of Things which happened among 
Birds and Beaſts, as well as thoſe of his 
own Species. 

Dabſabelim for a long time kept this 
Work as a great Secret, and left it as a moſt 
Jacred Ireaſure to his Succeſſors, among 
whom it remained unknown to all the 

World beſide, till the Reign of Nouſcbirvan 
King of Perſia. 

Ibis Prince, who was a Man of great 
Wiſdom and Curioſity, having heard much 
Talk of the Book, ſent his principal Phyſi- 
clan, a Man in whoſe Fidelity and Addreſs 
he could confide, to the Indies, on purpoſe 
to procure ,a; Copy of it. The Phyſician 
diſcharged hjonſelf of his Truſt, to the great 
Satisfaction ↄf his Maſter, brought him the 
Book into Perſia; and being a Perſon who 
perfectly underſtood the Indian Language, 
tranſlated the Fables into the ancient Perſian 
Tongue ; and this was the firſt public Edi- 
tion of this molt excellent Work. 

Many Ages after. this, the Arabians, af- 
ter they had conquered the fineſt —_— 
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of the Eaſt, and began to poliſh the Rude- 


neſs of their Manners with the Ornaments 
of Learning, not only endeavoured to ren- 
der their Language copious and delightful, 
but invited into their Country the moſt wiſe 
and learned Perſons of all the Nations of 
the World; to whom they gave great Re- 
wards for tranſlating the moſt remarkable 
Books of every Country. And at this Time 
Aboul Haſſan Abdalla Almanſor tranſlated 


_ theſe Fables out of the Perſian into Arabic 


by order of Abou-Giafar Almanſor, the Abaſ- 


d. | 


N 


This Tranſlation was ſoon after attended 


by another into the Perſſan, by Command 
of Naſreb Ben Abmad. And after all theſe, 
Naſrallah, Ben Mahoumed, Ben Abdelbamed, 
tranſlated them alſo into the ſame Language. 
This laſt Tranſlation is greatly ſuperior to 
all the others, and is the very Edition now 


uſed throughout a great Part of the Eaſt, 


and from this (a Copy of which was ſome 
Years ago brought over by a Gentleman 
who had travelled over thoſe Countries) the 
Tranſlation we preſent the Reader with, was 
originally made, Thoſe who are not igno- 
rant of the various Tranſlations of 4riſtotle, 
Euclid, and: Ptolemy, into Greek, Syriac, 
Arabic, and other Languages, will not be 
ſurprized at the ſeveral Tranſlations of this 
Book: It is a Thing which frequently hap- 
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pens to good and uſeful Books; and th 
will eſteem this the more for it, ſince fre- 
quent Tranſlations are the more certain Evi- 
dences of the Excellency of a Work. Nor 
ſhould we omit to mention in this Place, 
thar the learned Bezourg Ommid, in his An- 
ſwers to Choſrou upon the moſt intricate 
Doubts and puzling Queſtions, while he 
makes uſe of theſe Fables, gives a laſt- 
ing Proof of their Value and general Uti- 
—_ 
| There is no need of going far to pro ve 
the great Uſe of this way of conveying 


Inſtruction by Fables. What muſt give | 
an everlaſting and alone ſufficient Sanction 


and Honour to it 1s, that it was the Prac- 
tice obſerved by the Saviour of the 
World among thoſe to whom he ſpoke : 
To whom, as the Goſpel tells us, he ex- 
plained himſelf particularly in Parables. 
And if we have Occaſion to ſeek farther 
back than that, the Fable or Parable in 
the ſacred Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, 
of the Trees chuſing themſelves a King, 
as it is recited in the Second Book of Kincs, 
is a ſufficient Teſtimony of the Honour 
done to this allegorica] way of Writing. 
And ſince that time the ems have ſo con- 
tinued this manner of expreſſing their 
Senſe, and unfolding their Doctrines, that 
the Eſteem they had it in, cannot be con- 

_  cealed 
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cealed from thoſe who have peruſed their 
Writings. In the Talmud, Bereſchit, Rab- 
ba, Zobar, &c. they make the Waters, 
Mountains, Trees, and Letters themſelves 

1 . 

The reſt of the Orientals have in this 
alſq followed the Example of the He- 
brews ; the Indians had our Author; and 
the Parables of Sandbaber are ſtill extant 
in the Hebrew. The Egyptians and Nu- 
bians have their Lochman, the moſt an- 
cient of all the reſt, ſince Mirthond in his 
firſt Volume makes him cotemporary with 
David. And the Arabians alſo have a 
large Book of Fables, which is in great 
Reputation among them; and the Author 
of which is highly applauded by their falſe 
Prophet. 

The Eſteem for this manner of Writing 
became afterwards ſo great in the World, 
that the Greeks became Imitators of the 
Eaſtern Nations in it. And this cannot 
be doubted by any, fince the Greeks them- 
ſelves acknowledge that they derived this 
ſort of Learning from Aſop, who was an 


Oriental, Among the modern Writers, 


the excellent Mr. Addiſon obſerves, * That 
Fables were the firſt Pieces of Wit that 
* made their Appearance in the World, 
© and have been {till highly valued, not 


only in times of the greateſt Simplicity, 
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but among the moſt polite Ages of Man- 
kind. And in other Places, That Al- 
© legories, when well choſen are like ſo 
many Tracks of Light in a Diſcourſe 
< that make every thing about them clear 
and beautiful.“ And even ſpeaks with 
Honour of that kind of Writing, wherein 
the Poet quite loſes Sight of Nature, and 
entertains his Readers Imagination with 
Characters and Actions of ſuch Perſons as 
have no Exiſtence but what the Author 
beſtows upon them. Let this juſtify our 
excellent Author in his Fable of the An- 
gel, Ruler of the Sea, and whatever other 
are his bolder Paſſages. 

That Fable in general has been the 
moſt ancient of all ways of inſtructing, 1s 
unqueſtionable; and it has always been ſo 
well received, that to condemn it, 1s de- 
claring againſt the common Senſe of Man- 
kind. Young People, as another very ex- 
cellent Author obſerves, are exceeding fond 
of Fables; and it is good to take Advan- 
tage of that Fondneſs for honeſt Purpoſes. 

And the Fables of this Author have 
this particular Advantage, that thro* the 
whole Book one- is made the Introduc- 
tion to another, in ſuch manner, that it 
is not eaſy, when once enter*d on read- 
ing it, to leave off before the End of a 
Chapter, 

This 
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This has been by ſome objected, to, as a 
Faultin the Work, but I cannot help think- 
ing that it 1s one of its greateſt Beauties. 
This manner of making one Story intro- 
duce another, has ever been admired as one 
of the greateſt Beauties of Ovid's Metamor- 
phoſis, and is plainly here of greater Ule, 
as in the Works of this kind of other Au- 
thors, when a Perſon has read one Fable, 
which 1s a detached Piece, and has no De- 
pendance on the reſt, he has done, and his 
Mind is fatisfied ; whereas here when a 
young Perſon has read one Fable, the Au- 
thor has ſo contriv'd it, that his Curioſity 
is excited to go thro? another, and ſo on to 
the End of that Chapter; in which alſo 
by the excellent Contrivance of the Author, 
the ſame Set of Morals are inculcated in a 
Variety of beautiful Relations. 

But we ſhall now leave the Reader to 
make his own Reflections, obſerving only 
this in general, That one of the Reaſons 
which obliged theEaſtern People to make uſe 
of Fables in their Inſtructions and Admont- 
tions was, That the Eaſtern Monarchies be- 
ing ſor the moſt part abſolute, their Sub- 
jects were always reſtrained from Freedom 
of Speech. The Reſult of which was, that 
being an ingenious People, they found out 
this way, whereby they might be able, 
without expoſing their Lives to imminent 

A 5 Danger 
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viii . 
Danger to inform, and adviſe their Princes 
of what moſt nearly concerned the Welfare 
both of themſelves and their Subjects, and 
inftruct them, without giving Offence, in 
the Paths of Virtue, Honour and true 
Glory. 
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INTRODUCTION. | 
1 Owards the Eaſtern Confines of Chi- 


na there once reigned a Monarch, 

whoſe Renown, as well for Arms as 
Wiſdom and Virtue, ſpread far and near, 
through all the Countries of the Eaſt, and 
made him the Admiration of all that Part of 
the World. The greateſt Princes of the 
Eaſt were ſubject to his Dominion, and Ad- 
mirers of his Virtues. He was attended like 
Cobadan, and lodged like Poaſhti* ; potent 
as Alexander, and armed like Darius. His 
Council was compoſed of Perſons of Inte- 
grity and Learning ; his Riches were im- 
menſe, his Arms numerous, and himſelf 


* Cohadan and Poaſbti were two Eaſtern Princes, 


famous for their Conqueſts and Magnificence through 
all that Part of the World. 


both 


1 
both valiant and juſt. Rebels felt his Anger, 
and his Soldiers imitated his Valour; his 
Juſt ice humbled the Pride of Tyrants, while 
his Good neſs ſuccoured the Miſerable. In 
a Word, under the Empire of Humayon- 


Fal, . ſo this virtuous Prince was called, 
the — were happy, becauſe every where 


tñrohgfout his vaſt Dominions the moſt 
ſtrict Search was made after the Wicked, 
and Care taken to puniſh them as Enemies 
to the public Tranquillity. 


Juſtice ought io be the Rule of every Prince” 'A 
Actions, who deſires his Kingdom and his 


Throne ſhould be eſtabliſhed like the Reſidence 
of the Supreme; and whatever Monarch omits 
19 adminiſter Puniſhments to Vice, and Re- 
wards to Virtue, let him be aſſured his Domi- 
nions will not be long ſecure from Ruin. 

Good Kings generally make good Ser- 


vants, and ſo it happened to this excellent 


Monarch; for he had a Vizir, or Prime 
Miniſter, who loved the People like a real 


Father; he was merciful and compaſſionate; 
and bis Counſels, like Tapers, gave light 


into the moſt hidden Secrets. His Name 
was Gnogeſtebrai, that is to ſay, ſucceſsful 
Counſel, and very properly was he ſo cal- 


led, ſince by his Underſtanding he had ren- 
The King ne- 


dered the Kingdom happy, 
ver undertook. any Enterprize without firſt 
conſulting him. He did every thing by his 
Advice, for he found that without it no- 
thing proſpered. 


It 
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It happened that once as the Monarch 
attended by this Vizir had been hunting, af- 
ter the Pleaſure and Sport of their Exerciſe 
were over, the King was for returning to his 
Palace: But the Heat of the Sun was ſo 
violently ſcorching, that he told the Vizir, 


he was not able to endure it: To which 


the Vizir anſwered, That if it were his Ma- 


1 jeſty's Pleaſure, he might go to the Foot of 


a certain neighbouring Mountain where he 
would be ſure of cool Shade, and the re- 
freſhing Breezes of the Wind; and there 
they might pleaſantly ſpend the Heat of the 
Day. The King followed his Advice, and 
in a little time they got to the Place, where 
the Coolneſs, cauſed by the Shade of ſeveral 
Trees that Nature feemed to have taken de- 
light to plant by the Sides of a Number of 
winding Brooks and Fountains, made them 
forget the Heat which they had endured 
upon the open Road. The King finding 
the Covert very delightful, ſat down upon 
the Graſs, and falling into a Contemplation .. 
of the Works of the great Creator of all 
Things, admired the inimitable Painting 
of the Flowers and other Productions of 
Nature that offered themſelves to his Sight. 
As he was with this moſt laudable View' 


looking about him, he ſpied at ſome little 


Diſtance the Trunk of a Tree, which the 
Rottenneſs of the Wood declated to be de- 
cayed, and very old, in which there was a 
Swarm of Bees that were making Honey: 
| | B 2 Upon 
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Upon this, having never ſeen an Object of 
this Kind before, he could not avoid aſking 
the Vizir, what thoſe little Creatures were? 
Moſt Sovereign Monarch, replied that Mi- 
niſter, thoſe little Creatures are very benefi- 
cial, and ofa thouſand Uſes in Society; and 
are in the higheſt Degree remarkable for the 
Order of their Government, They have a 
King among them, who is bigger than the 
reſt, and whom they all obey ; he reſides in 
a little ſquare Apartment, and has his Vizirs, 
his Porters, his Serjeants, and his Guards ; 
the Induſtry of theſe, and all his other Of- 
ficers, and People in general, is ſuch, that 
they frame every one for themſelves a little | 
ſx-cornered Chamber of Wax, the Angles 
of which differ not at all in Shape or De- 
menſions, but are ſo exactly made to an- 
ſwer one another, that the moſt expert Geo- 
metrician could not range them with more 
Regularity. Theſe little Chambers finiſhed, 
the Vizir takes of them an Oath of Fidelity 
that they are never to defile themſelves. 
According to which Promiſe, they never 
light but upon the Branches of Roſe-buſhes 
or odoriferous Flowers, ſo that their Food 
which is aerial, and of the Quinteſſenee of 
Flowers, is digeſted in a little time, and 
changed into a Subſtance of a ſweet and 
pleaſing Taſte, When they return Home 
the Porters ſmell to them, and if they have 
no ill Scent about them they are permitted 
to enter; but if they have any 1 
Smell 
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Smell they kill them: Or if they negligent- 
ly ſuffer any one that has an ill Scent to 
enter, and the King happens to ſmell it, he 
ſends for the Porters and puts them and the 
Offender to death at the ſame time. If any 
ſtrange Fly endeavours to enter this Com- 
munity, the Porters oppoſe him, and if he 
ſecks to come in by Violence he is put to 
death. Hiſtorians alſo report to us, Great 
Emperor] that Poaſhti learnt to build his 
Palace, to have Vizirs, Porters, Guards and 
Officers, from theſe little Creatures. 

When the King had heard the Vizir thus 
diſcourſe, he went near the Tree, ſtood ſtil] 


to behold the little Animals at Work, and 


after he had well conſidered them, declared 
aloud his Admiration to ſee a Society of In- 


ſects fo well governed. His Vizir behold- 
ing him wrapt up in Aſtoniſhment, ad- 


dreſſed himſelf to him in this Manner: Sir, 
ſaid he, all this good Order depends only 


upon the good Counſel and prudent Con- 


duct of wiſe and able Miniſters, well affect- 
ed to their Prince, and Lovers of the public 
Peace; theſe are the Perſons that always 
preſerve an Empire in a flouriſhing Condi- 
tion : And whenever theſe Things are men- 
tioned, we ought to remember the ſtrongeſt 
Inſtance of this Maxim ever known, which 
was in the Conduct of the Great Dabſchel im, 
who wholly entruſted the Government of 
his Kingdoms to the good Counſels of that 
| B 3 Miracle 


(6) 
Miracle of Wiſdom the Bramin Pilpay; in- 
ſomuch, that by the Guidance of that Mi- 
niſter, he reign'd in Peace and the greateſt 
Proſperity, and earthly Happineſs, while 
he lived, and dying left to his Poſterity a 
Name for ever to be remembered with E- 
ſteem and Honour, | | 

When the King heard him pronounce th 
Names of Dabſchelim and Pilpay, he felt in 
himſelf the Motions of a more than ordi- 
nary Joy. I have, ſaid he to the Vizir, for 
a long time moſt earneſtly deſired to hear 
the Story of that Bramin's Government, but 
never yet could meet with an Opportunity 

to ſatisfy myſelf, nor ever imagined that 
you knew their Hiſtory. I am now more 
happy than I could expect, and deſire you 
will immediately relate to me the Story, that 
my Kingdom may be eſtabliſhed in Happi- 
neſs by the Maxims of that venerable Phi- 
loſopher. On this Command of the Mo- 
narch the Vizir thus entered on the Hiſtory. 


CHAP, 


SS 


CHAP. I. 


FoRTUNE favours the Bord. 


— uw 


* 


The Story of DABSCHELIM and PIL AV. 


Sca-coaſt, and over a valt Extent of 

Country thereabouts, there reign'd a 
Prince, whoſe Miniſters (Perſons of Juſtice, 
Wiſdom, and Underſtanding) by their Councils 
rendered the Subjects happy, and always ſucceſſ. 
fully brought to paſs the juſt Deſigns of the So- 
vereign. This excellent Prince was an Enemy 
of Oppreſſion; nor could the Wicked ever gain 
their Ends in his Dominions. He was called 
Dabſchelin (a Name moſt proper for ſuch a Prince, 
as ſignifying in their Language, a Great King ). 


( 0* the Banks of the Indus, towards the 


His Puiſſance was ſuch, that he undertook none 


but extraordinary Enterprizes, and thoſe always 
juſt, and on honeſt and honourable Grounds, to 
relieve the Diſtreſſed, or puniſh the proud Op- 
preſſor, were the only Occaſions of his entering 
on War. His Army was compoſed of ten thou- 
ſand Elephants ; valiant and experienced Soldiers 
he had about him in great Numbers, and his 
Treaſures were kept full to ſupport them. This 
rendered him formidable to his Enemies, and 
procured the Repoſe of his People, of whom he 
took a particular Care, hearing their Complaints 
and Differences, compoſing their Quarrels, and 
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making himſelf the Arbitrator of their Diſputes, 
without any reſpect to his Greatneſs or ſuperior 
Rank. He never forſook the Intereſts of his Peo- 
ple, but referred their Affairs, when of too long 


and intricate a Nature to come under his own 


Cognizance, to the Debates and Deciſions of Men 
of Juſtice and Equity. When he had taken this 
good Order for the Government of his Domi- 
nions, he lived in Tranquillity, and ſpent his Days 


with Happineſs and Content. Tt happened that 
this wiſe and glorious Monarch, one Day, when 


he had been for a long time entertained with di- 


vers Diſcourſes upon the ſeveral Sciences, and 


the Uſe they, and the Principles of Equity and 
Honour, muſt be of in the well-governing a Peo- 
ple, laid himſelf down upon his Bed to = 
ſome Relaxation to his Mind; which he had no 
ſooner done, but he ſaw in a Dream a Figure full 
of Light and Majeſty, which approaching toward 
him with a Look of Benevolence, and the high- 


eſt Favour, ſpoke in the following Manner: 


You have done this Day as a good Prince ought to do, 
and you ſhall be rewarded for it. To-morroto, by 
Break of Day, get on Horſeback, and ride toward the 

aſt, where you ſhall find an ineſtimable Treaſure, by 
the means of which you ſhall, as you deſerve, exceed 
in Glory and Honour all other Men, Immediately 


the Figure diſappeared, and Dabſchelim awaking 


with a Heart full of Joy and Gratitude, mounted 


one of his beſt Horſes, and rode directly Eaſt- 


ward, He paſſed in his Way through ſeveral in- 


habited Places, but at length arrived in a De- 


1 


7 


= 


fart, where viewing the Country, and caſting his 
Eyes on every Side, to diſcover his expected Hap- 
pineſs, he perceived, at a little Diſtance” before 
him, a Mountain that reached above the Clouds, 
at the Foot of which he ſpied a Cave, obſcure, 
dark, and black within, as the Hearts of wicked 

= Men. 


91 
Men. Without it he ſaw ſitting a Man, whoſe 
Aſpe& ſufficiently ſhewed the Auſterity of his 
Life, The King had a great Deſire to ride up 
to him, when the old Man underſtanding his In- 
tention, came forward, and breaking Silence, 
addreſſed himſelf tothe Monarch in theſe Words : 


Sir, ſaid he, though my ſmall Cottage be no- 


thing like to your magnificent Palace, yet it is 
an ancient Cuſtom for Kings, out of their Good- 
neſs, to come and viſit the Poor. The Looks 
of great Men caſt down upon the mean, aug- 
ment their own Grandeur. I joy to ſee the 
greateſt and the wiſeſt Monarch in the Eaſt not 
forget this ancient Cuſtom. And, O ! ſupreme 
and magnificent Prince, let it not raiſe a Bluſh 


in thee to caſt thy Royal Looks on my low E- 
ſtate, when thou remembereſt that Szlomon, in 


the midſt of all his Glory and Magnificence, 
vouchſafed to caſt his Eyes upon the little Ants. 

Dabſchelim was pleaſed with the old Man's Ci- 
vility, and alighted from his Horſe to diſcourſe 


with him. After he had talked to him of divers 
things, as he was going to take his leave, the ve- 


nerable Sage ſurprized him with the following 
Words : Sir, ſaid he, 'tis not for a poor Man, 
as I am, to offer any Refreſhment to ſo great-a 
Prince as you; but permit me to tell you that I 
have a Preſent, if your Majeſty pleaſes to accept 
it, which has deſcended to me from Father to 
Son, and which is appointed for you; it is a 
Treaſure which I have here by me, though I 
know not my ſelf exactly the Place where it now 
lies ; but if your Majeſty thinks it worth your 
Acceptance, command your Servants to ſeek 
for it. Dabſchelim, hearing theſe Words, re- 
counted his Dream to the good old Man, who 


rejoiced extremely to find that his Intentions in | 


beſtowing his Treaſure were conformable to the 
3 Will 
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Will of the ſupreme Power by whom he was 


intruſted with it. 


The King now commanded his Servants to 
ſearch for the Treaſure round about the Cave, 
and in a little time they diſcovered it, and brought 


before the King a vaſt number of Cheſts and Cof- 
fers full of Gold, Silver, and Jewels. Among 


the reſt, there was one Cheſt of a ſmaller Size 


than the others, which was bound about with ſe- 


veral Bars of Iron, and faſtened with a Multitude 
of Padlocks, the Keys of which were not to be 
found, notwithſtanding all the Care and Dili- 
gence that was uſed to ſeek them. This highly 
increaſed the Monarch's Curioſity. There muſt 
be ſomething, ſaid he, in this little Caſket much 


more precious than Jewels, ſince it is ſo ſtrongly 
and carefully barred and locked. A Smith was 


now procured, and the Caſket being broke open, 


there was found within it another ſmall Trunk 
of Gold, ſet all over with precious Stones, and 
Within that yet another leſſer Box; this the King 
ordered to be delivered into his own Hands, 
When this little Box was opened, he found 
therein a Piece of white Sattin, upon which 


were written ſome Lines in the Syriac Language. 


Dab ſchelim was aſtoniſhed at the Accident, and in 
great Perplexity to know what the Words might 


fignify. Some ſaid, it was the Will of the 
Owher of the Treaſure ; and others, that it was 


a Taliſman, or ſome Charm for the Preſervation 
of it. After every one had delivered his Opi- 


nion, *twas the King's Pleaſure that Enquiry 
ſhould be made for ſome Perſon who was able 
to interpret the Meaning of the Lines ; and after 
long Search, a Perſon was found who perfectly 
underſtood all the Oriental Languages, who, 
when he had looked over it, ſaid to the King, 
Sir, this Writing is to a Prince, indeed, an in- 

eſtimable 
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the well governing a People ; and how nearly it 
particularly concerns yourſelf, Oh ! King! per- 
mit me to ſhew, by reading to you what it con- 
tains, The King bidding him read aloud, he 


then began as follows: | 
The Writing of the great King Houſchenk, ft with 


his Treaſures. 
1 King Houſchenk, have diſpoſed of this Treaſure 
1 for the Uſe of the great King Dab/chelim, un- 
derſtanding, by a viſionary Revelation, him to be 
the Perſon for whom it is deſigned ; and among 
the precious Stones I have concealed this my laſt 
Will and Teſtament, by way of Inſtruction to 


eſtimable Treaſure ; it contains the Rules, Ad- 
monitions and Inſtructions of a great King, for 


him, to let him know that it is not for Men of 


Reaſon and Underſtanding to be dazled with the 


Luſtre of glittering Treaſures. Riches are but 
borrow'd Conveniencies, and are to be repaid to 
our Succeſſors. The Pleaſures of this World 
are charming, but they are not eternal. This 


Teſtament is a Thing of much more real Uſe 


than all theſe Treaſures: It is an Abridgment of 
the good Rules proper to regulate the Conduct 


of Kings; and he muſt be a wiſe Prince who re- 
gulates his Conduct by theſe Inſtructions, which# ,Þ 


are in Number fourteen. | 

I. That he never diſcard bis domeſtic Servants at 
the Solicitation of other Perſons, For he that is 
near the Perſon of a King, will never want ſome 
who will be envious and jealous of his Happineſs ; 
and when they ſee that the King has any Affection 
for him, will not cezſe, by a thouſand Calum- 
nies, if it can be done, to render him odious to 
his Maſter, 


II. That he never ſuffer in his Preſence Flatterers 


%* 


ver Railers ; for theſe People are always ſeeking 


Occaſions 


Y 
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Occaſions of Diſturbance. Tis better to exter- 
minate ſuch People from the Earth, than to let 
them be a Trouble to human Society, - | 
III. That he always preſerve his Miniſters. an 
Grandes, if it be poſſible, im a right Underfland- 
ing with one another; to the End that they may 
unanimouſly labour for the Good and Welfare 
of the State. n 
IV. That he never truſt to the Submiffions of his 
Enemies. The more Affection they teſtify, and 
the louder Proteſtations they make of their Ser- 
vices, the more Artifices and Villanies are to be 
miſtruſted in them. There is no relying upon the 
Friendſhip of an Enemy; he is to be ſhunned when 
he approaches with the Countenance of a Friend, 
as the Syren who puts on Charms but with an 
Intent to deſtroy. | | 
V. When a Man has once acquired what he has 
erigently ſought after, let him preſerve it carefully ; 
for we have not every Day the ſame Opportunity to 
gain what we deſire. And when we have not pre- 
ſerved what we have once acquired, we have 
nothing left us but the Vexation of having loſt it. 
We cannot fetch the Arrow back which we have once 
ier iy, though we ſhould eat our Fingers for Madneſs, 
= VI. That we never ought to be too haſly in Buſi- 
efs ; but on the other Side, before we put any 
Enterprize in Execution, it behoveth us to 
weigh and examine what we are going to do, 
* Things done in haſte and with a precipitate Raſn- 
1 neſs, come frequently to a miſchievous Conclu- 
1 ſion. He repents in vain who cannot recall what 
it he has done amils, 
TEE: VII. That a Wan never deſpife grod Counſel, and 
1 Prudence. If there be a Neceſſity for him to 
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6 make Peace with his Enemies, in order to deli- 
17 ver himſelf out of their Hands, let him do it 
1 without Delay. 

VIII. To 


[13] 
VIII. To avoid the Company of Difſemblers, and 
never to hearken to their ſmooth Speeches; for as in 
their Boſoms they carry nothing but the Plants 
of Enmity, they can never bring forth the 
Fruits of Friendſhip. | | 
IX. To be merciful, Never let a Monarch in- 
flict a Puniſhment on his Subjects or Servants 
for Faults committed through Infirmity : For a 
merciful Prince upon Earth is an as Angel in Hea- 


| ven. We ought to conſider the Weakneſs of 
Men, and-in Charity and Goodneſs to conceal 
their,Defe&s. Subjects have always committed 
; rh, and Kings have always pardoned them, 
YH whe they have only committed the Faults which 
; the common Frailties of human Nature have be- 
a trayed them into. ml 
X. Not to procure the Harm or Injury of any 
's Perſon. On the other hand, we ought to do 
; our Neighbour all the Good we can. F yen d 
0 Good, Good will be done to you; but if you do Evil, 
= the ſame will be meaſured back to you gan. 
e | XI. That a King ſeth not after any thing that 
k. may be below his Dignity, or a Subject -what is con- 
ce trary to his Genius or Nature. There are many 
5. Perſons who. let alone their own Affaits, to in- 
1— trude themſelves into other People's Buſineß 
y and at laſt do nothing at all. The Crow would | 
to needs learn to fly like the Partridge; it was 
o. Way of flying which he could never attain?s 
h- and in attempting to learn it, he forgot his W n. 
u- XII. Ze be Ma mild and affable Temper, Mild- ' 
at neſs in Society, is like Salt in our Food: As 
3 A>alt ſeaſons and gives a Reliſh to all Meat, the 
nd other gives Content to every body. The Sword 
to of Steel is not ſo ſharp as the Sword of Mild- 
li- neſs; it vanquiſhes even invincible Armies. 
it XIII. For a King to ſeek out faithful Miniſters, 


and never ts admit inte his Service or Councils 
To |  Knaves 
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Nuaves and Decervers, By wiſe and honeft Mi- 
niſters the Kingdom will be kept ſafe, and the 
King's Secrets will never be reveal'd. | 

XIV. Never to be diſturbed at the Accidents of 
the World. A Man of Reſolution and true Cou- 
rage ſuffers all Adverſities with a ſettled For- 
titude, and relies upon the Providence of Hea- 
ven, while a Fool minds nothing but his Paſtime 
and his Pleaſure, | 

There are ſeveral Fables of excellent Inſtruc- 
tion founded on every one of theſe Heads, 
which if the King will hear, he muſt go zg the 
Mountain Serandib * which was the ManSn of 
our Fathers, andthere all the Hiſtories compoſed 
to illuſtrate and explain theſe Admonitions will 
be related to him, and every Queſtion that can 
come mto his Heart to aſk concerning the 


making his People happy, will be anſwered as 


from an Oracle of Heaven, 


When the learned Man had done reading, Dab- 


Pcebelim caught him in his Arms and eagerly em- 


braced him; and having received back again the 


Piece of Sattin, which he took with the moſt 


rofound Reſpect, he tied it about his Arm, ſay- 


es at the ſame time, I was promiſed indeed a 


orldly Treaſure, but beſide I have found a 
reaſure of Secrets. Heaven has favoured me 


: 4 with plenty of its Bleſſings, for which my grate- 


ful Sou! now offers its moſt humble Adorations 
and Praiſes, Having ſaid this, he ordered the 
Gold and Silver to be diſtributed to the Poor, 
and returned to his Palace, where all that Night 
he did nothing but ruminate upon the Joarney 
which he was to make to Seraudib. Bet, 
* A vaſt Mountain, famous for the Reſidence of 
many of the learned Men of the Eaſt, FA 
e 
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The next Morning by Sun-riſe, Dab/chelim ſen? 
for two of his principal Miniſters, in whom he 
had a great Confidence : To theſe he diſcovered 
his Dream, and what had afterwards befallen 
him, and told them he had a moſt earneſt Incli- 
nation to make a Journey to Serandib. I have 
for a long time, ſaid he, taken this Courſe, to 
adviſe with my Council before I undertook any 
of my Enterprizes, and in this alſo I am willing 
to refer myſelf to your Judgments. And now I 
have told you my Intentions, and the Reaſon of 
them, I conjure you by your Honours, and the 


Efteem- I have for you, to tell me what you 


think, as a Prince who knows his Duty to be 
the Care of his Subjects, I ought to do on this 
Occaſion. The two Minifters deſired the Re- 
mainder of the Day and the Night following, to 
conſider the whole Matter, that they. might not 
without due Deliberation give their Anſwer in a 
Thing of ſo high Concernment. Dabſchelim 
granted their Requeſt, and the next Day they 
came to wait upon the King; and every one be- 
ing ſeated in their Places, ſo ſoon as the Mo- 


narch made them the Sign to ſpeak, the Grand 


ven upon his Knees and thus began. 


4 


Sir, In my Opinion this Tourney is like to Bemo 
painful than profitable, Your Majefly is to conſider, 
that the Perſon who undertakes long Fourneys, re- 
nounces at the ſame time his Repaſe ; and to this your 


Majeſin is not ignorant of the Dangers and Hazards 
to which the Roads are ſubjeft. is not for a Per- 
fon of Diſcretion to change his Quiet and Eaſe for 
Labour and Diſturbance. Permit me, on this Occa- 
ſion, to call to your Majeſty's Remembrance the Fable 
of the Pidgeon that would needs be a Traveller, and 
the Dangers which he met with. 


FABLE 


[1 
n 
I 
| 
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FABLE 1 
The TRAVELLING PI bes zon. 


HERE were once in a certain Part of 

your Majeſty's Dominions two Pidgeons, 
a Male and a Female, which had been hatched 
from the ſame Brood of Eggs, and bred up to- 
gether afterwards in the ſame Neſt, under the 
Roof of an old Building, in which they lived to- 
gether, in mutual Content and perfect Happineſs, 
ſafely ſheltered from all the Injuries of the Wea- 
ther, and contented with a little Water anda few 
Tares. Tis à Treaſure to live in a Deſart when 
ve enjoy the Happineſs of a Friend; and there is no 
Loſs in quitting for the ſake of ſuch a one, all other 
Company in the World, But it ſeems too of- 
ten the peculiar Buſineſs of Deſtiny to ſeparate 
wr Friends. Of theſe Pidgeons the one was called 


the Beloved, the other the Lover. One Day the 
Toer having an eager Deſire to travel, imparted 
bis Deſign to his Companion. Muſt we always, 
ſaid he, live confined to a Hole? No; be it 
* ., with you as you pleaſe, but for my part re- 
ſeolved to take a Tour about the World” Tra- 
bebllers every Day meet with new Things, and 
acquire Experience; and all the Great and 
Learned among our Anceſtors. have told us, that 
Travelling is the only Means to acquire Know- 
ledge. F the Sword be never unſheathelh, it can 
never. ſhew the Valour of the Perſon that wears it; 
and if the Pen takes not its Run through the Extent 
of a Page, it can never ſhew the Eloquencs of the 
Author that uſes it. The Heavens, by reaſon of 
their perpetual Motion, exceed in Glory and De- 
light the Regions beneath them ; and the dull 
brute Earth is the ſolid Place for all Creatures 
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to tread upon, only becauſe it is immoveable: 
If a Tree could remove itſelf from one Place 
to another, it would neither be afraid of the Saw 
or the Wedge, nor expoſed to the ill Uſage of 
the Wood-mongers. 

All this is true, ſaid the Beloved; but my dear 
Companion, you know not, nor have you ever 
yet undergone the Fatigues of Travel, or do you 
underſtand what it is to live in foreign Countries; 
and believe me, Travelling is a Tree, the chief- 
eſt Fruit of which is Labour and Diſquiet. If 
the Fatigues of travelling are very great, anſwer- 
ed the Lover, they are abundantly rewarded with 
the Pleaſure of ſeeing a thouſand Rarities; and 
when People are once grown accuſtomed to La- 
bour, they look upon it to be no Hardſhip. 

Travelling, replied the Beloved, my dear Come 
panion, is never delightful but when we travel in 
company of our Friends; for when we are at a 
far Diſtance from them, beſides that we are ex- 
poſed to the Injuries of the Weather, we are 
grieved to find ourſelves ſeparated from what we 
love: Therefore take, my Deareſt, the Advice 
which my Tenderneſs ſuggeſts to you: Never 
leave the Place. where you live at Eaſe, nor for- 

ſake the Object of your deareſt Affection. 

If I find theſe Hardſhips unſupportable, replied 
the Lover, believe me I will return in a little 
time : if I do not, be aſſured that I am happy, 
and let the Conſciouſneſs of that make you alſo 
lo. After they had thus reaſoned the Caſe to- 
gether, they went to their Reſt, and meeting the 
next Morning, the Loder being immoveable in 
his Reſolution, took their Leaves of each other, 
and to parted, | WO 

The over left his Hole, like a Bird that had 
made his Eſcape out of a Cage; and as he went 
on his Journey, was raviſhed with Delight at the 

Proſpect 
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Proſpect of the Mountains, Rivers and Gardens, 
which he flew over; and arriving towards Even- 
Ing at the Foot of a little Hill, where ſeveral Ri- 
vulets ſhaded with lovely Trees water'd the ena- 
melled Meadows, he reſolved to ſpend the Night 
in a Place that fo effectually reſembled a terreſ- 
trial Paradiſe, But, alas! how ſoon began he to 
feel the Viciſſitudes of Fortune! Hardly had he 
betaken himſelf to his Repoſe upon a Tree, when 
the Air grew gloomy, and blazing Gleams of 
Lightning began to flaſh againſt his Eyes, while 
the Thunder rattled along the Plains, and became 
doubly terrible by its Ecchoes from the neigh- 
bouring Mountains. The Rain alſo and the Hail 
came down together in whole Torrents, and 
made the poor Pidgeon hop from Bow to Bow, 
beaten, wetted to the Skin, and in continual }. 


Terror of being conſumed in a Flaſh of Light- 
ning. In ſhort, he ſpent the Night fo ill, that 
he already heartily repented his having left his 


Comrade, 
The next Morning, the Sun having diſperſe 


2} * the Clouds, the Lover was prudent enough to 
take his Leave of the Tree, with a full Reſolu- 


tion to make the beſt of his Way home again; 
he had not however flown fifty Yards, when a 
Sparrow-Hawk, with a keen Appetite, perceiving 
our Traveller, purſued him upon the Wing. The 
Pidgeon, ſeeing him at a Diſtance, began to 


tremble; and as he approached nearer, utterly 


deſpairing ever to ſee his Friend again, and no 
leſs ſorry that he had not followed her Advice, | 
proteſted that if ever he eſcaped that Danger, he 
would never more think of travelling. In this 
time the Sparrow-Hawk had overtaken, and was 
Juſt ready to ſeize, him, and tear him in Pieces, 
when a hungry Eagle lancing down with a full 
Stoop upon the Sparrow-Hawk, cried out, * 
| ct 
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let me devour that Pidgeon to ſtay my Stomach, 
till I find ſomething elſe more ſolid. The Spar- 
row-Hawk however no leſs courageous than hun- 
gry, would not, tho? unequal in Strength, give 
way to the Eagle: ſo that the two Birds of Prey 
fell to fighting one with another, and in the 
mean time the poor Pidgeon eſcaped, and per- 
ceiving a Hole ſo ſmall that it would hardly give 
Entrance to a Tit-mouſe, yet made ſhift to 
ſqueeze himſelf into it, and ſo ſpent the Night 
in a World of Fear and Trouble, By Break of 


Day he got out again, but he was now become 


ſo weak for want of Food that he could hardly 
fly ; and to this, he had not yet half recovered 
himſelf from the Fear he was in the Day be- 
fore: As he was however full of Terror, look- 
ing round about him to ſee whether the Sparrow- 
Hawk or the Eagle appeared, he ſpied a Pidgeon 
in a Field, at a ſmall Diſtance, with a great deal 


of Corn ſcattered in the Place where he was © ⁵ 


feeding. The Lover rejoyced at the Sight, drew 
near this happy Pidgeon, as he thought him, and 
without Compliments fell to: But he had hardly 


pecked three Grains before he found himſelf 4 | 


caught by the Legs. The Pleaſures of this World 
indeed are generally but Snares which the Devil lays 


for us. 


Brother, faid the Lover to the other Pidgeon, 
we are both of one and the ſame Species ; where- 
fore then did not you inform me of this Piece of 
Treachery, that I might not have fallen into 
theſe Springes they have laid for us. To which 
the other anſwered, Forbear Complaints, no 
body can prevent his Deſtiny ; nor can all the 


Prudence of Man preſerve him from incvitable 


Accidents. The Loder on this next beſought 
him to teach him ſome Expedient to free him- 


ielf. from the Danger that threatened him. Poor 


innocent 
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innocent Creature, anfwered the other, if 1 
knew any means to do this, doſt thou not think 
J would make uſe of it to deliver myſelf, that ſo 
I might not be the Occaſion of ſurprizing others 
of my fellow Creatures? Alas! unfortunate Friend, 
thou art but too like the young Camel, who 
weary with travelling, cried to his Mother with 
Tears in his Eyes, O Mother without Affection! 
ſtop a little, that J may take Breath and reſt 
myſelf. To whom the Mother replied, O Son 
without Conſideration! ſeeſt thou not that my 
"Bridle is in the Hand of another? Were I at 
Liberty, I would gladly both throw down my 
' Burden, and give thee my Afliſtance : But alas! 


we mult both ſubmit to what we cannot avoid or 


Prevent, Our Traveller perceiving, by this Diſ- 
*courſe, that all Hopes of Relief from others were 
pain, reſolved to rely only on himſelf, and 
ſtrengthened by his own Deſpair, with much 


gering and long fluttering at length broke the 
-— — "Snare, and taking the Benefit of his unexpected 


good Fortune, bent his Flight toward his own 
Country; and fuch was his Joy for having 
- eſcaped ſo great a Danger, that he even forgot 
his Hunger, However at length paſſing through 
u Village, and lighting, merely for a little Ret, 
upon 


. p 


Stone at him, and while the poor Lover was 


dreaming of nothing leſs than of the Harm that- | 


-was ſo near him, hit him ſo terrible a Blow thatihe 
fell quite ſtunn'd into a deep and dry Well that 
was at the Foot of the Wall. By this however 
he eſcaped being made the Countryman's Sup- 
1 4 who not being able to come at his Prey, 


eft it in the Well, and never thought more of 


it, There the Pidgeon remained all the _— 
ong 


Wall that was over-againſt a Field newly 
ſovyn, a Countryman that was keeping the Birds 
from his Corn, perceiving the Pidgeon, flung a 
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long in the Well with a ſaid Heart, and a Wing 
half broken. During the Night his Mis fortunes 
would not permit him to ſleep, and a thouſand 
and a thouſand Times he wiſhed himſelf at Home 
with his Friend; the next Day, however, he ſo 
beſtir'd himſelf, that he got out of the Well, and 
towards Evening arrived at his old Habitation. 

The Beloved hearing the fluttering of her Com- 
panion's Wings, flew forth with a more than or- 
dinary Joy to meet him; but ſeeing him ſo weak 
and in ſo bada Condition, aſked him tenderly the 
reaſon of it: Upon which the Lover told her all 
his Adventures, proteſting heartily to take her 
Advice for the-future, and never to travel more. 


I have recited, concluded the Vizir, this Ex- 
ample to your Majeſty, to diſſuade you from pre- 
ferring the Inconveniencies of travelling, to the 
Repoſe that you enjoy at home, among the. 
Praiſes and Adorations of a loyal and happy Peo- 
ple. Wile Vizir, ſaid the King, I acknowledge 
it a painful thing to travel; but it is no leſs true, 
that there is great and ufeful Knowledge to be 
gained by it. Should a Man be always tied to 
his own Houſe or his own Country, he would 
be deprived of the Sight and Enjoyment of an ins; 
finite Number of noble Things. And to continfle.- 
your allegoric Hiſtory of Birds, the N is 
happy in ſeeing the Beauties of the World, 
while Princes frequently carry them upon their 
Hands, and for that Honour and Pleaſure he quits 
the inglorious Life of the Neſt. On the other 
Hand, the Owl is contemned, becauſe he always 
hides himſelf in ruinous Buildings and dark Holes, 
and delights in nothing but Retirement. The. 
Mind of Man ought to fly abroad and ſoar like 
the Falcon, not hide itſelf like the Owl. He 
that travels renders himſelf acceptable to all the 
| World, 
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World, and Men of Wiſdom and Learning are 
pleaſed with his Converſation. Nothing is more 
clear and limpid than running Water, while ſtag- 
nating Puddles grow think and muddy. Had 
the famous Falcon, that was bred in the Raven's 
Neſt, never flown abroad, he would never have 
been ſo highly advanced. The Vizir on this hum- 
bly beſaught the King to recite that Fable, which he 
did in the following Manner, j 


— 


FABLE II. 
The FALCON and the Raven. 


HERE were once two Falcons which had 
built their Neſts near one another in a 
very high Mountain, from whence they flew e- 
very way round them to ſeek Food for their 
young Ones, One Day as they were flown a- 
broad upon the ſame Deſign, they ſtaid from their 


Neſts a little too long; for, in the mean time, 


one of the young ones, very hungry, put his 
Head ſo far out of the Neſt to look for them, 
that he tumbled over, and fell from the Top to 
the Foot of the Mountain ; at this inſtant a Ra- 
ven that happened to be in that Part met with 
the fallen Youngling, and at firſt took it for a 
Rat which ſome other Raven had accidentally let 


fall ; but, on more Examination, finding by his 


Beak and his Talons that he was-a Bird of Prey, 
he began to have a Kindneſs for him ; and look- 
ing upon himſelf as an Inſtrument ordained by 
Heaven to ſave the helpleſs Creature, carried it 

to bis own Neſt, and bred it up with his own 

young ones, where the Falcon grew every Day 

bigger and bigger, and, coming at length to be 
of Age to make Reflections, nobly began 29 

| ay 
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ſay to himſelf, If I am Brother to theſe Ravens, 
why am I not made as they are? And if I am 
not of their Race and Progeny,” why do I tarry 
here? One Day as he was taken up with theſe 
Meditations, Son, ſaid the Raven to him, I have 
obſerved thee for ſometime to be very ſad and 
penſive: I conjure thee, let me know the Cauſe 
of it: If any thing grieve thee, conceal it not 
from me, for I will endeavour thy Relief and 
Conſolation. I know not myſelf, replied the 
Falcon, the Reaſon of my Deſires, but I have | 
long reſolved to beg your Permiſſion to travel. 
Oh Son, cried the Raven, thou art forming a | 
Deſign in thy young Imagination, which my 
riper Years can inform thee, will create in thee 
an infinite deal of Pains and Danger. Travelling 
ig a Sea that ſwallows up all the World. Wile Peo- 
ple, however, never travel, unleſs it be either 
to get great Eſtates, or becauſe they cannot live 
contented and eaſy at Home: Neither of theſe _ 
two Reaſons, Thanks to Heaven, can, I think, 
have infuſed this Deſign into thy Brain, becauſe 
thou wanteſt for nothing, and why therefore 
would'ſt thou leave us? Thou haſt the abſolute 
Power over thy Brothers and Siſters, and all that 
can do fer thee thou need'ſt but command. It 
is a great Folly, therefore, in thee to quit an 
aſſured Repoſe at Home, to ramble in Search of 
Trouble and Diſquiet in foreign Countries. To 
this the Falcon replied, Sir, what you tell me 
is moſt true, and I take it as a Demonſtration of 
Your paternal Kindneſs for me; but I feel ſome- 
hing within me, which perſuades me that I 

lead a Life here in this Place, not worthy of 
myſelf, The Raven on this could not but ob- 
lerve, that in deſpite of a bad Education, Per- 
lons nobly deſcended are ſtill the Maſters of Sen- 
uments becoming their Birth. He would fain, 

however, 
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however, have put him upon farther Diſcourſe, 
in hopes to wean him from this ſtrong Inclina-- 
tion to travel; and to that Purpoſe, Son, ſaid 
he, my Exhortations are Perſuaſions to Sobriety 
and Contentedneſs; but | thoſe high ſoaring. 


Thoughts of thine, are only the Effects of Ava- 
rice. And let me aſſure thee of this, that who-; .. 
ever is not contented what he has, can never be at 


quiet in his Mind; and I am in the higheſt De- 


gree concerned to find thou art not ſatisfied with 


thy Condition; but take with thee this my friend- 
ly Admonition : Beware leſt what once befel 
the greedy and ambitious Cat ſhould happen to 
thee alſo. The Story is this. 55 


8 CI * 


l nm. 
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* 


| = meagre. She lived in a little Cottage, as dark 


1 Creature had for the Companion of her wretch- 


ed Retirements a Cat meagre and lean as her- 


fſeeif; the poor Creature never ſaw Bread, nor 


begheld the Face of a Stranger, and was forced 


to be contented with only ſmelling the Mice in 
their Holes, or ſeeing the Prints of their Feet 
in the Duſt. If by ſome extraordinary lucky 
Chance this miſerable Animal happened to catch 
a Mouſe, ſhe was like a Beggar that diſcovers a 
Treaſure; her Viſage and her Eyes were inflayged 
with Joy, and that Booty ſerved her for a whole 
Week ; and out of the Exceſs of her Admira- 
tion, and Diſtruſt of her own Happineſs, ſhe 

Would 
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heartily pity thy Condition. 


1251 
would cry out to herſelf, Heavens !-Is this a 
Dream, or is it real? One Day, however, ready 


to die for Hunger, ſhe got upon the Ridge of 


her enchanted Caſtle, which had long been the 
Manfion of Famine for Cats, and ſpied from 
thence another Cat, that was ſtalking upon a 
-Neighbour's Wall like a Lion, walking along as 


if ſhe had been counting her Steps, and fo fat 


that ſhe could hardly go. The old Woman's 
Cat, aſtoniſhed to ſee a Creature of her own 
Species, ſo plump and ſo large, with a loud 
Voice cries out to her purſy Neighbour, In the 
Name of Pity, Speak to me, thou happieſt of the 
Cat-kind ! Why, you look as if you came from 
one of the Khan * of Kathars Feaſts ; I con- 
jure ye, to tell me how, or in what Region it is 
that you get your Skin ſo well ſtuffed ? Where, 
replired the fat One? Why, where ſhould one 


feed well but at a King's Table? I go to the 


Houſe, continued ſhe every Day about Dinner» = 
time, and there I lay my Paws upon ſome deli? 
cious Morſel or other, which ſerves me till the. 88 


next, and then leave enough for an Army (of = 


Mice, which under me live in Peace and Fran- 
quillity ; for why ſhould I commit Murder for 4 


8 &* , a 
. * 
* 


Piece of :ough and ſkinny Mouſe-fleſh, when 1. 


can live on Veniſon at a much eaſier Rate. The 


lean Cat on thls eagerly enquired the Way to 
this Houſe of Plenty, and intreated her plump © 


Neighbour to carry her one Day along with her. 
Moſt willingly, ſaid the fat Puſs, for thou ſeeſt I am 
naturally charitable, and thou art ſo lean that I 
On this Promiſe 
they parted ; and the lean Cat returned to the 
o.d Woman's Chamber, where ſhe told her 
Dame the Story of what had befallen her. The 


A Nobleman of the Eaſt famous for his Hoſpitality. 
C old 
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old Woman prudently endeavoured to diſſuade 
her Cat from proſecuting her Deſign, admoniſh- 
ing her withal to have a Care of being deceived ; 
for, believe me, ſaid ſhe, the Deſires of the 1 
tious are never to be ſatiated, but when their Mouths 
are ſtuffed with the Dirt of their Graves. Sobriety 
| and Temperance are the only Things that truly 
| enrich People. I mult tell thee, poor ſilly Cat, 
| that they who travel to ſatisfy their Ambition, 
have no Knowledge of the good Things they 
poſſeſs, nor are they truly thankful to Heaven for 
what they enjoy, who are not contented with their 
ortune. > 

'The poor ſtarved Cat, however, had con- 
ceived ſo fair an Idea of the King's Table, that 
the old Woman's good Morals, and judicious 
Remonſtrances entered in at one Ear and went 
©. out at the other; in ſhort, ſhe departed next Day 
mJ with the fat Puſs to go to the King's Hguſe ; but 
alas, before ſhe got thither, her Deſtiny had 


L BE. laid a Snare for her. For being a Houſe of | 
>. good Cheer, it was ſo haunted with Cats, that 


he Servants had juſt at this time, Orders to kill 
all the Cats that came near it, by reaſon of a 
great Robbery committed the Night before in the 
King's Larder by ſeveral Grimalkins. The old 


Woman's Cat, however, puſhed on by Hunger, 


entered the Houſe, and no ſooner ſaw a Diſh 


3 of Meat unobſerved by the Cooks, but ſhe made 


'a-Seizure of it, and was doing what for many 
Years ſhe had not done before, that is, heartily 
filling her Belly; but as ſhe was enjoying 
herſelf under the Dreſſer-board, and feeding 


Shy Officers of the Kitchen, miſſing his Break- 
faſt, and ſeeing where the poor Cat was ſolacing 

herſelf with i it, threw his Knife at her with ſuch 

an TOE Hand, _ he ſtuck her full — 2 
re 


rtily upon her ſtolen Morſels, one of the 


__ Condo 
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Breaſt, However, as it has been the Providence 
of Nature, to give this Creature nine Lives in- 
ſtead of one, poor puſs made a Shift to crawl 
away, after ſhe had for ſome time ſhammed dead : 
But, in her Flight obſerving the Blood come 
ſtreaming from her Wound; well, ſaid ſhe, let 
me but eſcape this Accident, and if ever I quit 
my old Hold and my own Mice for all the Rari- 
ties in the King's Kitchen, may I loſe all my 
nine Lives at once. | 

I cite you this Example, to ſhew you, that 
it is better to be contented with what one has, 
than to travel in Search of what Ambition 


prompts us to ſeek for. What you fay, ſaid the 
Falcon, is true, and it is very wholeſome Ad- 


vice ; but it is for mean and low Spirits only to 
confine themſelves always to a little Hole, He 
that aſpires to be a King, muſt begin with the 
Conqueſt of a Kingdom, and he that would meet 


a Crown muſt: go in Search of it. An effemĩ- 7 
nate and lazy Life can never agree with a great 


Soul. 


You are very magnanimous, Son, replied the 


Raven, and I perceive deſign great Conqueſts, 


but let me tell you, your Enterprize cannot ſo 
ſoon be put in Execution: Before you can con- 


quer a Kingdom, you mult get together Arms 
and Armies, and make great Preparations, My 
Talons, replied the Falcon, are Inſtruments ſuf- 
ficient to'bring about my Deſign, and myſelf am 
equal to the Undertaking, Sure you never heard 
the Story of the Warrior; who by his ſingle Va- 


lour became a King? No, replied the Raven, 


therefore, let me hear it from you : On which 
the Falcon related it in this Manner. 


C2 FABLE 
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FABLE IV. 


The poor Man who became a GREAT Kine. | 


T being the Pleaſure of Heaven to reſcue from 
Miſery a Man who lived in extreme Poverty, 
Providence gave him a Son, who from his In, 
fancy ſhewed ſignal Signs, that he would one 
Day come to be a great Man, 'This Infant be- 
came an immediate Bleſſing to the old Man's: 


Houſe, for his Wealth increas'd from Day to 
Day, from the time that the Child was born, 
So ſoon as this young One could ſpeak, he talked 
of nothing but Swords, and Bows and Arrows. | 
The Father ſent him to School, and did all he 

could to infuſe into him a good Reliſh of Learn- 


ing; but he neglected his Book, and devoted his 
Thoughts to nothing but running at the Ring, 
and other warlike Exerciſes with the other 


Children. | 


ERP D e F 


In” 


When he came to Years of Diſcretion, Son, 
faid his Father to him, thou art now paſt the 


ger to fall into Diſorder and Irregularity, if thou 


Age of Childhood, and art in the greateſt Dan- | 


giveſt thyſelf over to thy Paſſions, I therefore | 


"intend to prevent that Accident by marrying thee | 


betimes. Dear Father, replied the Stripling, 


for Heaven's Sake refuſe me not the Miſtreſs } 
which my youthful Years have already made 


choice of. Who is that Miſtreſs, preſently re- 
plied the old Man, with great Earneſtneſs and 
Uneaſineſs, (for he had already looked out for 
him the Daughter of a neighbouring Hind, and 
agreed the Matter with her Father) and what is 
ber Condition ? This is ſhe, the Lad made an- 
fwer, ſhewing his Father a very noble Sword ; 
and by Virtue of this I expect to become _ 
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ſter of a Throne. The Father gave him many 
Reaſons to imagine he diſapproved his Intentions, 
and looked upon them as little better than Madneſs: 
Many a good Lecture followed during the Remain- 
der of the Day; to avoid which for the future, the 
young Hero the next Morning quitted his Father's 
Houſe, and travelled in Search of Opportunities 
to ſignalize his Courage: Many Years he warred 
under the Command of different Monarchs : 
At length, after he had every where ſignalized 
himſelf, not only by his Conduct, but by his 
perſonal Courage, a ee Monarch, who 
with his whole Family, lay beſieged in a ſmall 
Fortreſs, ſent to him to intreat him to accept of 
the Command of all his Forces, to get them to- 
gether, and endeavour to raiſe the Siege, and 
rclieve them; in which, if he ſucceeded, he 
would make him his adopted Son, and the Heir 

of his vaſt Empire: Our young Warrior engaged 
in this, raiſed a vaſt Army, fought the Beſiegers 


in their Trenches, entirely conquered them, and 


was the gainer of a glorious Victory : But, alas ! 
the Heat of the Action made him not perceive \ 
that the Fortreſs in which the King was, was in 
Flames; ſome treacherous Perſons had fired it, 
at the Inſtigation of the General of the Be- 
ſieger's Army, and the King and his whole Fa- 
mily periſhed in the Flames ; the old Monarch 
juſt lived, however, to ſee his Deliverer, and to 
ſettle on him the Inheritance of his Crown. 
The Royal Family being all extin& by this fatal 
2 Calamity, the Nobles ratified the Grant, and our 
illuſtrious Hero lived many Years a great and 
Z glorious Monarch. 8 

I have recited this Example, ſaid the Falcon 
Ito the Raven, that you may underſtand that I alſo 
find myſelf born to undertake great Enterprizes : 
I have a ſtrange foreboding within me, that ſhall 


C3 prove 


ber in his Pounce, began to tear and eat her. 


5 though it were for nothing but to taſte ſuch deli- 


_ PS : 


_— carcſſing himſelf with delicate Morſels ; but on 
==. the fourth, being upon the Top of another | 
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prove no leſs fortunate than this famous War- 
rior; and for this Reaſon can never quit my De- 
ſign. When the Raven perceived him ſo fixed in 
his Reſolution, he conſented to his putting it 
in Execution : Perſuaded that ſo noble a Cou- 
rage would never be guilty of idle or unworthy 
Actions. 

The Falcon having taken his Leave of the 
Raven, and bid Farewell to all his pretended 
Brethren, left the Neſt and flew away; long he 
continued flying, and in love with Liberty, and 
at length ſtopt upon a Mountain; here looking 
round about him, he eſpied a Partridge in the 
fallow Grounds that made all the neighbouring 
Hills reſound with her Note. Preſently the 
Falcon lanced himſelf upon her, and having got 


This is no bad beginning, ſaid he to himſelf; 


10 gate Food, tis better travelling than to lie ſleep- 
ig in a naſty Neſt, and feed upon Carrion as 
Ky Brothers do. Thus he ſpent three Days in | 


Mountain, he ſaw a Company of Men that were | 
Hawking; theſe happened to be the King of the | 
Country with all his Court; and while he was | 
azing upon them, he ſaw their Falcon in pur- 
uit of a Heron. Upon that he pricked forward | 
by a noble Emulation, he flies with all his Force, | 
gets before the King's Falcon, and overtakes the | 
Heron, The King admiring this Agility, com- | 
mands his Falconers to make uſe of all their 
Cunning to catch this noble Bird, which by good 
Luck they did. And in a little Time he ſo en- 
tirely won the Affection of the King, that he 
did him the Honour to carry him uſually upon 
his own Hand, AT 
a 


% > .Downmwo -.... i Ed foo, 


31 ] 5 

Had he always ſtaid in his Neſt, concluded the 
Monarch, this good Fortune had never befallen 
him. And you ſee by this Fable, that it is no 
unprofitable thing to travel. It rouſes the Ge- 
nius of People, and renders them capable of 
noble Atchievements. Dabſcbelim having ended 
his Diſcourſe, the Vizir, after he had made his 
Submiſſions, and paid his Duty according to 
Cuſtom, came forward, and addreſſing himſelf 
to the King, ſaid, Sir, what your Majeſty has 
ſaid, is moſt true, but I cannot but think yet that 
it is not adviſeable that a great, a glorious, and a 
happy King, ſhould quit his Repoſe for the Hard- 
ſhip and Danger of travelling. Men of Cou- 
rage, anſwered the King, delight in Labour, Fa- 
tigue, and Danger, If Kings, who have Power, 
ſtrip not the Thorns from the Roſe-Buſhes, thg 
Poor can never gather the Roſes : and till Prin- 
ces have endured the Inconveniences of Cam- 
Nabe the People can never ſleep in Peace, 

o body can be ſafe in theſe Dominions, while 
thou ſeekeſt nothing but my Eaſe. He that tra. 
vels meets with Reſt, and every thing elſe that 
be deſires, like the Leopard, who by his Pains 
and Diligence, and deſpiſing the Fatigues of 
travelling, acquired what he wiſhed for. Upon 
this, the Vizir humbly beſought the King to re- 


late that Fable to his Slave, which he did in 
theſe Words, 


I 


The LEOPARD and the Lion. 


! bs the Neighbourhood to Baſſora, there was 
a very lovely Iſland in which grew a moſt de- 


lightful Wood, where pleaſing Breezes whiſpered 
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their Love-Stories to the ruſtling Leaves; this 
enchanting Foreſt was watered with ſeveral Foun- 
tains, whence a Number of recreating-Streams 
ran gently winding to every Part of it: In this 
lovely Place there lodged a Leopard ſo. furious, 
that even the moſt __ Lions durſt not ap- 
proach within a League of his Habitation. For 
ſeveral Years his renowned and unequalled Cou- 
rage kept him in Peace within this Iſland with a 
little Leopard that was his Favourite and Heir, 
To whom, ſaid he, one Day, Son ſo ſoon as 
thou ſhalt be ſtrong enough to oppoſe my Ene- 
mies, I will reſign to thee the Care of governing 
this Iſland, and retire into one Corner of it, 


where I will ſpend the Remainder of my Days, 

without Trouble or Moleſtation. But Death ; 

erxoſſed the old Leopard's Deſign : He died when ; 

he leaſt dreamt. of it, and the young One 

> before he expected it ſucceeded him, The an- N 

cent Enemies of the old Leopard no ſooner { 
heard of his Death, and the Weakneſs of his 

= © Succeſfor, but they entered into a League, and n 

1 = together invaded the Iſland: and the young Leo- | 1 

pa, finding himſelf unable to withſtand ſuch | 5 

1 Number of Enemies, made his Eſcape into the 8 

Deſarts, and there ſecured himſelf. In the mean | 

time his Enemies having together made them- L 

ſelves Maſters of the Iſland, every one claimed 4 

| an equal Right to the Sovereignty, and each | 4 

would command in Chief. Thus they fell out, ws 

| and the Buſineſs came to the Deciſion of a au 

| Bloody Battle, wherein the Lion being Victor, 10 


drove all the reſt of his Competitors out of his WF, 

if Territories, and became the ſole and peaceable | , 

"ﬀ Maſter of the Iſland. | 

| Some Years after, the Leopard having de- 

voted his Life to Travel, in one of his Journies | 

meeting an aſſembled Body of Lions in a * 
art 
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Part of the Foreſt, recounted to them his Mis- 
fortunes, and beſought them to aſſiſt him in the 
Recovery of his juſt Inheritance. But the Lions 
who knew full well the Strength of the Uſurper, 
refuſed their Aſſiſtance to the Leopard, and 
replied, Poor ſilly Creature, doſt thou not un- 
derſtand that thy Iſland is now under the Power 
of a Lion ſo redoubted, that the very Birds are 
afraid to fly over his Head? We adviſe thee ra- 
ther, added they, to go and wait upon him ſub- 
miſſively, offer thy Services to, him, and take 
ſome lucky Opportunity privately to revenge the 
Injuries he has done thee. The Leopard followed 
this Counſel,” went to the Lion's Court, and 
there intruding himſelf into the Acquaintance 
of one of the moſt fayourite Domeſtics, by a 
thouſand Careſſes engaged him to give him an 
Opportunity to diſcourſe with his Maſter. When 
be had obtained Permiſſion, he played his Part 
ſo well that the Lion found him to be a Creas 
ture of ſo much Merit, that he conferred a very © 
noble Employment upon him in his Court, and 
in a very little time the Leopard ſo inſinuated 


himſelf into the Lion's Favour, that the firſt 


Grandees of the Court began to grow jealous 
of him. But their Jealouſies were all vain, the 
Lion found him more valuable than them all, 
and in ſpite of all their idle Malice, treated him 
accordingly. It happened ſome time after this, 
that ſome extraordinary Exigence of State called 
away the Lion to a Place far diſtant from the 
Iſland; but the Monarch being now grown lazy, 


had no mind to ſtir out of his delightful Abode 


at a time that the Heat was ſo exceſſive: This 
the Leopard percciving, offered to undertake the 
Voyage himſelf, and after he had obtained Leave, 


Wdeparted, arrived at the Place, diſpatched his 


puſineſs, and returned back to Court with ſuch 
C5 an 
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an unexpected Speed, that the King admiring his 
Diligence, ſaid to thoſe about him, This Leo- 
pard is one whom it is impoſlible for me ſuffi- 
ciently to reward ; he contemns Labour, and 
deſpiſes Hardſhip, ſo it be to procure the Wel- 
fare and Peace of my Dominions. Having ſaid 
this, he ſent for the Leopard, highly applauded 
his Zeal, andin Reward for his Services gave him 
the Government of all his Foreſts, and made him 
his Heir. Now, Vizir, had not the Leopard un- 
- dertaken this Journey, he had never regained 
his Iſland, | 


The Miniſter now finding that it would be 


Impoſſible to diſſuade the King from the Reſolu- 


tion he had taken to travel, ſaid no more to 


Hinder him, and he ſoon prepared for his Journey. | 


During his Abſence he intruſted thoſe Vizirs in 


whom he had the greateſt Confidence with the 

Care of his Dominions, and charged them above 
= all things to be kind and loving to the People. 
After a thouſand Admonitions of this kind, and 
-a ſtrict Care that none but People worthy their 
Office were left in Truſt till his Return, the 
glorious Dab/chelim being at Eaſe within himſelf, | 


and in full Peace of Mind, fet forward with 


ſome of his Courtiers for Serandib, where he at 
length ſafely arrived after a long and painful | 
Journey. When he had given himſelf the Re- 
frethment of a ſhort Repoſe, he began to think | 
of the Buſineſs of his Journey. He ſpent firſt | 
however three Days in walking about and taking 
a full View of the City; then leaving his moſt 
cumberſome Baggage behind, as alſo ſome part 


of his Train, he croſſed the Mountain, which 
he found wonderfully high and ſteep, but envi- 


roned with a great number of pleaſant Gardens 
and lovely Meadows. When he had now 
| crollcd 
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friendly Phyſician ; and that ſome of the Indian 
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croſſed the Mountain and was deſcending on the 
other Side, he perceived a very obſcure Den or 
Cavern, which on his Enquiry the Inhabitants of 
the Mountain told him was the Retirement of a 
certain Hermit, called Bidpay, that is to ſay, the 


Grandees called him Pilpay; that he was a Per- 
ſon of profound Knowledge, and had retired 
from the World in Contempt of the Hurry and 
Vanity of it, and pleaſed himſelf in leading a 
ſolitary Life. This highly increaſed Dabſchelim's 
Curioſity, who therefore went himſelf to the 
Mouth of the Cave, and Pilpay ſeeing him ap- 
proach, went out to meet him, and invited him 
in. The King being entered, the old Bramin 
beſought him to reſt himſelf, and begged leave 4 
to aſk him the Reaſon of his taking ſo long and 4 
dangerous a Journey. 'The King, who had 3 
ſomething of a prophetic Apprehenſion that he | 
{ſhould meet with what he ſought for in his Con- 
verſe with this old Man, recounted to him the 8 
whole Story of his Travels, his Dreams, he WM 
Diſcovery of the Treaſure, and what was con- 7 
tained in the Piece of white Sattin. The Bra- 
min then, with a Look of the higheſt Pleaſure, 
told the King he looked upon thoſe to be a happy WY 
People who lived under his Reign, and that ge 
could not ſufficiently applaud his having contemn- ©: 
ed the Fatigues of a tedious Journey, to acquire 2 
Knowledge for the Felicity of his Subjects. 
Then taking Occaſion from hence, he opened his 
Lips, like a Cabinet of precious Knowledge, and * 
charmed Dabſchelim with his admirable Diſcourſes. 
After ſeveral other things, they talked concern- 
ing Houſchents Letter. Dabſchelim read the Ad- 
monitions which it contained one aſter the 
other: At the End of each Pilpay gave the Fa= * 
bles which ſerved to illuſtrate them, and the Mo- b 
narch heedfully kept them in his Memory. 
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That we ought to avoid the Inſinuations of 
FLATTERERS and BACKBITERS, 


to the Bramin, contained in this moſt 

s ineſtimable Legacy of Moral Precepts, 

is, That Kings ought never to liſten to falſe Reports, 

er the inſinuating Malice ef Flatterers, which never 

produce any thing but Misfortunes, and always bring 
an ill End to ſuch as hearken ta them. Whoever, 
cried the Bramin, obſerves not this Command, 
muſt needs be ignorant of the Fable of the Lion 

and the Ox. Upon which the King being deſirous 

to hear it, Pilpay in the following manner began 


T H E firſt Admonition, ſaid the Monarch 
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FABLE I. 


The MERCHANT and his LEWD CHILDREN ; Be- 
ing the Introduction of the Fable of the Lion and 
- the Ox. | 


| Certain Merchant, a Man well ſkilled in 
the Affairs of the World, falling ſick, and 
perceiving that his Age and his Diſtemper would 
not long permit him to live, called his three 
Sons together, who were very debauched, and 
waſted his Eſtate in Riot and Diſorder, Sons, 
ſaid he, I know you may be in ſome meaſure ex- 
euſed for thus conſuming my Eſtate, inaſmuch 
as that ye know not what it coſt to get it: But 


u becomes you to learn, at leaſt, that Riches 
| ſhould 
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ſhould be only properly made inſtrumental to ac- 
quire the Bleſſings of Heaven and Earth. There 
are three Things that Men of different Tempers 
and Diſpoſitions labour for in this World, with 
more than ordinary Vehemence. The firſt is, 
to enjoy all the Pleaſures of Life; and the 
Seekers after theſe are the People who are ad- 
dicted to Intemperance, and abandon themſelves 
to ſenſual Delight. The ſecond is, to obtain 
high Dignities and Preferments : Thoſe who en- 
deavour after theſe are the Ambitious, who only 
love to command and be admired. 'The third 
is, to acquire more valuable and more laſting 
Joys, the Joys of Heaven ; and to take Delight 
in doing good to others. 'Thoſe who place their 
Happineſs in theſe noble Enjoyments, deſerve 
the higheſt Admiration and Applauſes. But, my 
Sans, there is no Ways to attain this laſt great 
End, but by the Means of Wealth well got. 
Now ſeeing that what we ſeek for in this World 
is not to be had without Money, That, as it can 
procure us whatever we ſearch for, mult be firſt 
of all acquired, and moſt carefully preſerved : 
But they who meet an Eſtate already got to their 
Hands, know not the Trouble of getting it, and 
that's the Reaſon they conſume it ſo prodigally. 
Therefore, dear Children, give over this irregu- 
lar Life, take care of yourſelves, and rather en- 
deavour to increaſe youg Eſtates, than to waſte 
them in theſe idle EMagancies. Father, re- 
plied the eldeſt Son, P's command us to ac- 

uire ; but you ſhould conſiſer that Acquiſition 

epends only upon Fortune. This alſo I am 
perfectly eonvinced "hou we ſhall never want 

O 


what is deſtined us, though we ſhould never ſtiz 
a Foot to obtain it : the other Side, we 


fall never be Maſters of what is not ordained 


for us, though we ſhould torment ourſelves to 
| Death 


[ 38 ] 3 

Death in the endeavouring after it. I remember 
an old Proverb : Whenever I fled what Deſtiny had 
allotted, I always met with it; but whenever 1 ſought 
for that which never was appointed me, I never could 
find it. This is clearly to be ſeen by the Fable 
of the old King's two Sons; of which, one 
diſcovered his Father's Treaſures, and gained the 
Kingdom with little Trouble, while the other 
loſt it, though he did all he could to preferve it. | 
The Father on this deſired that he might hear 
the Story, which his Son rehearſed as follows. 


— 


— — 
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F AN I. K II. 


The Kino and his Two SONS, 


N the Country of Ardos ®, there lived an an- 

cient King who had two Sons, both covetous, 
yet given to Debauchery. This Monarch finding 
the Infirmities of Age encreaſe upon him, and 
that he was haſting to the other World, and con- 
ſidering the Humour of. his two Sons, was much 
afraid that after his Death they would diſſipate in 
idle Expences the vaſt Treaſure which he had | 
© heaped together, and therefore reſolved to hide | 
it. With this Deſign he went to a religious Her- 
mit who had retired from the World in whom © 
he had a very great by OO, By the Coun- | 
ſel of this Hermit the Frealure was buried in the | 
Earth near where the Hegmit dwelt, ſo privately 
that no body kneWany thing of it. This done, 
the King made his Will, which he put into the 
Hermit's Hands, wiel theſe farther Orders. 1 
charge you, ſaid he, gt to reveal this Treaſure | 


* 4rdos is a Province to the North-Eaſt of the River 
Indus. 


to 
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to my Children, when after my Death you ſee 
them in the Diſtreſſes of Poverty. It may be 
added the King, that when they have ſuffered a 
little Hardſhip, they will become more prudent 
in their Conduct. 

The Hermit having promiſed all Fidelity in the 
Obſervance of the King's Commands, the Mo- 
narch returned to his Palace, and in a ſhort time 
after died ; nor did the Hermit long ſurvive him : 
The Treaſure therefore lay concealed, probably 
for ever to continue ſo, in the Hermitage. The 
King being now dead, the Sons could not agree 
about the Succeſſion, This occaſioned a bloody 
War between them ; and the eldeſt, who was the 
more powerful, utterly deſpoiled his younger 
Brather of all that he had. This young Prince 
thus deprived of his Inheritance, fell into a cy 
Melancholy, and reſolved to quit the World, 
To that Purpoſe he left the City, and calling to 
mind the Kindneſs. between his Father and the 
Hermit, There is no other Way for me, ſaid he 
to himſelf, but to find out this honeſt Man, that 
I may learn of him to live as he does, and end 
my Life in Peace and Contentedneſs in his Com- 
pany. With this Reſolution he left the City, but 
coming to the Hermitage, found that the Hermit 
was dead. He was greatly afflicted and diſap- 
pointed at this unexpected Chance, but at length 
came to a Reſolution to live as He had done, and 
accordingly made choice of his Retirement for 
his Habitation, 

Now there was in this Hermitage a Well, 
which had been uſed to ſupply the Place with 
Water, but it was now dry ; to enquire into the 
Cauſe of this, the unhappy Prince ventured to 
let himſelf down to the Bottom of the Well: 
But how great was his Aſtoniſhment, when he 
law the lower Part of it for a great Depth filled 

with 


1 
with his Father's Treaſures. On finding this he 
was thankful to Heaven, and wiſely took up a 
Reſolution to lay out his Money with more Mo- 
deration than he had done before. 

On the other Hand, his Brother, who ſat ſe- 
curely revelling upon his Throne without any 
Care of his People or his Army, imagining with 
himſelf that his Father's Treaſure was hid in the 
Palace, as he had told him upon his Death-bed, 
one Day being at War with a neighbouring 
Prince, was obliged to have recourſe to his ex- 
pected Treaſure, But how was he amazed, after 
he had fought a long time and found nothing : 
This quite diſabled him from raiſing a powerful 
Army, and threw him into a very, great Fit of 
Melancholy, However, making a Virtue of Ne- 
ceſlity, he raiſed what Force he could, and 
marched out of the City to meet and encounter 
his Enemy. The battle was obftinate, and this 
King and his Enemy were both ſlain ; fo that the 
two Armies enraged at the Loſs of their Leaders, 
fell to butcher each other with equal Fury, till 
at length the Generals having agreed together, 
that it would be their better Way to chuſe a mild 
and gentle King for the Government of the State, 
went and found out the young Prince, who was 
retired to the Hermitage, conducted him in great 
Pomp to the Royal Palace, and ſet him upon 
the Throne. 

This Fable ſnews, that it is better for Men to 
rely upon Providence, than to torment them- 
ſelves about the Acquiſition of a thing that was 
never ordained them. When the young Man 
had ended his Fable, All this, ſaid the Father, 
may be true; but all Effects have their Cauſes, 
— he who relies upon Providence without con- 
ſidering theſe, had need to be inſtructed by the 
enſuing Fable. | | 

| FABLE 
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FABLE HL, 


Te DIRVISE, the FALCON, and the Raven. 


Certain Derviſe uſed to relate, that in his 
Youth once paſling through a Wood, and 
admiring the Works of the great Author of Na- 
ture, he ſpied a Falcon that held a Piece of 
Fleſh in his Beak ; and hovering about a Tree, 
tore the Fleſh into Bits, and gave it to a young 
Raven that lay bald and featherleſs in its Neſt. 
| The Derviſe admiring the Bounty of Providence, 
| in a Rapture of Admiration cried out, Behold this 
I poor Bird, that is not able to ſeek out Suſte- 
nence for himſelf, is not however forſaken of 
] its Creator, who ſpreads the whole World like 
o a Table, where all Creatures have their Food 
3 ready provided for them. He extends his Libe- 
I rality fo far, that the Serpent finds where with to 
g live upon the Mountain of Gahen *, Why then 
1 am I ſo greedy, and wherefore do I run to the 
Ends of the Earth, and plow up the Occan for 
Bread? Is it not better that IJ ſhould hencefor- 
ward confine myſelf in Repoſe to ſome little 
Corner, and abandon myſelf to Fortune, Up- 
on this he retired to his Cell, where without put- 
ting himſelf to any farther Trouble for any thing 
in this World, he remained three Days and three 
Nights without Victuals. At laſt, Servant of 
mine, faid the Creator to him in a Dream, know 
thou that all things in this World have their 
Cauſes : and though my Providence can never 
be limited, my Wiſdom requires that Men ſhall 


— 


A Mountain in the Eaſt, famous far a vaſt Number 
of venomous Animals. | 


1 make 
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make uſe of the Means that J have ordained 
them. If thou wouldſt imitate any one of the 
Birds thou haſt ſeen to my Glory, uſe the Ta- 
lents I have given thee, and imitate the Falcon 
that feeds the Raven, and not the Raven that lies 


a Sluggard in his Neſt, and expects his Food 
from another. | 


This Example ſhews us, that we are not to lead 
idle and lazy Lives upon the Pretence of de- 
pending upon Providence. On this the elder 
Son was ſilenced, but the ſecond Son taking upon 
him to ſpeak, ſaid to his Father, You adviſe us, | 
Sir, to labour, and get Eſtates and Riches ; but 
when we have heaped up a great deal of Wealth, 
is it not alſo neceſſary that you inform us what 
we ſhall do with it? *Tis eaſy to acquire Wealth, 
replied the Father, but a difficult thing to expend 
it well. Riches many times prove very fatal ; an 


Inſtance of which you may ſee in the following | 
Fable. "iS ON | 


—— —— 


* 
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FABLE IV. 
The COUNT&RYMAN and ſeveral RA Ts. 


"TV\HERE was once a certain Huſbandman 

who had a Barn full of Corn, which he 
carefully kept cloſe locked up ; not far from this 
lived a Rat, who long laboured on every Side of 
it, endeavouring to make a Hole ſomewhere to 
creep in at. After great Trouble he at length 
found his way into the Barn, where when he had 
thoroughly filled his Belly, amazed at the vaſt 
Treaſures which he ſaw himſelf Maſter of, away 
he ran, full of Joy, and gave Notice of it to 2 
Multitade of other Rats, his Neighbours ; tel-| 
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ing them of his immenſe Riches, but carefully 
concealing the Place where they lay, On the 
News of his good Fortune all the Rats of the 
neighbouring Villages preſently flocked about 
bim, and made him a thouſand Offers of their 
Service, ſcraping and cringing to him, and 
ſoothing him in all the Excurſions of his fan- 
taſtic Humour. The Fool, taking all this for 
Reality,, grew very proud and ſtately, as be- 
lieving himſelf to be ſome extraordinary Perſon 
and never conſidering that this Magazine was not 
to laſt always, began moſt extravagantly to play 
the Prodigal at the poor Huſbandman's Coſt, 
treating his Companions and Flatterers every 
Day with as much as they could cram down. 
At this Juncture of Time there happened in 
the ſame Country ſo terrible a Famine, that the 
Poor cried out for Bread while the Rat lay 


wallowing in Plenty, The Huſbandman now _ 


believing it his Time to make the beſt of his 
Corn, opened his Barn Door ; but finding a 
moſt unexpected Conſumption of his Store, he 
fell into a Paſſion, and preſently removed what 
he had to another Place. The Rat, who looked 
upon himſelf to be ſole Maſter of Miſ- rule in 


the Barn, was then aſleep, but his Paraſites were 


awake, and ſeeing the Huſbandman go and come, 
began to fear there was ſomething the Matter, and 
that they ſhould by and by be murdered for their 
monſtrous Robberies : Upon this they betook 
themſelves every one to Flight, leaving the poor 
cullied Rat faſt a ſleep, not one of them having 
Gratitude enough to give him the leaſt Hint 
of the Danger that threatened him. This is 
the Practice of your ſmell-feaſt Friends: While 
you keep a plentiful Table they are your moſt 
humble and obedient Servants, but when the 
Accommodation fails, like Tartars, they ſeek for 
other 
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other Paſtures, and leave you to Deſtructi- 


on. 
The Rat, however, ſoon after waking, was 
amazed to find none of his Pick-thanks at his 
Elbow, he left his Hole in great Haſte, to know 
the Cauſe, which he too ſoon found out; for 

oing to the Barn and finding all was gone, not 
1 much being left as would ſuffice him for that 
Day, he fell into ſuch a deep Deſpair, that in 


Anger and Diſtraction he beat out his Brains 


againſt the next Wall, and ſo ended his Days. 
This Example, Son, ſhews us that we ought to 
live according to our Income. - 


The ſecond Brother being ſilenced alſo by this 


Story, the youngeſt taking his Turn, ſaid, Fa- 


ther, you have well inſtrufted us how to gain 
Money, and to guard againſt the fooliſh waſting 
it, but now pray inform us, when we have ac- 
quired this Wealth you ſpeak of, what is to be 
done with it? It is to be made uſe of, replied 


the Father, upon all juſt Occaſions ; but more | 
eſpecially for the Conveniencies of Life, ac- 


cording to the Rules of Temperance and Juſtice. 
In the firſt Place, your Expences ought not to 
be ſuch, as afterwards to be repented of by your- 
ſelves, or condemned by others as the Waſte of 
Prodigality: And in the ſecond, it is a good ge- 
neral Rule againſt the other Extreme, that no 
Man ought by his Avarice to render himſelf 
hateful to-the World. | 


The Father having thus exhorted his Children 


to follow his Counſel, they betook themſelves | 


all three to particular Callings. The eldeſt of 
them turned Merchant, and travelled into foreign 
Countries: Among other Goods, which he pur- 
chaſed for the Sake of Trade, he had two Ox- 
en; both the Calves of the ſame Cow ; and 
both very fair and beautiful, the one was called 
-: OM Cuahotorbe, 


27 
1 ſj 
1 
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Cobotorbe and the other Mandebe, Our Merchant 


took great Care to feed up theſe Oxen ; but be- 
cauſe his Journey was long, they in ſpite of their 


good Feeding, before they arrived at the End of 
: it, grew to be weak and lean. While they were 

in this poor Condition they met with a Quag- 
4 mire in the Road, into which Cohotorbe fell, and 
a ſtuck ſo faſt, that the Merchant had much ado to 
get him out again; and even when he had got 
8 him out, he found the poor Beaſt was ſo weak 
i that, being hardly able to ſtand, he was forced 
4 to leave him behind with another Man, till he 
* could recover Strength to continue his Journey: 


This Man, after he had kept him three Days in 
the Deſart, grew weary of his Charge, left Co- 
hotorbe to feed by himſelf, and ſent the Merchant 
Word that his Ox was dead. In a little Time 


torbe having now a little recovered his Fleſh, be- 
gan to enjoy his Liberty, and ramble from one 
| Place to another ; and coming at length into a 
Meadow that pleaſed him very well, ſtayed there 
for ſome Time, living in Eaſe and Plenty ; fo 
that he became, in a little more Time, as fair 
and plump as ever he was before. 


habitants of the Woods round about him tremble, 


believed him to be the moſt potent Sovereign in 
the World. This powerful Monarch of the 
Beaſts, near whom nothing of the Beef-kind had 
ever ventured to approach, when he heard the 
bellowing of our Ox, which was a Noiſe he had 
never heard before, a moſt dreadfut Terror ſeized 
him, and no Motive could fetch him from his 
Den to face this unknown Enemy. Aſhamed, 
however, to diſcover his Fears to his Courtiers, 


after, Mandebe died of over Fatigue, and Coho- 


Not far from this Meadow there dwelt, un- 
known to Cahotorbe, a Lion who made all the In- 


and commanded over ſeveral other Lions, who 
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he pretended an Illneſs that made him unable to 
ſtir out of his Palace. This King of the Woods, 
among the reſt of his domeſtic Servants, had 
two Foxes that were as cunning as two Croco- 
diles, one of which was called Kalila, and the 
other Damna ; theſe were both Beaſts of great 
Intrigue ; but the Latter which was the Male, 
was more proud and more ambitious than the 
former. One Day ſays this inquiſitive Fox to his 
Wife, Pr'ythee, Deary, what is it thinkeſt thou 


alls the King, that he dares not walk abroad as 
he uſed to do? To whom Kalila anſwered, 
Pr'ythee, Dear, let us never trouble ourſclves | 
about theſe Matters; *tis ſufficient for you and I |} 


to live peaceably under his Protection, without 
examining what he does. Tis not for us to 
_ Þrate about State Affairs; and, let me tell you, 
Spouſe, they that meddle with things that no 
way. concern them, are in Danger of the ſame 
Misfortune that befel the Ape. And pray, re- 


plied the Huſband, what was that? To whom |! 


the female Fox made this Reply. 


— 


FALLE V. 


* The CARPENTER and the Ar E. 


n 


N Ape, one Day, ſate ſtaring upon a Car- 


penter who was cleaving a Piece of Wood, 
with two Wedges, which he put into the Cleft 


one after another, as the Split opened. The 


Carpenter ſoon after getting away. to his Din- 


ner, and leaving his Work half done, the Ape 
would needs turn Logcleaver, and coming to 
the Piece of Wood, pulled out one Wedge, 
without putting in the other; ſo that the Wood 
having nothing to keep it aſunder, cloſed im- 

mediately 
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immediately again, and catehing the meddling 
Fool faſt by the two Fore-feet, there held him 
till the ſurly Carpenter returned, who, without 
Ceremony, knocked him on the Head for med- 
dling with his Work, 


This Fable, Spouſe, inſtrafts us, that we 
onght not to meddle with other People's Buſineſs. 
Ah, replied Damna, but theſe are but fooliſh 
Stories; and let me tell you, 'tis not for thoſe 
that ſerve Kings, to be idle : They muſt be al- 
ways endeavouring to advance themſelves, 
Know you not the Fable of the two Companions, 
one of which, by his Induſtry, obtained a 
Crown; while the other, being ſlothful and faint- 
hearted, fell into extreme Miſery. 


FABLE Vi 


The two TRAVELLERS, © 


| HERE were once two Friends, who made 
1 a Reſolution never to leave each other. 


; in purſuance of this, for a long Time, they al. 


ways travelled together. But one Day as they 


were journeying in ſearch of their common Ad- 
vantages, they came to a deep River at the Foot 


of a Hill; and the Place was ſo delightful; that 
they reſolved to reſt themſelves by the Stream. 
After they were well refreſhed, they began to 


look about them, and pleaſe their Eyes with what 


they could diſcover moſt curious in ſo pleaſant a 


Place; and at length caſt their Eyes upon a_ 
white Stone, that contained the following Words 


written in blue Letters. 


Travellers,” we have prepared an excellent LY 
Banquet for your Welcome; but you muſt be 


bold 
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bold and deſerve it before you can obtain it: 
What you are to do is this: Throw yourſelves 
boldly into this Fountain, and ſwim to the other 
Side ; you ſhall there meet with a Lion carved 
in white Stone; this you muſt take upon your 
Shoulders, and without ſtopping run with it to 
the Top of yonder Mountain, never fearing the 
wild Beaſts that ſurround you, nor the Thorns 
that prick your Feet; for be aſſured nothing 


will hurt you: And as ſoon as you are got to 


the Top of the Hill, you will immediately find 
yourſelves in Poſſeſſion of great Felicity : But 
if you ceaſe going forward, you ſhall never come 
to the Happineſs ; nor ſhall the Slothful ever 
attain o what is here prepared for the In- 
duſtrious. 

Then Ganem, for that was the Name of one 
of the two Companions, ſays to Salem, for ſo 
was the other called, Brother here is a Means 
preſcribed us that will put an End to all our Pains 
and Travel; let us take Courage, and try whe- 
ther what this Stone contains be true or falſe. 
Dear Brother, replied Salem, 'tis not for a Man 
of Senſe to give Credit to ſuch an idle Writing 
as this appears to me to be: And in a vain Ex- 
pectation of I know not what uncertain Gain, to 
throw himſelf into evident Danger. Friend, re- 
plied Ganem, They who have Courage contemn 
Danger, to make themſelves happy; there is na 
gathering the Roſe, without being pricked by the 


'Thorns. Be that as it will, anſwered Salem, it 


is but a romantic Valour that prompts us to at- 
tempt Enterprizes, the End of which we know 


not, even though we thould ſucceed : And if we 


are in our Senſes, we mult fee that it is not our 
Buſineſs, for the Sake of a dark Promiſe, to 
throw ourſelves into this Water, that ſeems to be: 
kind of an Abyls, from whence it may not be : 
ealy 
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eaſy to get out again. A rational Man, Brother, 
never moves one of his Feet till the other be 
fixed, Perhaps this Writing may be a meer 
Whimſy, the idle Diverſion of ſome wandering 
Beggar; or even if it ſhould be real, perhaps 
when you have croſſed this River, this Lion of 
Stone may prove ſo heavy, that you may not be 
able to do as you are ordered, and run with it, 
without ſtopping, to the Top of the Mountain. 


But ſuppoſing even that all this were eaſy for 


you to perform, yet truſt me, tis not worth 
while to attempt it ; for when you have done 


whatever is by you to be done, you know not 


what will be the Iffue of your Trouble, For 


my Part I will be no Sharer with you in Dangers 
of this kind, but ſhall uſe all my Rhetoric to 
endeavour to diſſuade you from ſuch idle and 


chimerical Undertakings. No Perſuaſions, re- 
plied Ganem, ſhall make me alter my Reſolution: 
And therefore if you will not follow me, dear 
Friend, at leaſt be pleaſed to ſee me venture. 
Salim, ſecing him ſo reſolute, cried out, deareſt 
Brother, if you are weak enough, in your Rea- 
ſon, to determine on this raſh, and to me diſtract- 
ed, Undertaking, give me a laſt Embrace, and 
farewel for ever; you have refuſed my Admoni- 
tions, and I have not the Power to ſtay and be 
a Witneſs of your Ruin: On this they took a 
parting Embrace ; and Salem, taking his Leave 
of his, as he ſuppoſed, unhappy 'Brother, ſet 
forward upon his Journey. | 

On the other Hand, Ganem went to the Brink 
of the River, reſolving to periſh, or to win the 
Prize, He found it deep, but, ſtrengthened by 
his Courage, he threw himſelf in, and ſwam to 
the other Side. When he had recovered the dry 


Land, he reſted himfelf a while; and then lift» | 
ing up the Lion, which he ſaw before him, with | 
=o . 
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all his Might, ran with it, without ſtopping, to 
the Top of the Mountain. When he had reach- 
ed the Top, he had before him the Proſpect of 
a very fair and glorious City, which, as he was 
attentively viewing, there iſſued from the Lion 
of Stone ſuch. a terrible thundering Noiſe, that 
the Mountain, and all the Places round about it, 
trembled. This Noiſe no ſooner reached the 
Ears of the Inhabitants of the City, but they 
came running up to Ganem, who was not a little 
aſtoniſhed to ſee them; and preſently ſome that 
ſeemed to be ſuperior to the reſt in Quality and 
Degree accoſted him with great Reſpe& and Ce- 


remony; and after they had harangued him with 


many large Encomiums, they ſet him upon a 
Horſe ſumptuouſly capariſoned, conducted him to 
the City, where they made him put on the Royal 


Robes, and proclaimed him King of all the 
Country. When this Ceremony was over, and 


the Inhabitants feemed all very well pleaſed with 
their King, the new Monarch deſired to under- 
ſtand the Reaſon of his Advancement: To which 
they anſwered, that the learned Men of the 
Kingdom had, in regard to the future Happineſs 
of their Country, by virtue of a Taliſman, fo 
charmed the Fountain which he had croſſed, and 
the Lion of Stone, which he carried to the Top 
of the Mountain, that whenever their King died, 
any one who was ſo adventarous as to expoſe 
himſelf to the Hazards he had done, and brought 
the Lion ſafe to the Top of the Mountain, had 


this Reward for his Courage; that the Lion roar» 


ed out ſo prodigiouſly, that the Inhabitants hear- 
ing the Noiſe went forth in ſearch of the Per- 
ſon who had arrived with it, to make him their 
King, 'This Cuſtom, purſued they, has been of 
long Continuance, and was meant to enſure us 
for our King, a Man of Courage and 2 
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and ſince the Lot has fallen upon your Majeſty, 
your Sovereignty is abſolute among us. 


I have rehearſed this Fable to you, Spouſe, 
continued the Male-Fox, to let you underſtand, 
that there is no taſting Pleaſure without Trouble, 
But as Courage and Reſolution you ſee are the 
ſure Ways to Preferment, I am reſolved never 
to give over till J am one of the greateſt Lords 
in the Court. Kalila aſked her Spouſe on this, 
what Means he intended to make uſe of to at- 
tain his Ends? Why you ſee, anſwered Damna, 
that our Sovereign Lord the Lion, ſeems to be 
ſeized with Aſtoniſhment, and great Uneafineſs ; 
now I am determined to attempt, at leaſt, to 
cure him of his Diſquiet. How can'ſt thou pre 
ſume, cried Kalila, to give Counſel to a King, 
that never wert accuſtomed to the Cabals of 
Princes? Perſons of Wit, replied Damna, never 
want either the Means or Induſtry to accompliſh 
their Deſigns. I remember that one Day, a 
Handicraft Tradeſman, who, by his Induſtry and 
Genius, had gained a Kingdom, received a Let- 
ter from a neighbouring Prince, wherein he ex- 
poſtulated with the new King after this Manner: 
Thou that did'/t never handle before any other than a 
Chizzel or a Saw, hoi dar”'ſt thou preſume to govern 
a Kingdom? To which the Carpenter returned for 
Anſwer, He that gave me Wit enough to guide a 
Saw, will alſo give me Judgment to wield a 
Sword ; with which I doubt not but I ſhall be 
able to chaſtiſe the Infolence of any of my too 
arrogant Neighbours. I know very well, replied 
Kalila, my Dear, that you have both Genius and 
Courage ; but let me put you in Mind, that 
Kings do not always cheriſh with their Favours, 
thoſe who have Wit and Merit to deſerve them ; 
but their oldeſt Servants, and ſuch as haye done 
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the State important Service, generally are the 
People who have the greateſt Share of their Fa- 
vours; and as you are but a new Comer, and 
indeed none of the maſt eminent of the King's 
Servants, when you conſider this, which, be- 
lieve me, is the true State of the Caſe, what 
can you pretend to? Value me not, replied 
Damna, on the Merit of what I am at Court at 
preſent ; for let me tell you, I hope, in a ſhort 
Time, to have a much more , conſiderable Em- 
ployment. I well know what are the Methods 
of ingratiating one's ſelf with great Perſons, 
and let me, for your own Sake, inform you, 
That they who aſpire to be admitted into the Ca- 
binets of Princes, ought to have five particular 


Qualifications : Which are, never to be in a Paſ- 
fron; to avoid Pride; not to be covetous ; to be fin- 


cere; and never be aſtoniſhed at the Changes of 
Fortune, Theſe are very good Maxims, replied 
Kalila, in all States of Life; but pray tell me, 
ſuppoſing you were advanced to be the King's 
Favourite, what are the Virtues you would prac- 
tiſe to keep his Eſteem? I would ſerve him, re- 
plied Damna, with a perfect Fidelity; I would 
punctually obey him; and whatever the King 
does, always believe his Intentions good: I 
would perſuade him to do Good, by laying be- 
fore him the Benefit he will receive thereby, and 
diſſuade him from doing whatever may be pre- 
judicial to himſelf or his Kingdom. I find, faid 
Kal;la, thou art reſolved to go on with this De- 
ſign, and muſt needs own thou ſeem'ſt to have 
well qualified thyſelf for it; but yet let me warn 
thee to have a care what thou do'ſt, for 'tis a 
dangerous thing to ſerve a Prince. Wiſe Men 
gay, that there are three Sorts 4 Perſons who are 
wholly deprived of Fudgment : They who are ambi- 


tieus of Preferments in the Courts of Princes: They 
| | ju 
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tho make uſe of Poiſon, to ſhew their Skill in curiny” 
it; and they who entruſt Women with their Secrets; 
A King is well compared to a high Mountain, 
upon which there are Mines of precious Stones, 
and allo numerous Herds of wild devouring 
Beaſts: *Tis a difficult thing to accoſt theſe, 
but more dangerous to inhabit them. Kings are 
alſo well compared to a wide Ocean, wherein 
ſea-faring People generally either make their 
Fortunes, or periſh, I am not ignorant of all 
this, replied Damna im his turn, but know alſo 
that Kings reſemble Fire, which will burn thoſe 
that approach too near it; but let me alſo tell 
thee, Wife, that he who is aftaid to adventure; 
will never come to any thiffg. After this Dif- 
courſe, Damna went to wait upon the Lion, and 
as ſoon as he approached his Preſence, made 
him a profound Reverence. The Lion took 
immediate Notice of him, and aſked who he 
Was. To which ſome of his Courtiers replied, 
that he was ſuch a one, and that his Father had 
a long Time ſerved his Majeſty. Oh, ſaid the 


: King, I now remember him then turning to 
1 Damna, well Friend, ſaid the Monarch very 
5 graciouſly, where do you live ?!——] ſupply my 
1 Father's Place in your Majeſty's Houſhold, re- 
N plied Damna, but till now I never durſt preſume 
d to appear in your Majeſty's Preſence with the 
* Offer of my Service. I hope your Majeſty will 
d not diſdain the Oblation of my faithful Inten- 
er tions, though I am the meaneſt and unworthieſt 
* of your Majeſty's Servants. Dry Wood is ſome- 
rn times as much eſteemed, as a beautiful Tree, 
* The Lion was much pleaſed with Danma's Elo- 


quence, and looking upon bis Courtiers, Wit, 
are ſaid he, reſembles Fire, which will ſhew itſelf, 
| tho? covered with Aſhes, Damna was ſo over- 
Joyed that his Gompliment had pleaſed the Kiig, 
D 3 that 
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that he took his Opportunity to beg a private 
Audience of his Majeſty ; and when they were 
together; Sir, ſaid Damna, firſt let me implore 
your Majeſty's Pardon, for preſuming to ſpeak 
before your Majeſty ; and then, if I may pre- 
ſume ſo far, beſeech your Majeſty to let me 
know the Cauſe of your melancholy Retire- 
ment ; for within theſe few Days I have, with 
great Sorrow, obſerved your Majeſty has not 
been ſo chearful as you were wont to be. Fain 
would the Lion have concealed his Fear, but - 
pleaſed with Damna's winning Behaviour, and 
wanting ſome one to unboſom his Grief to, he 
determined to entruſt him with the fatal Secret 
of his Fears ; juſt Fs he was about to utter the 
Cauſe of his Troubles, behold Cohotorbe ſet up 
a moſt terrible bellowing ; this ſo diſordered his 
Countenance, that he found himſelf conſtrained, 
even though he had not before intended it, to 
tell Damna, that the terrible Noiſe of this Beaſt, 
whatever he was, was the Cauſe of all his Diſ- 
turbance. I imagine, ſaid the King, that the 
Body of the Beaſt which I hear bellow fo dread- 


fully, muſt be proportionable to the Sound of | 


his Voice; and that being ſo, tis in vain for us 
to think of reſiſting him, and, indeed, *tis little 
better than Madneſs for us to tarry any longer in 
theſe Woods. Is this all that troubles your Ma- 


jeſty, ſaid Damna ? Nothing elſe, anſwered the 


Lion, and this I think ſufficient. Sir, replied 
Damna, you ought not to quit your princely Ha- 
bitation for this: Tis not for a King to be afraid 
of a meer Sound, but rather to fortify his Cou- 
rage with ſo much the greater Reſolution. Thoſe 
Creatures that make the loudeſt Noiſes are not 
always the biggeſt nor the ſtrongeſt, A Crane 
as big as he is, has neither Strength nor Courage 
to encounter the ſmalleſt Hawk: And he that 

ſuffers 
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ſuffers himſelf to be deluded by Bulk of Body, 
may likely enough be deceived as the Fox was. 
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iFADBS E: VI. 
The Fox and the HEN, 


HERE was once, continued Damna, a 
certain Fox, who eagerly ſearching about 


for ſomething to appeaſe his Hunger, at length 


ſpied a Hen, that was buſily ſcratching the 
Earth and picking up Worms at the Foot of a 
Tree. Upon the fame Tree there allo hung a 
Drum which made a Noiſe every now and then, 
the Branches being moved by the Violence of 
the Wind, and beating upon it. 'The Fox was 
juſt. going to fling himſelf upon the Hen, and 
make amends for a long Faſt, when he firſt 


heard the Noiſe of the Drum. Oh ho, quoth 


he, looking up, are ye there, I will be with ye 
by and by; that Body, whatever it be, I pro- 
miſe myſelf muſt certainly have more Fleſh up- 
on it than a forry Hen; ſo ſaying, he clambered 
up the Tree, and in the mean while the Hen 
made her Eſcape. The greedy and famiſhed Fox 
ſeized his Prey, and fell to work with Teeth 
and Claws upon it. But when he had torn off 
the Head of the Drum, and found there was no- 
thing within but an empty Cavity ; Air inſtead of 
Fleſh and Griſtles, and a meer Hollowneſs inſtead 
of good Guts and Garbage, fetching a deep Sigh ; 
unfortunate Wretch that I am, cried he, what 
a delicate Morſel have I loſt, only for the Shew 
of a large Bellyfull ! | 


I have recited this Example, concluded he, to 
the End your Majeſty may not be terrified with 
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the Sound of the bellowing Noiſe you hear, be. 
eauſe loud and ſtrenuous, for there is no Ger- 


tainty from that of its coming from a terrible 


Beaſt; and if you pleaſe I will go and ſee what 
Sort of Creature it is. To which the Lion con- 
ſented; nevertheleſs, when Damna was gone, 
he repented his having ſent him. For, ſaid the 
Monarch to himſelf, I ſhould have remembered 
my Father's excellent Rule, that it is a great 
Error in a Prince to diſcover his Secrets to any, 
but eſpecially that there are ten Sorts of People 
who are never to be intruſted with them. Theſe 
are, 1. Thoſe whom he has uſed ill without a 
Cauſe. 2. Thoſe who have loft their Eſtates or 
their Honour at Court. 3. Thoſe who have 
been degraded from their Employments without 
any Hopes of ever being reſtored to them again. 
4. Thoſe that love nothing but Sedition and. 
Diſturbance. 5. Thoſe that ſee their Kindred 
or Acquaiatance. in Preferments from whence 
themſelves have been excluded. 6. Such as 
having committed any Crime have been more 
ſeverely puniſhed than others who have tranſ- 
greſſed in the ſame Manner. 7. Such as have 
done good Service, and have been but ill re- 


warded for it. 8. Enemies reconciled by Con- 


ſtraint. 9. Thoſe who believe the Ruin of the 
Prince will turn to their Advantage, 10. And 
laſtly, thoſe who believe themſelves leſs obliged 
to their Sovereign than to his Enemy. And as 
theſe are together ſo numerous a Claſs of Per- 
ſons, I with I have not done imprudently in 


diſcovering my Secrets to Damna. „ 


While the King was making theſe Reflections 
to himſelf, Damna returned, and told him, with 
a ſmiling Countenance, that the Beaſt which 
made ſuch a Noiſe was no other than an Ox, 
that was feeding in a Meadow without any other 

Deſign 


[ 57 ] 


Defign than to ſpend his Days lazily in eating 
and ſleeping. And, added Damna, if your Ma- 


jeſty thinks it convenient, I will ſo order the 


Matter, that he ſhall be glad to come and en- 
roll himſelf in the Number of your Servants. 
The Lion was extremely pleaſed with Damna's 
Propoſals, and made him a Sign to go and fetch 
the Ox into his Preſence. On this, Damna 
went immediately to Cohatorbe, and aſked him 


from whence he came, and what Accident had 


brought him into thoſe Quarters? In anſwer to 
which, when Cohatorbe had related his Hiſtory at 
large, Damna ſaid, Friend, I am very glad 1 
have happened to ſee thee, for it may be in my 


Power to do thee a ſingular Service, by ac- 


quainting thee with the State of the Place thou 
haſt accidentally wandered into: Know then, that 
here lives a Lion not far off, who is the King 


of all the Beaſts of this Country, and that he is, 
though a terrible Enemy, yet a moſt kind and 


tender Friend to all the Beaſts who put them- 
ſelves under his Protection. When I firſt ſaw 
you here I acquainted his Majeſty with it, and 
he has graciouſly deſired to ſee thee, and given 
me orders to conduct thee to his Palace, If 
thou wilt follow me, I promiſe thee the Favour 
of being admitted into his Service and Protec- 
tion; but if thou refuſeſt to go along with me, 
know that thou haſt not many Days to live in 
this Place. So ſoon as the Ox but heard the 
Word Lion pronounced, he trembled for Fear; 
but recovering himſelf a little, as Damna con- 


. tinned his Speech, he at length made anſwer, 


If thou wilt aſſure me that he ſhall do me no 
Harm I will follow thee. Damna, on this, im 
mediately ſwore to him; and Cobotorbe, upon the 
Faith of his Oaths, conſented to go and wait 
upon the Lion: Danna, on this, ran before to 
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581 
give the King Notice of Cohotorbe's coming; and 
our Ox arriving ſoon after, made a profound 
Reverence to the King, who received him with 
great Kindneſs, and aſked him what Occaſion 
had brought him into his Dominions ? In anſwer 
to which, when the Ox had recounted to him 
all bis Adventures, Remain here, ſaid the Lion 
with us, and live in Peace ; for I permit all my 
Subjects to live within my Dominions, in Re- 
poſe and Tranquillity, The Ox having return- 
ed his Majeſty Thanks for his kind Reception, 
promiſed to ſerve him with a real Fidelity ; and 
at length inſinuated himſelf in ſuch a Manner 
into the Lion's Favour, that he gained his Ma- 
jeſty's Confidence, and became his moſt intimate 
Favourite, | 
This, however, was Matter of great Afﬀic- 
tion to poor Damna, who, when he ſaw that 
Cohatorbe was in greater Eſteem at Court than 
himſelf, and that he was the only Depoſitory of 
the King's Secrets, it wrought in him fo deſpe- 
rate a Jealouſy, that he could not reſt, but was 
ready to hang himſelf for Vexation : In the Ful- 
neſs of his Heart he flew to make his moan to 
Kalila; Oh my dear Wife, ſaid he, I have 
taken a World of Care and Pains to gain the 
King's Favour, and all to no Purpoſe : I brought, . 
you may remember, into his Preſence the Ob- 
ject that occaſioned all his Diſturbances, and 
that very Ox is now become the ſole Cauſe of 
my Diſquiet. To which Kala anſwered, Spouſe, 
you ought not to complain of what you have 
done, or at leaſt you have no body to blame 
but yourfelf. You ſhould have conſidered that 
this might prove the Conſequence when you 
undertook this Enterprize, for you are now juſt 
in the Condition of the Derviſe who left his Ha- 
bitation, 
FABLE 
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The DER VviIsE that left his Habitation. 


Certain King once preſented a Derviſe, who 


was a great Favourite with him, with a 
very rich Habit; of which a cunning Thief in 


the Neighbourhood, having Notice, made uſe of 


the following Stratagem to cheat him of it: He 
went with a down-caſt Look, and demure Coun- 
tenance, to the Derviſe in his Habitation, and 
pretended an earneſt Deſire to ſerve him, and 
that the utmoſt of his Ambition was to attend 


on him as his Maſter and great Example in Ho- 


lineſs as long as he lived. The Derviſe over- 
joyed that he had got a Novice who ſeemed to 
be ſo piouſly inclined, moſt willingly received 
him ; but the Thief taking the firſt Opportunity, 
ſtole the Habit, and carried it away. The Der- 
viſe miſſing at once both his rich Cloaths and 
his Novice, miſtruſted the Bufineſs, and fo 
leaving his Habitation, reſolved to go to the 
City in ſearch of the Robber. As he travelled 
upon the Road, he met with two Rams that 
were very furiouſly encountering one another, 
and inter-changed ſuch deſperate Horn-blows, 
that the Blood ran down on every Side. A Fox, 
who was a Witneſs of the Combat, made his 
own Advantage of it, and licked up the Blood: 
But at length as he was licking he received ſuch 
a terrible Blow over the Head from one of the 
Rams, that he died upon the Spot. 

The Derviſe ſtopt a good while to behold, 
and moraliſe upon this Accident, and in ſhort 
ſtayed ſo long, that when he came to the City, 
the Gates were ſhut. A good-natured Woman, 
however, that lived in the City, looking out at a 
Window, 
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601 i | 
Window, and perceiving he wanted a Lodging, 
called to him, and offered him the Conveniency: 
of her Houſe. The Derviſe was honeſt himſelf, 
and therefore ſuſpecting no harm of others, very 
readily accepted her Kindneſs, went into the 
Houſe, and as ſoon as he was entered, thruſt 
himſelf into a Corner to ſay his uſual Prayers. 


This Woman, as the Devil would have it, was 


a Bawd, and kept a Bevy of pretty Girls, whoſe 
Favours ſhe fold to the young. Gentry of the 
Place. Now among theſe Girls there was. one 
who was ſo violently beloved by a young Gen- 
tleman, and of whom he was ſo jealous, that. 
he would admit no body elſe to come near her; 
which they, who were enamoured of her as well 
as himſelf, took fo ill, thar they, perſuaded the 
young Girl to rid herſelf. of his Company. And 
the Girl, who feared him more than ſhe loved 
him, liſtening to the Perſuaſions of her other Lo- 
vers, made her jealous Tyrant drunk, and the 
fame Night blew a noiſonous Powder up. into 
his Noſtrils : This Powder, however, as Miſ- 
chief often rebounds on thoſe who occaſion it, 
forcing the young Man to ſneeze, the Strength 
of the Sternutation blew a Part of it into the 
Courtezan's Mouth; and the not being able to 
prevent its going down. her Throat, felt the 
Effects of her own Poiſon, and died the ſame 
Hour. The poor Derviſe, who was a trembling 
Witneſs to all this, was aſtoniſhed at the mon- 
ſtrous Wickedneſs of the World, and thought 
the. Night extremely long. 

As ſoon as the Day came, he made haſte to leave 
ſo dangerous a Place, and took a Lodging at a 
Shoemaker's Houle, who received him with 
open Arms; the ſame Evening, however, the. 
Hoſt being invited to a Feaſt from which it was- 
imꝑoſſible for him to abſent himſelf, recommended 

to 


Fel 
to: his Family the Care and good: Uſage of his' - 
Gueſt... = 40 «1 
Nov this Shoemaker's Wife had a Gallant;. 
whom ſhe was extremely fond of; he was hand- 
ſome, well made, a Man of ſome Wit, and 
good-humoured ; theſe loving. Couple met fre- 
quently together by means of a certain old Sur- 
geon's Wife, who was ſo cunning a Sollicitreſs 
of Lechery, that ſhe could have reconciled. Fire 
and Water into an amorous Conjunction, and 
had her Tongue ſo well hung, and was ſo per- 
fect in the Art of Wheedling, that ſhe would 
have made you believe a Stone was made of 
Wax. Whenever the Shoemaker's Wife knew 
her Huſband was aff abroad, ſhe made uſe of 
this Miſtreſs Co- betiucen, to give Notice to her 
Paramour of his Abſence; and now believing 
ſhe had an excellent Opportunity, ſent her away 
forthwith to tell her Gallant the good News. 
Away comes he upon the firſt Intimation; but 
by what ill Luck I know not, as he was knock - 

ing at the Door, the Shoemaker arrived, and 
finding the Man, whom he already ſuſpected to 
be the Grafter of his Forehead, had had ſuch 
good Intelligence, in he went, and without ſay- 

. ing a Word, beat his Wife, tied her to a Poſt, 
and ſo went to Bed. 

While the moody Cuckold, who had tired his 
Arms with beſtowing his Strap upon his Wife, 
was faſt. aſleep, and dreaming, I warrant, of 
Rams, Stags, Oxen, and other horned Beaſts, 
in comes the pious Go-between,. the Surgeon's 
Wife, and not knowing any thing of what had 
happened, and having found out the Shoema- 


ker's Wife in the dark, 'Slife, Siſter, ſays ſhe, 
. why do you let the young Man ſtay fo long at 
V the Door? For Shame, go and fetch him in. 


To whom the diſappointed Bondwoman anſwer- 
0 — © 


62 
ed, with a deep Sigh, and a low Voice; I be- 
lieve, ſays ſhe, ſome malicious Demon, or 
other, ſent my Huſband back from Supper; for 
Home he came in ſuch a Rage, that not ſatisfied 
with almoſt breaking my Bones, he has here 
tied me to a Poſt. Now, if you would do a 
charitable Act, unbind me, and ſtand in my 
Place a Moment, while I go and beg Pardon of 
my dear Friend, for having made him ſtay ſo 
long; which done, I will immediately come 
back and be tied as I was, | + OTE 

The Surgeon's Wife, 'moved with Compaſſion, 

and being a hearty Well-wiſher to the Sweets of 
" Whoring, made no Scruple to put herſelf in the 
Room of her diſtreſſed Neighbour, who imme- 
diately went to keep her Word with her Gal- 
lant. And the Derviſe, who had heard all this 
Diſcourſe, now no longer accuſed: the Shoema- 
ker of Cruelty. 
In the mean time, however, as Luck would 
have it, the Shoemaker waked, and called to his 
Wife ; but the Surgeon's Mate, fearing to be 
known by her Voice, made no anſwer; this 
put the Shoemaker into ſuch a Fury, that he 
leapt out of the Bed, took a Knife in his Hand, 
and at one Slaſh cut off, as he thought, his 
Wife's Noſe, and holding it in his Hand, here, 
ſaid he, here is a Preſent for you to ſend to 
your Wagtail in a Corner. | 

The poor Surgeon's Wife, though in the ut- 
| moſt Agony, durſt not ſo much as ſigh for fear; 
however, quoth ſhe to herſelf, this is very hard 
Luck, for me to ſuffer what the Shoemaker's 
Wife deſerves, while ſhe 1s toying and dallying 
in the Arms of her Lover. 

The Shoemaker's Wife on her Return, you 
may eaſily imagine, was very much ſurpriſed to 
find her faithful Help-mate without a Noſe ; _ 

ge 
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ged her a thouſand hearty Pardons, unbound her, 
and tied herſelf in her Place, while the Sur- 
geon's Mate returned home, carrying her Noſe 
in her Hand. | | 

Some Hours after this, when ſhe thought her 
Huſband might hear her, with her Hands lifted 
up to Heaven, Moſt powerful Deity, cried ſhe, 
who knoweſt the Secrets of all Hearts, thou 
knoweſt that my Huſband has abuſed me without 
a Cauſe, let him ſee that I am a Woman of Re- 
putation, by removing from my Face the Defor- 
mity with which his Cruelty has defaced it, and 
reſtoring me my Noſe as it was before. The 
Shoemaker hearing theſe Words, Vile Strumpet, 


cried he, what wicked Prayer at thou making ? 


Knoweſt thou not that the Prayers of Harlots 
never reach the Throne of Heaven? Prayers 
that would be heard muſt iſſue from a clean 
Heart, and undefiled Lips. Villanous and in- 
human Tyrant, cried his Wife, riſe and admire 
the Puiſſance of the Deity, and the Exceſs of 
his Goodneſs, who knowing my Innocence of 
the Crime for which thou accuſeſt me, is 
pleaſed to demonſtrate my Chaſtity, by reſtoring 
me my Noſe, to the End I may not be looked 
upon as a Woman of Diſhonour in the World. 
The Shoemaker, believing ſuch a Miracle im- 
poſſible, riſes, lights a Candle, comes to his 
Wife, and finding upon her Face no Mark at 
all of the cruel Fact which he thought he had 
committed, confeſſed the Injury he had done her 
to ſuſpect her, begged her Pardon, and by a 
thouſand Careſſes ſtrove to make her forget his 
Cruelty. 

The Surgeon's Wife, on the other hand, who 
was gone home to her Lodging, as you may 
well believe, in great Affliction, crept ſoftly in- 
to Bed to her Huſband, who when he waked, 
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aſked her for his Caſe of Inſtruments, that he 
might go and dreſs a Perſon he had promiſed to 
be with before Day. His Wife was a long time 
ſeeking what her Huſband demanded,-and when 
ſhe ſaw him quite out of Patience, gave him a 
ſingle Razor, which put him into ſuch a Fury 
that he flung it at her Head, calling her a thou- 
ſand Jades and Baggages: *T was: hardly Day 
when this happened, which favoured the noſe- 
leſs Lady's Deſign, Preſently: therefore ſhe 
Aung herſelf vpon the Ground, and filled the 
Air with loud Shrieks of Murder, Murder, which 
fetched all her Neighbours in an Inſtant about 
her; who ſeeing her all bloody, and without a 
Noſe, began'to ery out Shame upon the Surgeon, 
who was ſo aſtoniſhed, that he knew not what 
to ſay, nor which Way to look. He knew not 
whether it were beſt for him to deny or confeſs 


che Fact, However, when Morning was come, 


they hurried the Surgeon away before the Magi - 
rate, . and demanded Juſtice on him for his Bar- 
barity. As Fortune would have it, however, 
the Derviſe alſo went along. with the Rabble, 
and heard the Caſe ſtated. 1 

After the Witneſſes were heard, Well, ſaid 
the judge to the Surgeon, what have you to ſay 
for yourſelf? What was the Reaſon that you 
abuſed your Wife in this horrid Manner? To 
which when the Surgeon, ſeized with Aſtoniſh- 
ment, ſtood mute, not knowing what to anſwer, 
the Judge, without farther Examination was go- 
ing to condemn him to Death. 

On this the Derviſe, who had with Horror 
and Amazement ſeen this and the other Adven- 


| tures of his Journey, and was as it were poſ— 


ſeſſed with the Remembrance of them to ſuch a 
Degree, that he could not forbear continually 
repeating them in his Mind, cried out, Hold, 

O judge 


8 

judge! ſuſpend your Judgment, and take care 
what Sentence you pronounce; 'tis neither the 
Thief that ſtole my Garments, nor the Rams 
that killed the Fox, nor the Harlot that poiſon- 
ed her Lover, nor, laſtly, the Shoemaker that 
cut off the Surgeon's Wife's Noſe, but every 
one of the Sufferers who have drawn upon 
themſelves all theſe: Misfortunes. Then the 
Judge leaving the Surgeon, and addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the Derviſe, demanded the Intepretation 
of this Riddle. a 

The Derviſe, in anſwer, gave him a full Ac- 
eount of all that he had ſeen; and moralizing on 
the whole, Sir, ſaid he, had I not taken the 
rich Garment out of Ambition, the Thief had 
never robbed me; had not the Fox thrown him 
ſelf between the Rams out of Greedineſs, he 
had not been killed; had not the Courtezan gone 
about to poiſon the young Gentleman, ſhe had 
not periſhed herſelf; and had not the Surgeon's 
Wife favoured the Adultery of the Shoemaker's, 
ſhe had never loſt her Noſe, And from the 
whole this ſhort Leſſon is to be learned, that 
they who commit Evil cannot hope. for Good, 
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I have made uſe of this Fable, ſaid Kalila to 
her Spouſe, to ſhew you that you have brought 
theſe Troubles upon your own Head. ?Tis true, 
faid Damna, that I am the Cauſe of then; this 
5 I am too ſenſible of, but what I deſire of you is, 
to preſcribe: me the Remedy. I told you from 
the Beginning, replied Kalila, that for my part I 
r would never meddle with your Affairs, and now 
- don't intend to trouble myſelf with the Cure of 
” your Diſturbances. Mind your own Buſineſs 
2 yourſelf, and conſider what Ar you have to 
y take, and take it; for as to me, I have Plagues 

enough of my own, without making myſelf un. 
happy 


|, 
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' happy about the Misfortunes that your own Fol- 


lies have brought upon yon. Well then, re- 
plied Damna, what I ſhall do is this, I will uſe 
all my Endeavours to ruin this Ox which occa- 
fions me all my Miſery, and ſhall be contented 
if I but find I have as much Wit as the Sparrow 
that revenged himfelf upon the Hawk. Kalila 
upon this deſired him to recite that Fable, and 
Damna gave it her in the following Words. 


r bl. 
The Sx ARROW and the SpaxRow-Hiwe, 


WO Sparrows had once built their Neſts 


fo laid up ſome ſmall Proviſion for their young 

ones; but a Sparrow-Hawk, who had built his 
Neſt upon the Top of a Mountain, at the Foot 
of which this Hovel ſtood, came continually to 
watch at what time their Eggs would be hatch- 
ed; and when they were, immediately eat up 
the young Sparrows. This was a molt ſenſible 


Affliction to both the Parents. However, they 


had afterwards another Brood, which they hid ſo 
among the Thatch of the Hovel, that the Hawk 
was never able to find them ; theſe therefore 
they bred up ſo well, and with ſo much Safety, 
that they had both of them the Pleaſure to ſee 
them ready to fly. The Father and the Mo- 
ther, by their continuai chirping, teſtified for a 
long time their Joy for ſuch a Happineſs ; but 
all of a ſudden, as the young ones began to be 
fledged, they fell into a profound Melancholy, 
which was cauſed through Extremity of Fear leſt 
the Sparrow-Hawk- ſhould devour theſe young 
ones as he had done the others, as ſoon as 
they 


under the ſame Hovel, where they had al- 
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[ 67 ] 
they found their Way out of the Neſt. 'The 
eldeſt of theſe young Sparrows one Day per- 
ceiving this, deſired to know of his Father the 
Reaſon of his Affliction, which the Father having 
diſcovered to him, he made Anſwer, that in- 
ſtead of breaking his Heart with Sorrow, it much 
better became him to ſeek out ſome Way, if 
poſſible, to remove ſo dangerous a Neighbour. 
All the Sparrows approved this Advice of the 
young one ; and while the Mother flew to get 
Food, the Father went another Way in ſearch 
of ſome Cure for his Sorrows. After he had 
flown about for ſome time, ſaid he to himſelf, 
I know not, alas! what it is I am ſeeking. 

Whither ſhall I fly? and to whom ſhall J diſco- 
ver my Troubles? At length he reſolved, not 


knowing what Courſe to take, to addreſs himſelf” 


to the firſt Creature he met, and to conſult him 
about his Buſineſs, The firſt Creature chanced 
to be a Salamander, whole extraordinary Shape 
at firſt affrighted him : However, the Sparrow 
would not alter his Reſolution, but accoſted and 
ſaluted him. The Salamander, who was very 
civil, gave him an obliging Reception; and lgok- 
ing upon him with a fixed Eye, Friend, ſaid he, 
I diſcover much Trouble in thy Countenance ; 
if it proceed from Wearineſs, fit down and reſt 
thyſelf; and if from any other Cauſe, let me 
know it, and if it be in my Power to ſerve thee, 
command me. With that the Sparrow told his 
Misfortunes in ſuch moving Language as raiſed 
Compaſſion in the Salamander. Well, ſaid he, 
be of Courage, let not theſe Troubles any more 
perplex thee, I'll deliver thee from this wicked 
Neighbour this very Night ; only ſhew me his 
Neſt, and then go peaceably to rooſt with thy 
young Ones; this the Sparrow accordingly punc- 
tually did, and returned the Salamander many 


Thanks 
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Thanks for being ſo much concerned for his 
Misfortunes, | h 

No ſooner was the Night come, but the Sa- 


lamander determined to make good his Promiſe, 


collected together a Number of his Fellows, 
aud away they went in a Body, with every one 
a Bit of lighted Sulphur in their Mouths to the 


Sparrow-Hawk's Neſt, who, not dreaming of 


any ſuch thing, was ſurprized by the Salaman- 
ders, who threw the Sulphur into the Neſt, and 
burat the old Hawk, with all the young Ones. 


| | . 
This Fables teaches ye, that whoever has a 
Deſign to ruin His Enemy, may poſſibly bring it 
about let him be never ſo weak. But conſider, 
Spouſe, replied Kalila, Cohotorbe is the King's 
chief Favourite, and it will be a difficult thing, 
believe me, to ruin him; where prudent Princes 


have once placed their Confidence they ſeldom 


withdraw it becauſe of a bare Report. And I 
preſume” you will not be able to uſe any other 
Means on this Occaſion : I will take care, how- 
ever, replied Damnn,. of this,. at leaſt, that it 
ſhall be repreſented to the Lion, that one of the 
ſ great Things which cauſe the Ruin of King- 
doms, and which is indeed the principal, is to 
negle& and contemn Men of Wit and Courage. 


That indeed, replied Kalila, is one very great 


one; but what, I pray, are the other five, 
The ſecond, continued Damna, is not to puniſh 
the Seditious; the third is to be too much given 
to Women, to Play and Divertiſements; the 
fourth, the Accidents attending a Peſtilence, a 
Famine, or an Earthquake; the fifth is being 
too raſh and violent; and the ſixth is, the pre- 
ferring War before Peace. You are wiſe and 
prudent, Spotfe, replied Kalila, but let me, tho? 
more ſimple, adviſe thee in this Matter: Be = 


| J 69] 
the Carver of your own Revenge; but conſider 
that whoever meditates Miſchief, commonly 
brings it at laſt upon his own Head. On the 
other Side, he that ſtudies his Neighbour's Wel- 
fare, proſpers in every thing he undertakes, as 
you may ſee by the enſuing Fable. 
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The KING who from a SAVAGE TYRANT became 
benign and juſt. 
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HERE was once in the eaſtern Part of 
1 Exypr a King whoſe Reign had long been 
a Courſe of ſavage Tyranny; long had he ruined 
the Rich, and diſtreſſed the Poor; ſo that all his 
Subjects, Day and Night, implored of Heaven to 
be deliverea from him. One Day, as he re- 
turned from hunting, after he had ſummoned his 
People together: Unhappy Subjects, ſays he to 
them, my Conduct has been long unjuſtifiable in 
regard to you: But that Tyranny, with which I 
have governed hitherto, is at an End, and I af- 
ſure you from henceforward you ſhall- live in 
Peace and at Eaſe, and no body fhall dare to op- 
preſs you. The People were extremely overs 
joyed at this good News, and forebore praying 
* againſt the King. - 
In a Word, this Prince made from this time 
. ſuch an Alteration in his Conduct, that he ac- 
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quired the Title of the Juſt, and every one began 


to bleſs the Felicity of his Reign. One Day, ! 
8 when his Subjects were thus ſettled in Hai | 
8 one of his Favourites preſuming to aſk him the 
oy Reaſon of fo ſudden and ſo remarkable a Change, 
d the King gave him this Anſwer: As I rode a 
+ hunting the other Day, ſaid he, I ſaw a Series 


he : | of 
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of Accidents which threw me into a Turn of 
Mind that has produced this happy Change ; 
which, believe me, cannot give my People more 
real Satisfaction than it does myſelf. The Things 
that made this Change in me were theſe; I ſaw 
a Dog in purſuit of a Fox, who after he had 
overtaken him, bit off the lower Part of his 
Leg; however, the Fox, lame as he was, made 
a ſhift to eſcape and get into a Hole, and the 
Dog, not able to get him out, left him there : 
Hardly had he gone, however, a hundred Paces, 
when a Man threw a great Stone at him and 
cracked his Skull ; at the fame Inſtant the Man 
ran in the Way of a Horſe that trod upon his 
Foot and lamed him for ever: And ſoon after 
the Horſe's Foot ſtuck ſo faſt between two Stones, 
that he broke his Ancle-bone in ſtriving to get 
it out. On ſceing theſe ſudden Misfortunes be- 
fall thoſe who had engaged in doing ill to others, 
J could not help ſaying to my 7-16, Men are 
uſed as they uſe others: Whoever does that 
which he ought not to do, receives what he is 
not willing to receive, 5 


This Example ſhews you, my dear Spouſe, 
that they who do Miſchief to others, are gene- 
rally puniſhed themſelves for it, when they leaſt 
expect it: Believe me, if yor ttempt to ruin 
Cohotorbe, you will repent of it; he is ſtronger 
than you, and has more Friends. No matter 
for that, dear Spouſe, replied Damna, Wit is 
always beyond Strength, as the following Fa- 
ble will convince you. 
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F AB L E XI. 
ARAvkx, a Fox, and a SERPENT, 


Raven had once built her Neſt for many 

Seaſons together in a convenient Cleft of 
a Mountain, but however pleaſing the Place was 
to her, ſhe had always Reaſon enough to re- 
ſolve to lay there no more ; for every time ſhe 
hatched, a Serpent came and devoured her young 
Ones. The Raven complaining to a Fox that 
was one of her Friends, ſaid to him, pray tell 
me, what would you adviſe me to do to be rid 


of this Serpent? What do you think to do ? an- 
ſwered the Fox. Why, my preſent Intent is, 
replied the Raven, to go and peck out his Eyes 
when he is aſleep, that ſo he may no longer find 
the way to my Neſt. The Fox diſapproved this 
Deſign, and told the Raven, that it became a 
prudent Perſon to manage his Revenge in ſuch a 
Manner, that no Miſchief might befal himſelf 
in taking it: Never run yourſelf, ſays he, into 
the Misfortune that once befel the Crane, of 
which I will tell you the Fable. | 


=_ 


FABLE XII. 
The Cn AME and the CrRay-risn, 


Crane had once ſettled her Habitation by 
the Side of a broad and deep Lake, and 
lived upon ſuch Fiſh as ſhe could catch in it; 
Icheſe ſhe got in Plenty enough, for many Years ; 
but at length being become old and feeble, ſhe 
could fiſh no longer. In this afflicting Circum- 
tance ſhe began to reflect with Sorrow, on the 

Carelcſinel; 
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Careleſſneſs of her paſt Years; I did ill, ſaid ſhe 
to herſelf, in not making in my Youth neceſſary 


- Proviſion to ſupport me in my old Age; but, as 


it is, I muſt now make the beſt of a bad Market, 
and uſe Cunning to get a Livelihood as I can: 
With this Reſolation ſhe placed herſelf by the 
Water-ſide, and began to ſigh and look mighty 
melancholy, A Cray-Fiſh perceiving her at 2 
Diſtance, accoſted her, and aſked her why ſhe 
appeared fo ſad? Alas, faid ſhe, how can I other- 
wiſe chuſe but grieve, feeing my daily Nouriſh - 
ment is like to be taken from me? For I juſt 
now heard this Talk between two Fiſhermen 
paſſing this way: Said the one to the other, 
Here is great Store of Fiſh, what think you of 
clearing this Pond; to whom his Companion 
anſwered, no there is more in fuch a Lake: 
Let us go thither firſt, and then come hither the 
Day afterwards. This they will certainly per- 
form, and then, added the Crane, I muſt ſoon 
prepare for Death, 

The Cray-Fiſh on this, went to the Fiſh and 


told them what ſhe had heard: Upon which the 


poor Fiſh in great Perplexity ſwam immediately 
to the Crane, and addreſſing themſelves to her, 
told her what they had heard, and added, we 


are now in ſo great a Conſternation, that we are 


come to deſire your Protection. Though you 


are our Enemy, yet the Wiſe tell us, that they 
who make their Enemy their Sanctuary, may be 
aſſured of being well received: You know full 
well that we are your daily Food ; and if we 
are deſtroyed, you, who are now too old to 
travel in ſearch of Food, muſt alſo periſh ; we 
pray you, therefore, for your own Sake, as well 
as ours, to conſider and tell us what you think 
is the beſt Courſe for us to take. To which 
the Crane replied, that which you acquaint 4 

with, 


| EEE 

with, I heard myſelf from the Mouths of the 
Fiſhermen ; we have no Power ſufficient to with. 
ſtand them; nor do I know any other way to 
ſecure you, but this : It will be many Months 
before they can clear the other Pond they are to 
go about firſt: and, in the mean time, I can 
at times, and as my Strength will permit me, 
remove you one after another into a little Pond 
here hard by, where there is very good Water, 
and where the Fiſhermen can never catch you, 
by reaſon of the extraordinary Depth. The Fiſh 
approved this Counſel, and deſired the Crane to 
carry them one by one into this Pond, Nor 
did ſhe fail to fiſh up three or four every Morn- 
ing, but ſhe carried them no farther than to the 
Top of a ſmall Hill, where ſhe eat them: And 
thus ſhe feaſted herſelf for a while. 

But one Day, the Cray-fiſh, having a Deſire 
to ſee this delicate Pond, made known her Cu- 
rioſity to the Crane, who, bethinking herſelf 
that the Cray-fiſh was her moſt mortal Enemy, 
reſolved to get rid of her at once, and murder 


her as ſhe had done the reſt: With this Deſign 


ſhe flung the Cray-fiſh upon her Neck, and flew 
towards the Hill. But when they came near 


the Place, the Cray-fiſh, ſpying at a Diſtance 


the ſmall Bones of her ſlaughtered Companions, 
miſtruſted the Crane's Intention, and laying hold 
of a fair Opportunity got her Neck in her Claw, 
and graſped it ſo hard, that ſhe fairly ſaved her- 
ſelf, and ſtrangled the Crane. 


This Example, ſays the Fox, ſhews you, 
that crafty, tricking People often become Vic— 
tims to their own Cunning. The Raven, re- 
turning Thanks to the Fox for his good Ad- 
vice, ſaid, I ſhall not by any Means neglect 
your wholeſome Inſtructions ; but what ſhall I 


E. do? 
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1741 
do? Why, replied the Fox, You muſt ſnatch 
up ſomething that belongs to ſome ſtout Man or 
other, and let him ſee what you do, to the' End 
he may follow you. Which that he may eaſily 
do, do you fly ſlowly ; and when you are juſt 
over the Serpent's Hole, let fall the thing that 
you hold in your Beak or Talons whatever it 
be, for then the Perſon that follows you, ſeeing 
the Serpent come forth, will not fail to knock 
him on the Head. The Raven did as the Fox 


adviſed him, and by that means was delivered 


from the Serpent. 6 

What cannot be done by Strength, ſaid Damna, 
is to be performed by Policy. It is very true, 
replied Kalila; but the Miſchief here is, that the 
Ox hath more Policy than you. He will, by his 
Prudence, fruſtrate all your Projects, and before 
you can pluck one Hair from his Tail, will flea 
off your Skin. I know not whether you have ever 


heard of the Fable of the Rabbet, the Fox, and 


the Wolf ; if not, T will tell it you, that you may 


make your Advantage of it in the preſent Caſe. | 


FAB LL XI. 
The RABBE T, the Fox, and the WOLF. 


; Hungry Wolf once ſpied a Rabbet feeding 
at the Foot of a Tree, and was ſoon pre- 

paring to ſeize him, 'The Rabbet perceiving him, 
would have ſaved his Life by flight, but the Wolf, 

threw himſelf in his Way, and ſtopped his Eſ- 

cape : So that ſceing himſelf in the Power of 

the Wolf, ſubmiſſive and proſtrate at his Feet, 

he gave him all the good Words he could think 

of. I know, ſaid he, that the King of all Crea- 

tures wants a Supply to appeaſe his Hunger, and 

that he is now ranging the Fields in ſearch 9 
Food; 


WT 
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Food; but I am but an inſignificant Morſel for 
his Royal Stomach : Therefore let him be 
pleaſed to take my Information. About a Fur- 
long from hence lives a Fox that is fat and 
plump, and whoſe Fleſh is as white as a Ca- 


pon's: Such a Prey will do your Majeſty's Buſi- 


neſs. If pou pleaſe I will go and give him a 
Viſit, and engage him to come forth out of his 
Hole : Then, if he prove to your liking, you 
may devour him; if not, it will be my Glory 
that I had the Honour of dying not in vain, but 
being a ſmall Breakfaſt for your Majeſty. 

Thus over-perſuaded, the Wolf gave the Rab- 
bet leave to ſeek out the Fox, and followed him 
at the Heels. The Rabbet left the Wolf at the 
Entrance of the Hole, and crept in himſelf, 


overjoyed that he had ſuch an Opportunity to 


revenge himſelf on the Fox, from whom he had 
received an Affront which he had for a long 
Time pretended to have forgot. He made him 
a low Congee, and gave him great Proteſtations 
of his Friendſhip. On the other Side, the Fox 
was no leſs obliging in his Anſwers to the Rab- 
bet's Civilities, and aſked him what good Wind 
had blown him thither. Only the great Deſire 
I had to fee your Worſhip, replied the Rabbet, 
and there is one of my Relations at the Door, 
who is no leſs ambitious te kiſs your Hands, 
but he dares not enter without your Permiſſion, 
The Fox, on this, miſtruſting there was ſome- 
thing more than ordinary in all this Civility, ſaid 
to himſelf, I ſhall find the bottom of all this 
preſently, and then, if it proves as I ſuſpect, I 
will take care to pay this pretended Friend of 
mine in his own Coin. However, not ſeeming 
to take any Notice of what he ſuſpected, Sir, 
laid he to the Rabbet, your Friend ſhall be moſt 
welcome, he does me too much Honour 

bk. E 2 but, 
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but, added he, I muſt entreat you to let me put my 
Chamber in a little better Order to receive him. 

The Rabbet too much perſuaded of the good 

Succeſs of his Enterprize; puh, puh, faid he, 

my Relation is one that never ſtands upon Cere- 

monies, and ſo went out to give the Wolf No- 

tice that the Fox was fallen into the Snare. The. 
Wolf thought he had the Fox faſt already, and 

the Rabbet believed himſelf quite out of Dan- 

ger, as having done the Wolf ſuch a piece of good 
Service. But the Fox was too ſharp-ſighted to 
be thus trapanned out of his Life. He had, as 
the Entrance of his Hole, a very deep Trench, 

which he had digged on purpoſe to guard him 
againſt Surprizes of this Nature. Preſently 
therefore he took away the Planks, which he had 
laid for the Convenience of thoſe that came to 
viſit him, covered the Trench with a little Earth 
and Straw, and ſet open a back Door in caſe of 
Neceſlity ; and having thus prepared all things, 
he deſired the Rabbet and his Friend to walk in. 
But inſtead of the Succeſs of their Plot, the two 
Viſiters found themſelves, before they expected 
it, in the Bottom of a very deep Pit, and the 
Wolf imagining that the Rabbet had a Hand in 

the Contrivance, in the Heat of his Fury tore 

him to Pieces, | 
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By this you ſec, that Eineſſe and Policy ſigni- 
fy nothing, where you have Perſons of Wit and 
Prudence to deal with. Tis very true, ſaid ] 
Damna, but the Ox is now proud of his Prefer - 1. 
ment, and thoughtleſs of Danger, at leaſt from © 
me ; for he has not the leaſt Suſpicion of my 
Hatred. A Rabbet wiſer than that you have 
T3 been ſpeaking of, once undertook the Ruin of 
N a Lion, and you ſhall ſee how he brought it of 
about. be 

| FABLE 
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FABLE XIV: 
The LION and the RABBET. 


N the Neighbourhood of Mianſtol* there was 
a very delightful Meadow, where ſeveral wild 
Beaſts had taken up their Habitations, by reaſon 
of the Pleaſantneſs of the Place. Among thoſe 
Creatures there was a furious Lion, who diſturb- 
ed the Peace of all the reſt, with his continual 
Murders, In order to remedy this dreadful Evil, 
one Day, they met all together, went to wait 
upon the Lion, and layed their Caſe before him, 


that they were his Subjects, and by conſequence, 


that it no Way became him to make, every Day, 
ſuch dreadful Slaughters among them, of whole 
Families together. You ſeek after us, added 
they, to rule over us, but though we are proud 
of a King of ſo much Valour, yet in Fear we 
avoid you ; would you live peaceably with us, 


and enjoy your Quiet, by letting us alone, we 


would bring you every Morning ſufficient, and 
delicate Food, nor ſhould you ever waat to 
crown your Meals with a Flaſket of tame and 
wild Fowl, and you ſhould, yourſelf, never be 
put to the Toil of Hunting. The Lion readily 
accepted this Propoſal, and the Beaſts caſt Lots 
every Morning, and he upon whom the Lot fell 
was appointed to hunt for the Lion. 

One Day the Lot fell upon a Rabbet, who ſee- 
ing he could not avoid it, after he had ſummon- 
ed all the Beaſts together, ſaid to them, you ſee 


* Mian/tal is a large Tract of Country on the Banks 
of the Ganges, uninhabited, except by great Num- 


bers of wild Beaſts, 
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how miſerable a Life ' tis we lead here, either we 
muſt be eaten ourſelves, or ſpend our Labour to 
feed a churliſh Maſter. Now hear what I have 
to propoſe ; do you but ſtand by me, and I will 
certainly deliver you from this cruel Tyrant that 
reigns over us, To this they all unanimouſly 
anſwered, that they would do their utmoſt : 
Upon this the Rabbet ſtayed in his Hole till the 
Hovr of Dinner was paſt, and made no Proviſion 
for the Lion. By this Time the Lion's Anger 
augmented with his Appetite; he laſhed the 
Ground with his Tail, and at length perceivin 
the Rabbet, whence come you, ſaid he, an 
what are my Subjects doing? Do they ſuppoſe, 
I accepted their Propoſal, and ſpared their Lives, 
to be kept without Victuals by their Idleneſs 3 
be aſſured, If I wait much longer, they ſhall, 
ſome of them, ſeverely pay for it. May it 
pleaſe your Majeſty to hear me, anſwered the 
Rabbet, bowing to him with a profound Reſpect; 
your Subjects, ſacred Sir, have not been want- 
ing in their Duty ; they ſent me hither to bring 
your Majeſty your accuſtomed Proviſion ; but I 
met a Lion by the Way who took it from me. 
I told him, when he ſeized it, that it was for 
the King: To which he moſt inſolently anſwer- 
ed, that there was no other King in this Country 
but himſelf, Struck dumb with this monſtrous. 
Behaviour, I left him, and ran to inform your 
Majeſty of this heinous Piece of Inſolence. The 
Lion, on this, furiouſly turning about his burn- 
ing Eyes, cried out, who is this audacious Uſur- 
per that dares to lay his Paw upon my Food, 
which my Subjects had laboured to provide for 
me? Can'ſt thou ſhew me where the audacious 
Traitor lives? Yes, Sir, replied the Rabbet, if 
you will be pleaſed to follow me: The Lion 
breathing Revenge and Deſtruction, followed the 
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wily Rabbet; and when they came to a Well 
that was full of clear Water, Sir, ſaid the Rab- 
bet, your Enemy lives in this Well, I dare not 
ſhew him you, but only be pleaſed to look in 


yourſelf, and you will fee him: Have a care, 


however, that you are not firſt aſſailed, With 
that the Lion went ſtalking to the Well, and 
ſeeing the Reflection of his own Image, which he 
took to be another Lion in the Water, that had 
devoured his Food, enflamed with Anger he 
flung himſelf into the Well to encounter this 
mortal Foe, and there was drowned himſelf, 


This Fable ſhews you, that a ſtrong Perſon 
may be deſtroyed by one that is much weaker, 
when he is not miſtruſted. Well, well, ſaid 
Kalila, if you can ruin the Ox without doing 
the Lion any harm, go on and proſper ; if not, 
I adviſe you to give over your Enterpriſe : For 
it does not become a Subject for his own private 
Intereſt and Repoſe, to ſuffer any Miſchief to 
befal his Prince. | 

Here the Confabulation between Damna and 
Kalila ended, and Damna havin 
his Wife, abſented himſelf for ſome Time from 
the Lion's Court, Afterwards he returned, and 


affecting an Air of Sadneſs before his Majeſty, 


honeſt Damna, ſaid the King to him, whence 
comeſt thou? Where haſt thou been this long 
Time? Is there any News abroad? Yes, Sir, 
anſwered Damna with a deep Sigh, there is News 
indecd : Such News as I dread to ſpeak, yet ſuch 
as your Majeſty ought to hear; on this the King 
ſtarting ſor Fear, cried out, what is it? I beg. 
your Majeſty, replied Damna, ſince you will 
hear it, that you will be pleaſed to grant' me a 
private Audience, Affairs of Importance ought 
never to be delayed, replied the King; and fo 
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commanding the Room to be immediately clear- 
ed, ordered Damna to ſpeak what he had to ſay.: 
*Tis requiſite, ſaid that wily Miniſter, that the 
Bearer of ill News ſhould have the Addreſs to 
give it an Allay; and it is alſo moſt neceſſary, 
that he to whom it is reported, ſhould be able 
to judge, whether the Perſon that makes the 
Report be worthy to be credited, or whether he 
ſpeak. falſely, and for the Sake of his own In- 
tereſt ; and if he be worthy to be believed, he 
ought to be entirely confided in, when his Diſ- 
courſe may be advantageous to the Public, or, 
what is yet of greater Conſequence, to the So- 
vereign himſeif. On this, the Lion interrupting. 
him, thou know'ſt, ſaid he, that I have expe- 
rienced thy Fidelity, and therefore ſpeak bold- 
ly, what thou haſt to ſay, The Purity of my 
Intentions, continued Damna, have made me 
to aſſume this Boldneſs, and I am more than 
happy to be known to your Majeſty. I queſtion 
not thy Zeal, ſaid the Lion; but pr'ythee come 
to this News, which it ſo much conccrns me 
to know, | | 

When Damna perceived the good Succeſs of 
his Flatteries, and that the King had a Confi- 
dence in him, he thus began his Diſcourſe, Sir, 
ſaid he, I am ſorry to relate it, but my excel- 
lently eſteemed Friend, and your Majeſty's great 
Favourite, Cohotorbe, has daily Conferences with 
the Grandees and Chieftains of your Army, and 
I know that in them he improves every Circum- 
ſtance, as much as lies in his Power, to your 
Majeſty's Prejudice; which makes me believe he 
bas ſome Deſign, upon your ſacred Perſon, I 
grieve,to tell this, and am not leſs aſtoniſhed 
than angry, when I reflect that he ſhould fo 
ungrateful y, abuſe your Favours, and the parti- 
cular Friendfflip with which you are pleaſed to 

. | honour 


N W 
DIDDY 


: * 
- 3 = - | ——— 
. 888 
— «> = ——* 
— r —_ 
. * + nw 
NR, YO 
2 
er 
4 g S) Þ « 4 a 
—F — 
- 4 
5 4 
Ll] 
: bi 
v 
#1 
4 
j A. 
1 
2] 
| 44 
1 
1 . 
5 7 
35 . 
1 : 
» ] 
14 
* = . 
1 , - 
| 5 
: « 
; 
C * 
VT 
1 
© x 
{ f 
4 
x 
— e 
es 


in 
ö 11 0 


[8] 


honour him. Damna, cried the Lion, take care 


what thou ſay'ſt ; thou art accuſing one of whom 
I have a ſettled good Opinion : But if this be 
true, what Courſe is to be taken? Sir, replied 


Damna, there are two Sorts of People in the 


World, the one ſage and prudent, the other raſh 


and inconſiderate. The one are always at a 


loſs, when any Accident befals them; the other 


always foreſee things, and therefore nothing 


moves them, whatever happens. We ought, 
Sir, to imitate their Prudence, and ſecure our- 


ſelves from Danger, ſo ſoon as we have the leaſt 
Notice or Intimation of it. There are alſo, be- 
ſides theſe, yet another Sort of People, who, I 


have obſerved, never truly foreſee Danger; but, 
however, know how to take their proper Courſe 
when it preſents itſelf: And theſe three Cha- 
racters put me in Mind of the Fable of the three 
Fiſh, which I would tell your Majeſty, did I not 
fearit would offend your Patience. The Lion, 
on this, commanded Damna to let him hear it 
out; fo Damna thus proceeded, 


FAB EE XY; 
The two FISHERMEN and the three Frs u. 


HERE was once in your Majeſty's Domi- 
nions, a certain Pond, the Water of which 

was very clear, and emptied itſelf into a neigh- 
bouring River. This Pond was in a quiet Place ; 
it was remote from the Highway, and there were 
in it three Fiſh ; the one of which was prudent, 
the ſecond had but little Wit, and the third was 
a mere Fool. One Day, by chance, two Flſh- 
ermen, in their. Walks, perceiving this Pond, 
made up to it, and no ſooner obſerved theſe 
„ three 
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three Fiſh which were large and fat, but they 
went and fetched their Nets. to take them. The 
Fiſh ſuſpecting, by what they ſaw of the Fiſher- 
men, that they intended no leſs than their De- 
ſtruction, began to be in a World of Terror. The 
prudent Fiſh immediately refolved what Courſe to. 
take : He threw himſelf out of the Pond, through 
the little Channel that opened into the River, and 
fo made his Eſcape, The next Morning the two- 
Fiſhermen return'd ; they made it their firſt Bu. 
ſineſs to ſtop up all the Paſſages, to prevent the 
Fiſh from getting out, and were making Prepa- 
rations for taking them. The half-witted. Fiſh 
now heartily repented that he had not followed 
his Companion ;. at length, however, he be- 
thought himſelf of a Stratagem 3 he appeared 
upon the Surface of the Water with his Belly 


upward, and feigned to be dead. The Fiſher- 


men alſo having taken bim up, thought him: 
really what he counterfeited himſelf to be, ſo 
threw-him again into the Water. And the laſt 
which was the fooliſh Fiſh, ſeeing himſelf preſſed 
by the Fiſhermen ſunk down to the Bottom of 
the Pond, ſhifted up and down from Place to 
Place, but could not avoid, at laſt, falling in- 
to their Hands, and was that Day made Part of 
a public Entertainment, 


This Example, continued Damna, ſhews your 


Majeſty, that you ought to prevent Cohotorbe from 


doing the Miſchief he intends, by making your- 
ſelf Maſter of his Life, before he have yours at his 
Command. What you ſay is very agreeable to Rea- 
fon, faid the King, but I cannot yet believe that 
Cohotorbe, upon whom I have heaped ſo many 
Favours, ſhould be ſo perfidious as you repreſent 
him. Why, it is moſt true, replied Damna, that 
he never received any thing but Kindneſs from 

your 
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your Majeſty; but what is bred in the Bone, will 
never out of the Fleſh; neither can any thing come out 
of a Veſſel but what is put into it. Of which the 
following Fable is a ſufficient Proof. 


—__—_. * 


—— — 


The SCORPION and the TorToOrsr, 
Tortoiſe and Scorpion had once contracted 


a great Intimacy, and bound themſelves in 
ſuch a Tie of Friendſhip, that the one could not 


live without the other. Theſe inſeparable Com- 


panions, one Day finding themſelves obliged to 
change their Habitation, travelled together, but 
in their Way meeting with a large and deep Ri- 
ver, the Scorpion making a Stop, ſaid to the 
Tortoiſe, my dear Friend, you are well pro- 
vided for what we ſee before us, but how ſhall I 
get over this Water? Never trouble yourſelf my 
dear Friend for that, replied the Tortoiſe, I will 
carry you upon my Back ſecure from all Danger. 


The Scorpion on this, without Heſitation, got upon 


the Back of the Tortoiſe, who immediately took 
Water and began to ſwim. But he was hardly 
got half way acroſs the River, when he heard a 
terrible rumbling upon his Back, which made 
him aſk the Scorpion what he was doing? Do- 
ing! replied the Scorpion, why I am whetting my 
Sting, to try whether I can bore this horny 
Cuiraſs of yours that covers your Fleſh like a 
Shield from all Injuries. Oh ingrateful Wretch, 
cried the Tortoiſe, wouldſt thou, at a time 
when I am given thee ſuch a Demonſtration of 
my Friendſhip, wouldſt thou at ſuch a time, 
pierce with thy venomous Sting the Defence that 
Nature has given me, and take away my Life ? 
It 


L 4 

It is well, however, I have it in my Power, 
both to ſave myſelf and reward thee as thou de- 
ſerveſt; ſo ſaying, he ſunk his Back to ſome 
Depth under Water, threw off the Scorpion, and 
left him to pay his Life, the juſt Forfeit of his 
monſtrous Ingratitude. Had he not deſtroyed 
his ungrateful Favourite; in this Manner, Royal 
Sir, continued Damna, his own Life had paid 
for it; and it is a good, and moſt juſt general 
Rule, that the Wicked are never to be favoured. 
Jou urge me too hard upon this Subject, ſaid the 
Lion, and I cannot but think that were Cohotorbe 
capable of ſo much Perfidiouſneſs, he would cer- 
tainly have ſhewn his malicious Intentions before, 
Never truſt to that, replie Damna, he carries on his 
Deſign with more Prudence. He wilt not, Royal 
Sir, attack your Majeſty's Perſon openly and 
publickly himſelf ; no, but be will cajole your 
whole Court, and delude them into his Intereſts, 
and then take his own Time to deſtroy: your ſa- 
cred Perſon, and openly avowing his Guilt, per- 
haps, ſet himſelf up for King in your Place. 
Juſt Heaven keep me from ſeeing ſuch a Day ! 
Providence defend me from fuck Maſters ! You 
fay ſomething indeed now, ſaid the Lion, inter- 
rupting him, but now I know him guilty, how 
hall we find a fair Pretence to be rid of him? 
Let me alone for that, replied Damna, a faith» 
leſs Subject muſt be puniſhed, 

Theſe Amuſements of the ſubtle Fox made 
fuch an Impreſſion in the Mind. of the King, that 
he at length told Damna he was come to a Reſo- 
lation to admit. Cohotorbe no more into his Pre- 
ſence, but to baniſh him. all together from his 
Court, after he had upbraided. him with his In- 
gratitude, and let him know the Reaſon of his 
Fail. This Reſolution, however, was far enough 
from being pleaſing to Damna ; a guilty Con- 
| | ſcience 
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ſcience never can have reſt: He feared that if the 
King once came to talk with Cohotorbe, all his 
Villany would be diſcovered. On this, ſaid he 
to the Lion, Sir, if I may continue my Bold. 
neſs. of ſpeaking to your Majeſty, I have heard 
from Perfons of Underſtanding that a Prince 
ought never to inflict public Puniſhment upon 
Faults committed in Secret; nor ſecretly to 
chaſtiſe public Crimes: Therefore, ſeeing Coho- 


torbe is a ſecret Tranſgreſſor, he muſt be privately 


puniſhed, No, replied the Lion, it is a great 
Piece of Injuſtice to puniſh any one before he be 
told the Reaſon of his Puniſhment. To fatisfy 
yourſelf of his Guilt, replied Damna, it will be 
ſufficient, that once for all you make him ſen- 
ſible of your Diſpleaſure, and give him a cold 
Reception : his Conſcience will upbraid him with 
his Perfidiouſneſs at the ſame Inſtant, and he will 
no longer doubt but that you are preparing for 
him his due Reward : And you will perceive him 


——— diſturbed and agitated in his Mind, 
1 


which will be an evident Proof. of the Truth of 
my Suſpictons, If it prove fo, replied the Li- 
on, I ſhall be ſeon convinced of his Treaſon. 
Damna now ſeeing the King prepared to his 
Heart's Deſire, went to Cohotorbe, and made him 
a low Bow. To whom, the Ox, after many 
Careſſes, ſaid, my good old Friend, What is the 
Reaſon that you come to ſee me no oftner ? Is 
tt becauſe you think me no longer one of your 
Friends? Though I have been abſent for — 
time, replied Damna; yet, believe me, I have 
ſtill preſerved you in my Thoughts. But why, 
replied the Ox, did you retire from the Court? 
For this plain Reaſon, replied Damna, becauſe I 
love my Liberty ; and when we are in the King's 
Preſence we tremble for Fear, as always being 
under Reſtraint, If I miſtake you not, Friend, 
replied 


[86] 
replied Cohatorbe, you look as if you were nor 
ſatisfied with the King, and were afraid of ſome: 
Misfortune or foul Play. Indeed! you have 
gueſs d but too well the Cauſe of my Uneaſineſs, 
anſwered Damna : I tremble, and am as troubled 
as you can conceive me to be; but it is for your 
Sake, Friend; and not for my own, that I am 
in this Perplexity.. Poor Cobotorbe terribly fright- 
ed at this Anſwer, quaking for Fear, ſays to 
Damna, my dear Friend, let me know the Dan-- 
ger that threatens me, that if poſſible: I may 
guard againſt it. To this Damna, with a Look 
of great Compaſſion, replied. it is but juſt, 
Friend, that you ſhould know your Danger, nor 
ſhould I act conſiſtently with that Friendſhip I 
have ever profeſſed to you, not to acquaint you 
with it: The Truth therefore is this: A Friend 
of mine has intruſted me with a private Diſcourſe 
which paſſed ſome” Days ago, between the King, 
and a great Perſon who has no Kindneſs for 
your Lordſhip. Said the King to this great Per- 
ſon, I have been conſidering that Cohotorbe is now 
very fat and of no uſe to us; and as I muſt a few' 
Days hence fraſt all the Lords of my Court, I think 
my cheapeſt way will be to roaſt this Ox alive and 
whole for their Entertainment. TI tremble to re- 
peat this; but as I knew it I could not but inform 
you of it, and bring you this News to convince 
you that I am your real Friend, and to aſſiſt you, 
as far as lies in my Power, to avoid the Danger. 
Cohotorbe was aſtoniſhed at this Piece of diſmal 
Intelligence: But by what Device, ſaid he, ſhall 
I be able to eſcape this intended Cruelty of the 
King? Alas, good Heaven, is my Witneſs, I 
never gave him the leaſt Occaſion to uſe me ſo 
ſeverely. Certainly J muſt have ſome private 
Enemy who has falſely accuſed me behind my 
Back, and incenſed him without a Cauſe againſt 
me, 


Hen, have you ever obſerved in me? Can there 
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me. And a Prince who diſcards and puniſhes 4 


Servant, on ſuch Grounds, is like the Drake, 
who ſeeing the Reſemblance of the Moon in the 
Water, thought it to be ſome extraordinary Fiſh, 
and deluded with that Error dived ſeveral Times 
to catch it; but mad to ſee that all his Efforts 


proved vam, in a violent Rage came out of the 


Water, ſwearing never to return to that Element 


again: And after that though he were never ſo 
hungry, would never dive more after any Fith,, 


believing it to be only the Ligkt of the Moon: 


But for me, unhappy that I am, Backbiters and 


Flatterers have fo prepoſſeſſed the Lion againſt. 


me, that whatever I do henceforward to pleaſe: 
him, he will ſtill believe that I only diſſemble.. 


I know not what to ſay, or how to adviſe in this 
Caſe, replied Damna, the King may fee his Er- 
ror, and alter his Mind ; but then,. on the other 
Side, being abſolute in his Power, he may, 
without being bound to give any Reaſon for it, 
eondemn you to death. It is moſt true, replied 
Cohotorbe, that Princes often ſeek the Deſtruction 
of thoſe who ſeem their greateſt Favourites. 
And many who envy the Grandeur and Eaſe of 
a Court-Life know not the dangerous Accidents 


that attend it. As you may learn by the enſu- 


ing Fable. 
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The Fa Lc oN and the HE x. 


1 


F all the Animals I was ever acquainted 
with, faid a Falcon once to a Hen, you are 

the moſt unmindful of Benefits, and the moſt 
ungrateful. Why, what Ingratitude, replied the 
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be a greater Piece of Ingratitude, reptied the 
Falcon, than that which you commit in regard 
to Men? By Day they ſeek out every Nouriſh- 
ment to fat you; and, in the Night, you have a 
Place always ready to rooſt in, where they take 
care that your Chamber be cloſe barred up, that 
nothing may trouble your Repoſe : Never- 
theleſs, when they would catch you, you forget 
all their Goodneſs to you, and baſely endeavour 
to eſcape their Hands ; which is what I never 
do, I that am a wild Creature, no way obliged 
to them, and a Bird of Prey. Upon the meaneſt 
of their Careſſes I grow tame; ſuffer myſelf 
to be taken, and never eat but upon their Fiſts, 
All this is very. true, replied the Hen ; but I 
find you know hot the Reaſon of my Flight; 
you never ſaw a Falcon upon the Spit, but I have 
_ a thouſand Hens dreſt with all mannex of 

AUCES. 


I have recited this Fable to ſhew you, that 
often they who are ambitious of a Court-life, 
know not the Inconveniencies of it. I believe, 
Friend, ſaid Damna, that the Lion ſeeks your 
Life for no other Reaſon but becauſe he is jea- 
lous of your Virtues. The Fruit-trees only, re- 
jus Cohotorbe, are ſubject to have their Branches 

roken ; Nightingales are caged becauſe they 
ſing more pleaſantly than other Birds: and we 
pluck the Peacocks Feathers from their Tails for 
no other Reaſon but becauſe they are beautiful. 
Merit alone is therefore, too often, the Source 
and Origin of our Misfortunes. However, I 
am not afraid of whatever Contrivances the Ma- 
lice of wicked People can make to my Preju- 
dice ; but ſhall endeavour to ſubmit to whar I 
cannot prevent, and imitate the Nightingale in 


the following Fable. 


FABLE 
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FABLE XVIII. 
De NIGHTINGALE and the Countryman. 


Certain Countryman had a Rofe-buſh in 
A his Garden, which he made his ſole Plea- 
ſure and Delight. Every Morning he went to 
look upon it in the Seaſon of its flowering, and 
ſee his Roſes ready to blow. One Day as he 
was admiring, according to his Cuſtom, the 
Beauty of the Flowers, he ſpied a Nightingale, 
perched upon one of the Branches near a very 
fine Flower, and plucking off the Leaves of it one 
after another. This put him in ſo great a Paſ- 
ſion that the next Day he laid a Snare for the 
Nightingale, in Revenge of the Wrong ; in 
which he ſucceeded-ſo well, that he took the 
Bird and immediately put her in a Cage. The 
Nightingale, very melancholy to fee herſelf in 
that Condition, with a mournful Voice aſked the 
Countryman the Reaſon of her Slavery. To 
whom he replied, Knoweſt thou not that my 
whole Delight was in thoſe Flowers, which thou 
waſt wantonly deſtroying ; every Leaf that hoa 
pluckedſt from that Roſe was as a drop of Blood 
from my Heart. Alas! replied the Nightingale, 
you uſe me very ſevercly for having cropt a few 
Leaves from a Roſe ; but expect to be uſed 
harſhly in the other World, for afflicting me in 
this Manner; for there all People are uſed after 
the ſame Manner as they here uſe the other Ani- 
mals. The Countryman moved with theſe 
Words, gave the Nightingale her Liberty again; 
for which ſhe, willing to thank him, ſaid, Since 
you have had Compaſſion in your Nature, and 
have done me this Favour, I will repay your 
Kindneſs in the Manner it deferves. Know 

# therefore, 
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55 1 90] 
therefore, continued ſhe, that at the Foot of 
yonder Tree, there lies buried a Pot full of Gold, 
go and take it, and heaven bleſs you with it. 
the Countryman digged about the Tree, and, 

finding the Pot, aſtoniſhed at the Nightingale's 
Sagacity in diſcovering it; I wonder, faid he to 
her, that being able to ſee this Pot, which was 
buried under Ground, you could not diſcover the 


Net that was ſpread for your Captivity ? Know 


you not, replied the Nightingale, that however 


fharp-ſighted or prudent we are, we can never 
eſcape our Deſtiny ? | 


By this Example you fee that, when we are 
conſcious of our own Innocence, we are wholly 
to reſign ourſelves up to our Fate, Tis very 
true, replied Damna ; the Lion, however, ac- 
cording to the moſt juſt Obſervation of the cap- 
tive Nightingale in your Fable, in ſecking your 
Deſtruction, cannot but incur divine Puniſhment ; 
and, deſirous as he is to augment his Grandeur 
by your Fall, I am apt to think, that what once 
befel the Hunter will be his Deſtiny. | 


FABLE XIX. 
The HUNTER, the Fox, and the LEOPARD. 


Certain Hunter once, faid Damna, purſu- 

ing his Diſcourſe, eſpy'd in the Middle of 

a Field, a Fox, who look'd with fo engaging 
an Aſpect, and had on a Skin fo fair and lovely, 
that he had a great Deſire to take him alive. 
With this Intent he found out his Hole, and, juſt 
before the Entrance into it, dug a very deep 
Trench, which he cover'd with flender Twigs 
and Straw, and, having laid on it a Piece of 
| = ſmoaking 
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ſmoaking Lamb's Fleſh, juſt cut up, went and 


hid himſelf in a Corner, out of ſight. The Fox 
returning to his Hole, and obſerving, at a Di- 
ftance, what the Hunter had left for his Break - 
faſt preſently ran to ſee what dainty Morſel it 
was. When he came to the Trench, he would 
fain have been taſting the delicate Entertainment; 
but the Fear of ſome Treachery would not per- 
mit him to fall to : And in ſhort, finding he had 
ſtrong Reaſons to ſuſpe@ ſome ill Deſign towards 
him, he was cunning enough to remove his 
Lodging, and take up other Quarters. In a 
Moment after he was gone, as Fortune would 
have it, came a hungry Leopard, who, being 
tempted by the ſavory Odour of the yet warm 


and fmoaking Fleſh, made fuch Haſte to fall to, 


that he tumbled into the Trench. 'The Hunter, 
hearing the Noiſe of the falling Leopard, imme- 


diately threw himſelf into the Trench, without 


looking into it, never queſtioning but that it was 
the Fox he had taken ; but there found inſtead 
of him, the Leopard, who tore him in Pieces, 
and devoured him. | 


« 

This Fable teaches ns, that, however earneſtly 
we may wiſh for any Event, Prudence and Wil- 
dom ought to regulate our Defires, I did very 
Hl indeed, reply*d Cohotorbe, to accept the Li- 
on's Offer of Favour and Friendſhip, and now 
heartily wiſh I had been content with an humbler 
Fortune. *Tis not enough, reply'd Damna, in- 
terrupting him, to repent and bewail your paſt 
Life; your Buſineſs is now to endeavour to mo- 
derate the Lion's Paſſion, I am aſſured of his 


natural Good-will to me, repey Cotohorbe ; but 


Traitors and Flatterers will their utmoſt to 


change his Favour into Hatred, and I am afraid 


they will bring about their Deſigns. Don't you 
remember 
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[92] | 
remember that the Wolf, the Fox, and the Ra- 
ven once ruin'd the Camel. 


Gr 


FA BL E XX. 


The Worr, the Fox, the Raven, and the Ca- 
MEL. 

N former Ages, continued Cotohorbe, there 

were a crafty Raven, a ſubtle Fox, and a 
bloody Wolf, who put themſelves into the Ser- 
vice of a Lion, that held his Court in a Wood, 
near a certain not-much-frequented Highway. 
Near this Place, a Merchant's Camel once, quite 
tired with long Travel, got rid of his Burden, 
and lay down to reſt himſelf, and, if poſſible, 
preſerve his Life, In a few Days after, 
having recovered his Strength, he roſe up, 
and, ignorant of the Governor of theſe Ter- 
ritories, enter'd into the Lion's Wood, with 
a Deſign to feed. But, before he had ſpent 
an Hour in travelling into it, he was aſton- 
iſhed with the Appearance of the Lion, whoſe 
majeſtic Gait and Aſpect ſoon inform'd our Tra- 
veller that he was Monarch of the Place. The 
Camel, who, at firſt Sight, expected nothing 
but to be devour'd, was rejoiced to find this, 
and humbly offer'd him his Service. The Lion 
accepted it ; and, after he knew by what Acci- 
dent he came into the Place, aſk'd him what he 
would chuſe to do ? Whatever your Majeſty 
pleaſes, reply'd the Camel, very fubmiſſively. 
Thou art at thy Liberty, reply'd the Lion, to 
return, if thou likeſt it, and be the Slave of thy 
former Maſter ; or if thou wilt rather live with 
me, thou haſt my ſacred and inviolable Promiſe 


that thou ſhalt be ſecure from all Injuries. The 


Camel 
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Camel was very glad of this, and remain'd with 
the Lion, doing nothing but feed without Diſ- 


turbance, ſo that he ſoon became plump and far. 


One Day, after this, the Lion in his hunting, 
met an Elephant, with whom he encounter'd ; 
and returning wounded to the Wood, at length 
he was ſtarv'd to Death. While he lay on his 
Death-bed, however, the Raven, the Wolf, and 


the Fox, who liv'd only upon what the Lion left 


after he had been at the Field, fell into a deep 
Melancholy; which the Lion perceiving, ſaid to 
them, I am more ſorry for your Sadneſs than for 
my own Wounds. Go, and ſee if you can meet 


with any Veniſon in the Purlieus adjoining ; if 
you do, return and give me Notice, and, not- 


withſtanding my Wounds, I will go and ſeize it 
for you. Upon this, away they went, left the 
Lion, and held a Council all three together. 
Said the Wolf, If 1 may ſpeak among you, 
Friends, What Good does this Camel do here? 
We have no Correſpondence with him : nor does 
the Lion pet any thing by him ; let us kill him, 
and he will keep us alive for two or three Days, 


and, by that Time, the King may, perhaps, be 


cured of his Wounds, This Advice, however, 
tho* Hunger much pleaded in its favour, did not 
pleaſe the Fox, who affirm'd that the Camels 


Life could not be juſtly taken away, ſince the 
Lion had given his Word and ſolemn Promiſe 


that he ſhould live unmoleſted in the Wood; for 
that ſuch an Action would render the King odious 
to all Poſterity, who would look upon him as a 
perfidious Monarch, who gave Protection to a 
Stranger in his Dominions, only to put him to 
Death without a Cauſe, whenever he could make 
an Advantage of his Deſtruction. 

On this the Raven who had as hungry a Belly 
as the Wolf, together with a great deal of * 

an 


[94] 
and as much Malice, took upon him to reconcile 
both theſe Opinions, ſaying, That there might 
be a fair Pretence found to colour the Death of 
the Camel. Stay here, continued he, till J re- 
turn, and I will bring you the Lion's Conſent 
for his Deſtruction. So ſaying, away he went 
to the Lion; and, when he came in his Pre- 
ſence, making a profound Reverence, and put- 
ting on a ſtarved and meager Look, ſaid, May it 
leaſe your Majeſty to hear me a few Words : 
e are almoſt famiſh'd to Death, and ſo weak 
that we can hardly crawl along ; but we have 
found out a Remedy for all this, and, if your 
Majeſty will but give leave, have contrived how 
we ſhall have a Feaſt, What is your Remedy ? 
anſwer'd the Lion, hardly able to open his Jaws 
for Weakneſs and Anguiſh ; and what the Feaſt 
you propoſe yourſelves? To whom the Raven 
reply'd, Sir, the Camel, whom you once met 
in the Wood, lives like a Hermit in your King- 
dom ; he never comes near us, nor is he good 
for any thing but to ſatisfy our Hunger. And in 
regard your Majeſty wants good and wholeſome 
Diet in your preſent weak Condition, I am Sur- 
geon enough to venture to aſſure you, that Ca- 
mePs Fleſh muſt be very proper for you. The 
Lion who was of a truly noble Diſpoſition, was 
highly incens'd at this Propoſal of the Raven, 
and very paſſionately exclaimed, Oh ! what a 
wicked and treacherous Age is this! Vile and 
cunning as you are, for I have long known you, 
Corvo, (for ſo was the Raven call'd) how can all 
your Sophiſtry prove it lawful in a King to be 
faithleſs, and violate aſcertain'd Promiſes ? Sir, 
reply*d the Raven, far be it from me to attempt 
to prove that ; but, may it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
I cannot but remember upon this moſt urgent 
Occaſion, that great Caſuiſts hold it for a Manny 
at. 
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that aſingle Perſon may be ſacrificed to the Wel · 
fare of a whole Nation, Or ſhould'not this be- 
entirely ſatis factory to your Majeſty, perhaps 
there may be ſome Expedient found to diſengage 
you from your Promiſe. Upon that, the Lion 
bow'd down his Head with Fatigue and Anguiſh, 
as if to conſider of it, and the Raven returned to 
his Companions, to whom he related what Dif. 
courſe had pafs'd between the King and him, 
And now, ſaid he, let us go to the Camel, and in- 
form him of the unfortunate Accident that has 
befallen the King, and of his being likely to 
ſtarve; and then lay before him, that ſince we 
have ſpent the greateſt Part of our Lives in Peace 
and Plenty under the King's Reign, it is but juſt 
that ſome of us now ſhould ſurrender up our own, 
to prolong his Days. 15 | | 
In purſuance of this Diſcourſe, we will engage 
the Camel to accompany us, and go to the King 
and offer him our three Carcaſes ; ſtriving, at the 
ſame time, which ſhall be moſt free of his Fleſh 
to ſerve his Majeſty for his preſent Nouriſhment. 
The Camel, perhaps, will then be willing to fol- 
low our Example, and offer to ſacrifice himſelf 
in the ſame manner, and then we'll take him at 
his Word. This they all readily agreed to; and, 
in ſhort acted their Parts fo well, that they took 
the Camel with them to the King, to whom the 
Raven thus addreſs'd himſelf: Sir, ſaid he, ſeeing 
your Health is of much more Conſequence to the 
public Good, and more precious to us than our 
own Lives, ſuffer me to ſhew the juſt Senſe I have 
of my Duty, by offering up my own Body to you, 
to appeaſe your raging Hunger. What a goodly 
Collation you offer to his Majeſty ! cry'd the Fox, 
well inſtructed in the Part he was to act in this 
Deſign ; you that have only a little Skin, and three 
or four dry Bones, are a precious Bit to ſatisfy 
| the 
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the King, who, I warrant you, could feed at this 
time like a Glutton after a three Days Faſt. L 
have better Fleſh, and more ſubſtantial than yours, 
and have ſo much true Senſe of my Duty (as I 
hope every one of his Majeſty's Subjects has, eſ- 
pecially thoſe who, like us, have taſted of his 
Favours) that I am as deſirous as yourſelf to ap- 
prove my Gratitude and Love to my Sovereign. 
And, turning to the Lion, Sir, ſaid he, let me 
intreat your Majeſty to eat me. After theſe, the 
Wolf play'd his Part. Sir, ſaid he, your Ma- 
jeſty muſt have more ſolid Diet to refreſh your 
hungry Stomach than theſe can afford you, and 
I think myſelf a Banquet much more proper to 
regale you. The Camel, on this, unwilling to 
appear leſs affectionate than the reſt, when it 
came to his turn, All you three, ſaid he, are not 
enough to fatisfy the King's Hunger; but, though 
he had not eaten a Mouthful theſe three Days, I 
alone am ſufficient to reſtore him to his Health. 
Then faid all the reſt, this Camel ſpeaks Reaſon, 
his Fleſh is excellent, dainty, and worth your 
Majeſty's Taſte. How happy will he be to 
leave to Poſterity ſuch an Example of Zeal and 
Generoſity ! And, ſo ſaying, they all fell upon 
him, and tore him to Pieces before he could 
ſpeak another Word. 


This Fable ſhews you, that when ſeveral Con- 
ſpirators combine together in the Contrivance of 
an Enterprize, they eaſily bring it to paſs. You 
are perfectly in the right, ſaid Damna ; and, for 
my Part, were I in your Condition, I would de- 
fend my Life ; and, if I muſt periſh, fall like 
a Warrior, not like a Victim of Juſtice at 
the Gallows. He that dies with his Sword in 
his Hand, renders himſelf famous. *Tis not 
good to begin a War ; but, when we are at- 

tack'd 
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tack'd, 'tis ignominious to ſurrender ourſelves 
cowardly into the Enemy's Hand. This is right 
and proper Counſel, reply'd Cohotorbe ; but we 
ought to know our Strength before we engage in 
a Combat : For, if we attack our Enemy raſhly 
and imprudently, we may, too late, perhaps, 
remember the famous Story of the Angel Ruler 
of the Sea, which I'Il tell you. 


I A EEE OI. 


FABLE XII. 


The ANGEL RULER of the Ska, and two Birds, 
calPd GERANDI X. > 


nnen 


WO Birds, of that kind call'd Gerandi, 
continued Cohotorbe, once lived together 

upon the Shores of the Indian Sea. After they 
had long enjoy'd the Pleaſures of conjugal Affec- 
tion, when it was near the Seaſon for laying 
Eggs, ſaid the Female to the Male, Tis time 
for me to ehuſe a proper place wherein to pro- 
duce my young ones. To whom the Male re- 
ply'd, This where we now are is, I think, a very 
good Place. No, reply'd the Female, this can- 
not do ; for the Sea may hereafter {well beyond 
theſe Bounds, and the Waves carry away my 
Eggs. That can never be, ſaid the Male, nor 
dares the Angel Ruler of the Sea do me an In- 
I jury ; for, if he ſhould, he knows I would cer- . 
"4 tainly call him to an Account, You muſt never 
boaſt, 77 the Female, of a thing which you 
are not le to perform. What Compariſon is 
there between you and the Prince of the Sea ? 
* Gerandi are Birds of the Ea/? Indies, which lay 


their Eggs in the Sands of the Sea-ſnore. and fit four 
Weeks. ; 
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Take my Advice: Avoid ſuch Quarrels ; and, if 
you deſpiſe my Admonitions, beware you are not 
ruinꝰd by your Obſtinacy. Remember the Miſ- 
fortune that befell the Tortoiſe, *Tis a Story I I 
have not heard, reply'd the Male ; pray tell it me. 


— 


"IE — 


F A B L E XXII. 
The TorxToisE and two Ducks. 


HERE was a Tortoiſe, continued the Fe- 

male, that lived in a Pond with ſome 
Ducks, her old Companions, in full Content and 
oreat Felicity for many Years. But at length, 
there happened ſo dry a Seaſon, that there was, IMh..: 
at laſt no Water in the Pond. The Ducks, 
upon this, finding themſelves conſtrained to 
remove to ſome other Habitation, went to the 
Tortoiſe to take their Leaves of him. 'The Tor- 
toiſe, in Terror for his impending Deſtruction, 1 
upbraided them for leaving him in the Time of 
his Calamity, and beſought them to carry him Ext 
along with them, To whom the Ducks replied, ¶ ble 
Be aſſured tis a great Trouble to us that we muſt , 


leave you in this Condition, but we are con- — 
ſtrained to it for our own Preſervation : And as ij, : 
to what you propoſe to us, to take you with us, -_— 

we have a long Journey to make, and you can * : 
never follow us, becauſe yon cannot fly. On be br 
this Condition, however, it is poſſible for us to Ido u: 
fave you, if you can only be enough your own Rand 


Friend to follow our Advice, and keep a ſtrict 
and perfect Silence; and, on this Condition, if 
you will promiſe us not to ſpeak a Word by the 
Way, we will carry you. But we ſhall meet 
with ſome that will talk to us, and then, tis 
Ten to One, but you will be twatling ; and, if 
you are, remember that we nd tell you, 13 

3 4 ' an 5 
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hand, it will be your Deſtruction. No; anſwered 
the Tortoiſe fear me not; I will do whatever 
you would have me. Things being thus ſettled, 
the Ducks ordered the Tortoiſe to take a little 
Stick and hold it by the Middle faſt in his Mouth; 
and then exhorting him to keep ſteady, they took 
the Stick by each End, and. ſo raiſed him up. 
Thus they carried him along in Triumph ; but 
it was not long before, as they flew over a Vil- 
lage, the Inhabitants wondering at the Novelty 
of the Sight, fell a ſhouting with all their Might; 
this made ſuch a Noiſe that the Tortoiſe grew 
impatient to be twatling ; and, at length, not 
able to keep Silence any longer, he was going to 
wiſh the People's Mouths ſewed up, for making 

WW fuch a Clamour ; but, ſo ſoon as he opened his 

Mouth to vent his Curſes, he let go the Stick, 
and ſo fell to the Ground and killed himſelf. 


, This Example ſhews us, Spouſe, ſaid the fe. 

f male Gerandi, that we ought not to deſpiſe the 

1 [Exhortations of Friends. I have heard your Fa- | 
„ ble, faid the Male, and all that I ſhall ſay in an- 
ſt wer to it is this, They who want Courage are ne | 
May capable of great Performances. Be governed | 
by me ; I have as earneſt a Deſire of preſerving 

our young ones as yourſelf, yet I am bold to ſay 

let us hatch our young ones in this Place; and 

be aſſured that the Angel Ruler of the Sea dares . 

dous no Harm. The Female, on this, obey'd, 

and built her Neſt accordingly in the Sand by the 

dea-ſide. But within a Day or two after, the 

Ocean ſwelling, the Waves overturned the Neſt, 

and the Ruler of the Sea took the Eggs. The. 

Female, on this Misfortune, addreſling herſelf 

o the Male, faid, I told you that you were too 
an-glorious to dare to out-brave a Power which 

t became you rather to revere ; but, now he 
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has done this Injury, let us ſee how you will re- 
venge yourſelf? Depend upon it, replied the 
Male, I will make him reſtore your Eggs; and 
ſo ſaying, without Delay, he flew to all the 
Birds, one after another, told them the Story, 
and crav'd their Aid to revenge himſelf upon the 
Ruler of the Sea., All the Birds promiſed their 
Succour to the Gerandi, and went with him to 
the Griffin, and threaten'd to acknowledge him 
no longer for their King, if he did not head 
them in this Enterprize. The Griffin, as tenacious 
of the Right of his Subjects, as revenge ful in his 
own Nature, readily engaged in the War, and 
immediately flew before them, and they beſet 
the Ruler of the Sea's Palace; who, ſeeing ſuch 
an infinite Number of Birds, in great Terror 
and Afﬀright, came out to them, and reſtored 
the Eggs. | 62 01 
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An Enemy, ſaid Damna, I very well know, 
is at no time to be deſpis' d. However, reply'd 
Cotohorbe, I will not begin the Combat; but if the 
Lion attack me, I will endeavour to defend my- 
ſelf. Well, anſwer'd Damna, that you may 
know when to be upon your Guard, let me give 
you this Caution: When you ſee him laſh the 
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N Ground with his Tail, and roll his Eyes angrily | 
| about, you may be ſure he will immediately be 

* upon you. I thank you for your Advice, re- N 
| | ply'd Cohotorbe, and when I obſerve the Signs : 
= which you have ſo like a Friend, inform'd me 
* of, I ſhall prepare myſelf to receive him. 7 
1 Here they parted; and Damna, overjoy'd at 

| the Succeſs of his Enterprize, ran to Kalia, who 6 
1 aſkꝰd him how his Deſign went forward. I thank 1 
j Z my Fates, ery'd Damna, I am juſt going to tri- 
1 amph over my Enemy. After this ſhort Confa- ” 
| | | e | bulation, 10 


Den 


DDr 
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bulation, the two Foxes went to Court, where 
ſoon after Cohotorbe arriv'd. 
The Lion no ſooner beheld him, but he 
thought him guilty : And Cohotorbe, caſting his 
Eyes upon the Lion, made no queſtion, from 
what he ſaw, but that his Majeſty had reſolv'd 
his Ruin : So that both the one and the other 
manifeſting, thoſe Signs which Damna had de- 
ſcribed to each, there began a moſt terrible Com- 


bat, wherein the Lion kill'd the Ox, but not, 


however, without a great deal of 'Trouble and 
Hazard. When all was over, O! what a wicked 
Creature thou art! cry'd Kalila to Damna, thou 


haſt here, for thine -own ſake, endanger'd the 


King's Life: Thy End will be miſerable for 
eontriving ſuch pernicious Deſigns : and that 
which happen'd to a Cheat, who was the Cully 


of his own Knaveries, will, one Day, befall 


thee, 


o 
2 — 
8 th 
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FABLE XXIII. 


Two young MERCHANTS, the one crafty, and the 


other without Deceit. 


WO young Merchants once left their 
1 Country, to travel together upon the Ac- 
count of Trade: The one was call'd Sharport, 
the other S:mpleton, Theſe two, in one of their 
firſt Journies, by Accident found a Bag full of 
Money; on which ſaid Sharpwit to his Compa- 
nion, Travelling, I believe, in truth, is very pro- 
fitable, but it is alſo very painful ; therefore, 
Brother, let us be contented with this Money 
which Fortune has thrown into our way, with- 
out fatiguing ourſelves any more: Simpleton con- 


ſenting to this, they left off their Deſigns of 


F 3 Travelling, 
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travelling, and return'd both to their Lodging. 
Before they parted, Simpleton bethought himſelf 
of dividing what they had found, to the End 
they might be both at their own Liberty. But, 
ſaid Sharpwit, no, Brother, believe me, it is 
much better to put it into a ſafe Place, and every 
Day to take ſomething out of the ſtock for their 
Occaſions, without bringing the whole of our 
ſeveral Fortunes into ſeparate Danger. To this 
Simpleton anfwer'd, That he very well approv'd 
of his Propoſal ; and, accordingly, they hid the 
Money, taking each of them only a ſmall Sum 
for their particular Expences. The next Day, 
however, Sharpwit went where the Money lay, 
and having taken it away, return'd home. On 
the other hand, Simpleton thought not of going 
to the Hoard while his little Stock laſted ; but 
When he had expended all that he had, he went 
to Sharpwit's Lodging, and meeting with him, 
Come, ſaid he, let us go together, and take out 
fuch another Sum as we took out before. Con- 
tent, anſwer'd Sharpwit, for I have ſpent all my 
Stock, and want Money, So they went both 
together; but when they came to the Place where 
the Money had been hid, behold the Birds were 
flown, Sharpwit on this threw himſelf on the 
Ground, tore his Hair, rent his Cloaths, and 
weeping to his Companion, Why haſt thou dealt 
ſo unkindly with thy Friend, ſaid he, for no 
body but you could take away the Money, ſince 
no body elſe knew where it was hid. *Twas in 
vain for Simpleton to fwear he had not taken it 
away : The other ſtill feigned to be affin'd of 
the contrary, and wickedly, not contented with 
- robbing his Brother of all he had, was for hav- 
ing him loſe his Life by falſe Accuſations, that 
he might be ſure to have no more Fear of his 
finding him out. What will not the * 
| t 
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thirſt after Money compel us to ! To conclude, 
At length, they went both before a Judge, be- 
fore whom Sharpwit, after he had related the 
whole Story, how they found the Money, and 
how they agreed to hide it, accus'd Simpleton of 
having ſtolen it. The Judge call'd preſently for 
Witneſſes to prove the Robbery; to which Sharp- 
wit reply'd, I have no other Witneſſes but the 
Tree that grows next the Place ; and I hope God, 
who is juſt, will ſuffer the dumb Tree to give 
Teſtimony of the Truth. The Judge, admiring 
to hear the Man talk at ſuch a rate, reſolv'd to 
ſee the Iſſue of the Buſineſs, and accepting the 
Tree for a Witneſs, promis'd the next Day to 
take a Walk to the T'ree and examine it : And 
ſo the two Merchants went home, In the mean 
time Sharpwit told his Father the whole Story, 
aſſuring him withal, that he had no hope but in 
him, when he took the Tree for his Evidence. 
And if you will but act your Part, added he, 
we ſhall have the Sum which I have taken, to 
ourſelves, and as much more from the Party ac- 
cusꝰd upon his Condemnation, which will ſerve 


us very well the Remamder of our Days. His 


Father on this, aſk'd him what he was to do: 
Why, Sir, reply'd the Son, you muſt go into 
the Free in the Evening, and lye there all 
Night, to the End, that when the Judge comes 
betimes in the Morning, you may give Teſti- 
mony according to the Cuftom. O Son! ſaid 
the Father, leave off theſe Schemes of Knavery, 
for though thou may'ſt deceive Men, thou can'ſt 
never deceive the Almighty ; and I am afraid 
thy Fortune will have the ſame Succeſs with 
that of the Frog. | 


F 4 FABLE 
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FABLE XXIV. 
The Fxoc, the CRavy-Fisn, and the SERPENT. 


HERE was once a Frog which had her 
| Habitation in the Neighbourhood of the 
Hole of a Serpent, who every time ſhe brought 
forth young ones, eat them up; this put her al- 
moſt beſide her Wits ; and one Day going to pay 
a Viſit to a Cray-fiſh, that was one of her Goſ- 
fips, in the Anguiſh of her Heart ſhe utter'd 
many bitter Imprecations againſt the Serpent, 
and made her the Confidant of her Grievances. 
The Cray-fiſh put her in good heart, aſſuring 
her, that a way might be found out to rid her 
from ſuch a pernicious Neighbour. You will 
oblige me indeed, ſaid the Frog, if you will 
'teach me that, Hark you then, replied the Cray- 
nh, there is in ſuch a Place one of my Com- 
rades, who is very large, and indeed a Monſter 
among us, take you a ſufficient Number of lit- 
tle Menows, and lay them all in a Row from 
this Cray-fiſh's Hole, to the Serpent's Lodging; 
for the Cray-fiſh that I tell you of will certainly 
ſnap them up all, one after another, till he comes 
where the Serpent lies, who will come forth 
upon the Noiſe, and then the Cray-fiſh will de- 
vour him too. The Frog followed this Advice, 
and ' taſted the ſweet Pleaſure of Revenge. But 
two Days after, the Cray-fiſh that had eaten the 
Serpent, thinking to find more, went hunting in 
the ſame Neighbourhood, and ſoon fell upon the 
Place where the Frog was now hatching another 
Brood, and cat up not only all her young ones, 
but herſelf alſo, 

You ſee by this Fable, concluded he, that, De- 
ceivers are often deceiv'd. Father, ſaid the * F 
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let me intreat you to leave off this idle Diſcourſe ; 
we have no Time now for talking, but muſt con 
_ clude either to earn the Money, or go without 
it, Upon this the old Man, who was covetous 
enough, not able to diſſuade his Son, ſubmitted, 
and went and hid himſelf in the Tree. The 
next Day, F-times in the Morning, the Judge 
made haſte {- the Tree, accompany'd by a great 
Number of Perſons of Wit and Penetration, and 
a great Croud of others that deſired to be Wit- 
neſſes of this new way of Accuſation. After 
ſome Ceremonies, the Judge aſk'd the Tree, 
Whether it were true that Simpleton had taken the 
Money in diſpute? Preſently he heard a Voice 
that anſwer'd, Yes,,— he is guilty of what he is 
accus d. This ſomewhat aſtoniſh'd the Judge at 
firſt ; but afterwards ſurmiſing that there might be 
ſomebody in the Tree, order'd all the Boughs 
round about the Tree to be heap'd together and 
ſet on fire. Upon which the poor old Man, af- 
ter he had endur'd the Heat as long as he could, 
cry'd out, Mercy, Mercy; and being then lifted 
out of the Tree, confeſs'd the Truth, made ma- 
nifeſt the Innocence of Simpleton, and Sharpwit's 
Wickedneſs ; for which he was puniſh'd as he 
deſerv'd, while all the Money was taken from the 
Accuſer and given to the Party accus'd. 


I haverecited this Example to you, ſaid Kalila, 
to ſhew you that there is nothing Hke acting with 
uprightnefs and Sincerity. You are to blame, ſaid 
Damna to call Wit by the Name of Knavery, and 
the Care of a Man's own Intereſts by the Appel. 
lation of Artifice : for my Part, I am apt to 
think, that I have ſhewn nothing but Wit and Judg - 
ment in my whole Conduct. Thou art a wicked 
Creature, cry'd Kalila, nor will I any longer 
liſten to thee, os live with thee ; thou teacheſt 
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ſuch wicked Maxims, that thoſe who frequent 
thy Company, I am afraid, will come to the 
ſame End with a certain Gardener, of whom I'lt 
tell thee a remarkable Hiſtory. 


* 


F AB LE XXV. 


De GARDENER and the BE AR. 
J\HERE was once, in the Eaſtern Parts of 
our Country, a Gardener, who loved Gar- 
dening to that Degree, that he wholly abſented 
himſelf from the Company of Men, to the End 
he might give himſelf up entirely to the Care of 
his Flowers and Plants. He had neither Wife 
nor Children; and from Morning till Night he 
did nothing but work in his Garden, fo that it lay 
like a terreſtrial Paradiſe. At length, however, 
the good Man grew weary of being alone, and 
took a Reſolution to leave his Garden in ſearch 
of good Company. | | 
As he was ſoon after, walking at the Foot of 
a Mountain, he ſpy'd a Bear, wheſe Looks had 
in them nothing of the ſavage Fierceneſs natural 
to that Animal, but were mild and gentle. This 
Bear was alſo weary of being alone, and came 
down from the Mountain, for no other Reaſon, 
but to ſee whether he could meet with any one 
that would join Society with him. 80 ſoon, 
therefore, as theſe two ſaw each other, they be- 
gan to have a Friendſhip one for another ! and 
the Gardener firſt accoſted the Bear, who, in re- 
turn, made him a profound Reverence. After 
ſome Compliments paſs'd between them, the 
Gardcner made the Bear a Sign to follow him; 
and carrying him into his Garden, regaPd him 
with a World of very delicious Fruit — 
| A 
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had carefully preſerved ; ſo that at length they 
enter'd into a very ſtrit Friendſhip together; in- 
ſomuch, that when the Gardener was weary of 
working, and lay down to take a little Nap, the 
Bear, out of Affection, ſtay'd all the while by 


him, and kept off the Flies from his Face. One 


Day as the Gardener lay down to ſleep at the 
Foot of a Tree, and the Bear ſtood by, accord- 
ing to his Cuſtom, to drive away the Flies, it 


happen'd that one of thoſe Inſects did light upon 


the Gardener's Mouth, and ſtill as the Bear drove 
it away from one Side, it would light on the 


other; which put the Bear into ſuch a Paſſion 
that he took up a great Stone to kill it, ?Tis 


true, he did kill the Fly, but at the ſame time 


he broke out two or three of the Gardener's 
Teeth. From whence Men of Judgment ob- 
ſerve, That it is better io have a prudent Enemy, than 


en ignorant Friend. 


This Example ſhews, that we ſhould take care 
whom we are concern'd with; and I am of Opi- 
nion that your Society is no leſs dangerous than 
the Company of the Bear. 'This is an ill Com- 
pariſon, reply'd Damna, I hope I am not fo ig- 
norant, but that I am able to diſtinguiſh between 
what is baneful, and what is beneficial to my 
Friend. Why, I know very well, indeed, reply'd 
Kalila, that your Tranſgreſſions are not the-Fail- 
ings of Ignorance ; but I know too that you can 
betray your Friends, and that when you do, it 
is not without long Premeditation ; witneſs the 
Contrivances you made uſe of to ſet the Lion 
and the poor Ox together by the Ears : But, 
after this, I cannot endure to hear you pretend 
to Innocence. In ſhort, you are like the Man 


that would make his Friend believe that Rats 


cat Iron, | 
FABLE 
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FABLE XXVI. 
The MERcnanT and bis FRIEND, 


" A Certain Merchant, ſaid Ka/ila, purſuing her 

Diſcourſe, had onee a great Deſire to 
make a long Journey, Now in regard that he 
was not very wealthy, 'tis requiſite, ſaid he to 
himſelf, that before my Departure I ſhould leave 
ſome part of my Eſtate in the City, to the End 
that if I meet with ill Luck in my Travels, I may 
have wherewithal to keep me at my Return, 
To this purpoſe he delivercd a great Number of 
Bars of Iron, which were a principal Part of his 
Wealth, in truſt to one of his Friends, deſiring him 
to keep them during his Abſence ; and then taking 
bis Leave, away he went. Some time after, 


having had but ill Luck in his Travels, he re- 


turned home; and the firſt thing he did was to 
go to his Friend, and demand his Iron: But his 
Friend who owed ſeveral Sums of Money, hav- 
ing ſold the Iron to pay his own Debts, made 
him this Anſwer ; Truly, Friend, faid he, I put 
your Iron into a Room that was cloſe locked, 
imagining it would have been there as ſecure as 
my own Gold; but an Accident has happened 
which no body could have ſuſpected, for there 
was a Ratin the Room that eat it all up. The 


Merchant, pretending Ignorance, replied, *tis a 


terrible Misfortune to me, indeed, but I know 
of old that Rats love Iron extremely; I have 
ſuffered by them many times before in the ſame 
manner, and therefore can the better bear my 
preſent Affliction. This Anſwer extremely 
pleaſed the Friend, who was glad to hear the 
Merchant ſo well inclined to believe that the 
Rats had caten his Iron; and to remove all Suſ- 

n picions, 
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picions, deſired him to dine with him the next 
Day. The Merchant promiſed he would, but 
in the mean time he met in the middle of the 
City one of his Friend's Children; the Child he 
carried home, and locked up in a Room. The 
next Day he went to his Friend, who ſeemed to 
be in great Affliction, which he aſked him the 
Cauſe of, as if he had been perfectly ignorant 
of what had happened. Oh my dear Friend ! 
anſwered the other, I beg you to excuſe me, 
if you do not ſee me fo chearful as otherwiſe I 
would be; I have loſt one of my Children; I 
have had him cried by Sound of Trumpet, but 
I know not what is become of him. Oh! re- 
plied the Merchant, I am grieved to hear this, 
for Yeſterday in the Evening as I parted from 
hence, I ſaw an Owl in the Air with a Child in 
his Claws, but whether it were yours I cannot 


tell. Why, you moſt fooliſh and abſurd Grea- : 
ture, replied the Friend, are you not aſhamed to 


tell ſuch an egregious Lie ? An Owl, that weighs 


at moſt, not above two or three Pound, can he 
carry a Boy that weighs above fifty? Why, re- 


plied the Merchant, do you make ſuch a Won- 
der at that? as if in a Country where one Rat 
can eat a hundred Ton Weight of Iron, it were 
fuch a Wonder for an Owl to carry a Child 


that weighs not above fifty Pound in all. The 


Friend upon this found that the Merchant was no 
ſuch Fool as he took him to be, begged his Par- 
don for the Cheat which he deſigned to have put 
upon him, reſtored him the Value of his Tron, 
and ſo had his Son again, | 


This Fable ſhews, continued Xa/ila, that theſe 
_ fine-ſpun Deceits are not always ſucceſsful ; but 


as to your Principles, I can eaſily ſee that if you 
could be ſo unjuſt as to deceive the Lion, to 


whom 


| [ 110 ] | 
whom you were ſo much indebted for a thouſand 
Kindneſſes, you will with much more Confi- 
dence put your Tricks upon thoſe to whom you 
are leſs obliged. This is the Reaſon why I think 
your Company is dangerous. 

While Damna and Kalila were thus confabu- 
lating together, the Lion whoſe Paſſion was now 
over, made great Lamentations for Cohotorbe, 
faying, that he began to be ſenſible of his Loſs, 
becauſe of his extraordinary Endowments. I 
know not, added he, whether I did ill or well 
in deſtroying him, or whether what was reported 
of him was true or falſe, Thus muſing for a 
while in a ſtudious Melancholy, at length he re- 
pented of having puniſhed a Subje&, who might, 
for aught he knew, be innocent. Damna ob- 
ferving that the Lion was ſeized with Remorſe of 
Conſcience, left Kalila, and accofted the King 
with a moſt reſpectful Humility : Sir, faid he, 
what makes your Majeſty fo penfive ? Conſider, 
that here your Enemy hes at your Feet, and fix 
your Eyes upon ſuch an Object with Delight. 
When I think upon Cobotorbe's Virtues, ſaid the 
Lion, I cannot but bemoan his Loſs. He was 
my Support and my Comfort, and it was by his 
prudent Counſel that my People lived in Repoſe. 
This indeed was once the Caſe, replied Damna, 
but his Revolt was therefore the more dangerous; 
and I am grieved to ſee your Majeſty bewail the 
Death of an unfaithful Subject. ?*Tis true he 
was profitable to the Public ; but in regard he 
had a Deſign upon your Perſon, you have done 
no more than what the wiſeſt have already ad- 
viſed, which is to cut off a Member that would 
prove the Deſtruction of the whole Body. Theſe 
Admonitions of Damna's for the preſent gave the 
Lion a little Comfort: But notwithſtanding all, 
Cohotorbo s Innocence crying continually — 
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wards in the Monarch's Breaſt for Vengeance; 
rouzed at laſt ſome Thoughts in him, by which 
he found means to diſcover the long Chain of 
Villanies Damna had been guilty of. He that 
will reap Wheat muſt never ſow Barley. He only 


that does good Actions, and thinks juſt Thoughts, will 


be happy in this World, and cannot fail of Rewards 
and Bleſſings in the other. 


CHAT. HE 


That the WicKeD come to an ill End. 


1 Have with great Attention and Delight, ſaid 


Dabſchelim, now heard the Hiſtory of a Sy- 
cophant, who by his Flatteries deceived his 


Prince, and was the Cauſe that he wronged his 


Miniſter : Tell me therefore now, how the Lion 
came to diſcover Damna's Infidelities, and what 
was the End of this cunning and moſt wicked 


Kings, anſwered the old Bramin, are by no 
means to give any Credit to the various Reports 
that are whiſpered in their Ears, till they under- 
ſtand whether the Stories which they hear pro- 
ceed from the Lips of Friends or Enemies. It 
is with great Delight that I have obſerved your 
Majeſty's Attention to what I have been relating, 
and now ſhall joyfully proceed to give the Ac- 
count of thoſe Things which you yet deſire to 
know. Some time after the Lion had killed the 
Ox, he was, as I have already obſcrved, very 
much troubled in his Mind; the Reflections that 
he continually made upon the good Services 
which the Ox had done him, plunged him wy” 
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ſo deep a Melancholy, that he a andoned the 


Care of his Dominions, and his Court became 
a Wilderneſs. He talked without Intermiſſion, 
of Cohetorb#s rare Endowments ; and the good 


Character which others gave him was the only. 


Conſolation which his Grief would admit. One 
Night as he was wrapt up in Diſcourſe with the 
Leopard concerning the Virtues of the Ox; 
Your Majeſty, faid the Leopard, too heavily af- 
flicts yourſelf for a Thing which it is impoſſible 
to remedy : And ſuffer me to remind your Ma- 
jeſty, that he that turmoils himſelf to ſeek what 
he cannot find, not only never acquires what he 
ſeeks, but inſtead of that loſes what he has ; as 
the Fox once loſt a Hide, in hopes of getting a 


Hen which he longed for: *Tis a remarkable 
Story, and if your Majeſty will give me Per- 


1 
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FABLE T. 


O44: The Fox, the Wore, and the Ra VEN. 


Certain Fox that was ranging about in 
A ſearch of Food, found onee a large Piece 
of a raw Hide, which ſome wild Beaſt or other 
had let fall; he eat one Part of it, and took the 
reſt with a Deſign to carry it to his Hole; but in 


his Way near a Village he ſpied ſeveral Hens that 


were plump and fat, which a certain Boy ſet to 


watch them had always in his Eye. Theſe 


Dainties ſet the Fox's Teeth a watering to that 


Degree that he left his raw Hide, which he was 
ſure of, to get one of theſe delicate Morſels. At 


the ſame Inſtant came a Wolf up to him, and 


aſked him what he gazed after with ſo much 
Earneſtneſs. Thoſe Hens that you ſee yonder, 
anſwered 
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anſwered the Fox ; I would fain have one of 


them for my ſecond Courſe. You will only loſe 


your Time, replied the Wolf, in attempting it ; 
they are guarded by ſo vigilant a Servant that tis 
impoſſible for you to get near them, withoutrun- 
ning a manifeſt Hazard, Take my Adviee there- 
fore, content yourſelf with your Piece of raw 


Hide, for fear you meet with the ſame hard For- 
tune that once befel the Aſs, who, while he 


was looking after his Tail, loſt his Ears. 


. 
The Ass and the GARDENER. 


Certain Aſs, continued he, had onee by 

ſome Accident loft his Tail, which was a 
grievous Affliction to him; and as he was every 
where ſeeking after it, being Fool enough to 
think he could ſet it on again, he paſſed through 
a Meadow and afterwards got into a Garden. 
The Gardener ſeeing him, and not able to en- 
dure the Miſchief he was doing in trampling 
down his Garden, fell into a violent Rage, ran 
to the Aſs, and never ſtanding on the Ceremony 
of a Pillory, cut off both his Ears, and beat 
him out of the Ground. Thus the Aſs, who 
bemoaned the Loſs of his Tail, was in far greater 
Affliction when he ſaw himfelf without Ears: 
And believe me, that, in general, whoever he 
de that takes not Reaſon for his Guide, wanders 
about, and at length falls into Precipices. 

The Fox however was ſtill eagerly importuned 
by his extraordinary longing after a Tit: bit. 
What come you hither for, ſaid he to the Wolf, 
to trouble me with your Morals and your Fables ? 
I will let you ſee, that he who has Courage 
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ſcorns the Terror of ſach Examples, and dares 
do any thing : So ſaying, he advanced ſlyly to- 
ward the Hens, leaving his Piece of raw Hide; 
and the Wolf finding that his Admonitions would 
do no Good, went about his Buſineſs. In the 
mean time the Fox crept ſoftly toward his fea- 
ther'd Prey; but the Boy perceiving his thieviſh 
Intention, threw a large Stone ſo luckily at him, 
that he hit him on the Foot. The poor Fox 
afraid left the Boy ſhould reach his Pate next 
time, returned with much more haſte than he 
tame, reſolved to be contented with his Piece 
of raw Hide. But, alas! that was gone too; 
for a Raven coming by at the ſame time, had 


carried it way ; and the Fox could now have torn 
his own Fleſh for Madueſs. 


Jou ſee, Sir, purſued the Leopard, by theſe 
Stories the Misfortunes that attend raſh and in- 
- conſiderate Enterprizes ; and permit me to add, 
that your Majeſty ought never to deſpair, nor 
abandon the Government of your Dominions 
for the Loſs of one Subject. On this the Lion 
for a while ſtood mute, but then recovering his 
Speech, You ſay true, ſaid he, but if I do not 
this, I would at leaſt eaſe my troubled Mind, 
and ſtrongly revenge Ceohotorbe's Death, if 1 
could find that he had been unjuſtly accuſed. 
This is a juſt and a noble Intent, replied the 
Leopard; but, Sir, Deſponding is not the Way 
to attain your End: You mult carefully examine 
| whether the Complaints that were brought you of 
his Miſcarriages were true or not. If he was 
guilty, he has been defervedly puniſhed ; if not, 
the Accuſer ought to feel your Severity. Then 
ſaid the Lion to the Leopard, I appoint thee my 
Searcher of the Truth on this Occaſion, and en- 
treat thee to do all thou can'ſt to find it ws 
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Now in regard it was by this time late, the 
Leopard for the preſent took his Leave of the 
Lion: but in his Way to his Lodging, paſſing 
by Kalila's and Damna's Apartment, he thought 
he heard them diſcourſing together. The Leo- 
pard had long ſuſpected Damna to be no leſs 
wicked than indeed he was, and his Curioſity 
therefore led him to go near and liſten. MKabila, 
as Fortuge would have it, was at this very time 
upbraiding her Huſband with his Perfidiouſneſs, 
his Diſſimulation, and all the Artifices he had 
made uſe of to ruin Chotorbe. The Leopard, 
fully informed by her Reproaches of Damna's - 
Treafons, went immediately away to the Lion's 
Mother, to whom he related what he had heard ; 
and ſhe preſently haſting to her Son, cried to 
him, You have Reaſon indeed to be afflicted for 
the Loſs of Cohotorbe your Favourite, for he died 
innocent. What Proof have you of this ? de- 
manded the Lion eagerly. Pardon me, anſwered 
the Mother, if I am not ſo haſty to reveal a Se- 
cret whieh may, if too ſuddenly related to you, 


inflame your Anger to too high a Degree, and 


prejudice the Perſen that has intruſted me, But 
I beſeech you liſten to this Fable. 


FABLE HF. 
The Px1NcE and his MINISTER. 


HERE was once a Prince who was very 
much fam'd throughout all theſe Countries; 
he was a great Conqueror, and was potent, rich, 
and juſt. One Day as he rode a hunting, ſaid he 
to his Miniſter, put on thy beſt. ſpeed, I will 
run my Horſe againſt thine, that we may ſee 
which is the ſwifteſt: I have a long time had a 
ſtrange Deſire to make this Trial. The Mini- 
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ſter, in Obedience to his Maſter, put on his 
Horſe, and rode full Speed, and the King fol- 
low'd him. But when they were got a great 


Diſtance from the Grandees and Nobles that ac- 
company'd them, the King ſtopping his Horſe, 
faid to his Miniſter, I had no other Deſign in 
this, but to bring thee to a Place where we might 
be alone ; for I have a Secret to impart to thee, 


having found thee more faithful than any other 


of my Servants. I have a Jealouſy that the 
Prince my Brother is framing fome Contrivance 


' againſt my Perſon, and for that Reafon, I have 


made choice of thee to prevent him; but be diſ- 
creet. The Miniſter on this ſwore he would be 


true to him; and when they had thus agreed, 
they ſtaid till the Company overtook them, who 


were in great Trouble for the King's Perſon. 


The Miniſfer, however, notwithſtanding his Pro- 


miſes to the King, upon the firſt Opportunity he 
had to ſpeak with the King's Brother, diſclos'd to 


him the Deſign that was brewing to take away 
his Life. And this oblig'd the young Prince to 
thank him for his Information, promiſe him great 
Rewards, and take ſome Precautions in regard to 


his own Safety. 

Some few Days after the King dy'd, and his 
Brother ſucceeded him : But when the Miniſter 
who had done him this ſignal Service, expected 
now ſome. great Preferment, the firſt thing he 
did after he was advanc'd to the Throne, was to 
order him to be putto Death, The poor Wretch 
immediately upbraided him with the Service he 

had done him. Is this, ſaid he, the Recompence 
for my Friendſhip to you ? this the Reward 
which you promis'd me ? Yes, anſwer'd the 
new King, whoever reveals the Secrets of his 
Prince, deſerves no leſs than Death: And ſince 
thou haſt commitred ſo foul a Crime, —_— 


1923 
ſerv'ſt to die. Thou betrayedſt a King who put 
his Confidence in thee, and who lov'd thee above 
all his Court, how is it poſlible therefore for me 
to truſt thee in my Service? *Twas in vain for 
the Miniſter, to alledge any Reaſons in his own 
Juſtification, they would not be heard, nor could 
he eſcape the Stroke of the Executioner. | 

You fee by this Fable, Son, continued the old. 
Lioneſs, that Secrets are not to be diſclos'd. 
But, my dear Mother, anſwer'd the King, he 


that entruſted yon with this Secret, deſires it 


ſhould be made known, ſeeing he is the firſt that 
makes the Diſcovery: For, if he could not keep 
it himſelf, how could he deſire another to be 
more reſerv'd ? Let me conjure you, continu'd 
he, if what you have to ſay be true, put me out 
of my Pain. The Mother ſeeing herſelf ſo 
hardly preſt; then, ſaid ſhe, I muſt inform you of a 
Criminal unworthy of Pardon ; for, tho? ir be the 
Saying of wiſe Men, that a King ought to be mer- 
ciful, yet there are certain Crimes that never ought 
to be forgiven, Tis Damna I mean, purſu'd the 
Matron Lioneſs, who, by his falſe Inſinuations, 
wrought Cohotorbe's Fall. And having fo ſaid, ſhe 
retir'd, leaving the Lion in a deep Aſtoniſhment ; 
ſome time he ponder'd with himſelf on this Diſ- 
covery, and afterwards ſummon'd an Aſſembly 
of the whole Court. Damna taking Umbrage 
at this (as guilty Conſciences always make 
People Cowards) comes to one of the King's Fa- 
vourites, and aſks him if he knew the Reaſon of 
the Lion's calling ſuch an Aſſembly ? (which the 
Lion's Mother over- hearing) Yes, ſaid ſhe, it is 
to pronounce thy Death ; for thy Artifice and 
juggling Politics are now, tho? too late, diſcover'd, 
Madam anſwer'd Damna, they who render them- 
ſelves worthy of Eſteem and Honour at Court b 

their Virtues, never fail of Enemies. O ! that 


we, 
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We, added he, would act no otherways than as the 


Almighty acts in regard to us; for he gives to 


every one according to his Deſert ;| but we, on 


the other ſide, e r, puniſh thoſe who were 
worthy of Reward, and as often cheriſh thoſe 
that deſerve our Indignation. How much was I 


to blame to quit my Solitude, merely to conſe. - 
crate my Life to the King's Service to meet with 

this Reward. Whoever, continu'd he, diſſatisfy'd 
with what he has, prefers the Service of Princes - 
before his Duty to his Creator, will be ſure, 1 
find, early or late to repent in vain. This your 


Ladyſhip may ſee by the following Story. 


— kg 


—— 


FABLE W. 


A Her MmiT who guitted the Deſert to live at Court. 


HERE was once in a remote Part of his 


Majeſty's (my hitherto moft gracious Ma- 


ſter) Dominions, a certain Hermit, - who had re- 
nounc'd the Pleaſures of the World, and led a 
very auſtere life in a Wilderneſs. His Virtue, in 

a {mall time, made ſuch a Noiſe in the World, 
that an infinite Number of People flock'd every 
Day to viſit him, ſome out of Curioſity, and 


others to conſult him upon ſeveral different Mat- 


ters. The Fame of this Hermit's Wiſdom and 


Virtue ſpread every Day more and more. The 
King of the Country, who was very devout, and 


who lov'd all virtuous and worthy Men, no 
ſooner underſtood that there was in his Kingdom 
a Perfon of ſo much Knowledge and Goodneſs, 
but he rode to ſee him, made him a noble Pre- 


ſent, and deſir'd that he might hear ſome of his 


learn'd and virtuous Exhortations. On this De- 
fire of the Monarch, the Hermit began and laid 
before 
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pefore him à moſt glorious Scene of true Know- 
ledge. Sir, ſaid he, the Almighty Governor of 


the Univerſe has two Habitations, the one pe- 
riſhable, which is the World, the other eternal, 
which is the Abode of the Bleſſed hereafter. 


*Tis not for your Majeſty, therefore, to dote up- 


on the Felicities of the Earth ; you ought to 
afpire to thoſe eternal Treaſures, the meaneſt 


Part of which is of a nobler Value than all the 
Principalities of the World: Try then, facred , 


Sir, with Earneſtneſs, to attain the Poſſeſſion of 


thoſe eternal —— and you fhall not loſe 


the Reward of your Endeavours. The Monarch, 
on this, demanded by what Aſſiduities they might 
be acquir'd: By a Series of virtuous Actions alone, 


reply'd the Hermit, particularly by relieving the 


Poor, and ſuccouring the Diſtreſs'd ; for of this 
be ever mindful : All Princes that deſire to enjoy 
eternal Repoſe, muſt labour to give temporal 
Tranquillity to their Subjects. | 

The King was ſo taken with this Diſcourſe, 
that he took up a Reſolution to ſpend ſome Hours 
with this good Hermit every Day, and ſo for the 
preſent return'd to his Palace. Long continu'd he 
every Day his Viſits to this Oracle of Truth : 
Among the reft, one Day as the King and the 
Hermit were together in the Hermitage, they ſaw 
a confuſed Multitude of People thronging to- 
ward them, and rending the Air with the loud 
Cries of Juſtice, Juſtice, The Hermit went to 
the Door of the Cave, and bade them draw near, 
examin'd them ; and having underſtood their 
Differences, made a quick and peaceful accom- 
modation between them, ſending them away all 
praying for a thouſand Bleſſings on him. The 
King, upon this, admiring the Hermit's Prudence, 
and Diſpatch, deſir'd him that he would favour 
him fo far, as for the ſake of the public Good, 


ſome- 


IS 
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ſometimes to leave his tranquil Abode for a few 
Hours, and be preſent in his Councils, The 
Hermit readily agreed to this, believing he might 
be beneficial to the Poor. And after this, was 
frequently in thoſe Aſſemblies ; and the King 
ever pronounc'd his Decrees according to his 
Judgment, inſomuch, that at length he became 
ſo neceſſary, that nothing was done in the King- 
dom without his Advice, bh 
The Hermit now beginning to find that Men 
made their Addreſſes to him, began to forget his 
determin'd Solitude and Humility, and ſoon took 
upon him the Rank and Quality of Chief Mini- 
ſter. To which End he provided himſelf with a 
rich Livery and a numerous Train. He now for- 
got his Auſterities, his Penances, and his Pray- 
ers, and looking upon himſelf, as one that would 
be greatly miſs'd in the Government, took great 
care of his own Perſon, lay ſoft and fed upon 
the moſt exquiſite Dainties : And the King who 
was very well ſatisfy'd with the Hermit, let him 
do as he pleas'd, and, in ſhort, diſcharg'd upon 
his Shoulders the whole Burden of his Cares. 
One Day another Hermit, a Friend to him 
that liv'd at Court, coming to viſit his Brother, 
with whom he had frequently ſpent whole Nights 
in Prayer, and whole Days in faſting and Peni- 
tence, was aſtoniſh'd to ſee him array'd in coſtly Þ © 
Habits, and environ'd with a great Number of 
Servants ; reſerving his Patience, however, till 
Night lock'd up all the Court in dark Retirement; 7 
when all was huſtd, accoſting the Courtier-Her- 
mit in the moſt pathetic manner, Oh, my dear 
Friend, ſaid he, in what a Condition do I find Þ 
you ? What a ſtrange Alteration is this ? and 
what is now become of all the Sanctity that you hf 
us'd to pretend to? The Court-Hermit would | ©, 
fain have excus'd himſelf, by ſaying, That he Þ N 
was 
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was conftrain'd to keep ſo great a Train: But 
his Brother, who was a Perſon of Wit and Judg- 
ment, ſaid, theſe Excuſes are the DiQates of 
Senſuality ; I ſee that Wealth and Preferments 
have enchanted your Devotion. What Demon 
has put you out of Conceit with your praying 
Life ? and why, forgetting the Duties of a re- 
tir'd Station, do you here prefer Noiſe before Si- 
lence, and Tumult before Eaſe ? Think not, 
anſwer'd the Court-Hermit, that the Buſineſs of 
the Court is any Hindrance to me from con- 
tinuing my Devotions ; no, Brother, I continue 
them with more than wonted Fervour, and hourly 
return my humble Thanks to Heaven for placing 
me in a Station where I may do Good to the 
World. You deceive yourſelf, reply'd the Bro- 
ther Hermit, to think that your Prayers can be 
heard, while you are environ'd with the Cares 
and Pomps of the World, as they were, when 
holy and heavenly Duties took up all your time; 
no, no, I adjure you therefore, take my Ad- 
vice, break theſe Chains of Gold that bind you 
to the Court, and return to your Deſert ; other- 
wiſe, be aſſur'd, you will, at laſt, meet with the 
cruel Deſtiny of the blind Man, who deſpis'd 


the Council of his Friend. 


* 


FABLE V. 


The BTIXD MAN who travelled with ene of his 
FRIENDS. | 


HERE wers once, continu'd he, two Men 
that travell'd together, one of which was 
blind, Theſe two Companions being in the 
Courſe of their Journey one time, ſurpriz'd by 


Night upon the Road, enter'd into a Meadow, 


G there 


11 


there to reſt themſelves till Morning; and as 
ſoon as Day appear'd, they roſe, got on Horſe- 
back, and continu'd their Journey. Now the 
blind Man, inſtead of his Whip, as ill Fate would 
have it, had pick'd up a Serpent that was ſtiff 
with cold : but having it in his Hand, as it grew 
a little warm, he felt it ſomewhat ſofter than his 
Whip, which pleas'd him very much ; he thought 
he had gain'd by the Change, and therefore ne- 
ver minded the Loſs. In this manner he travell'd 
| ſome time; but when the Sun began to appear 
and illuminate the World, his Companion per- 
ceived the Serpent, and with loud Cries, Friend, 
ſaid he, You have taken up a Serpent inſtead of 
your Whip ; throw it out of your Hand, before 
you feel the mortal Careſſes of the venomous 
Animal. But the blind Man, no leſs blind in his 
Intellects than his Body, believing that his Friend 
had only jeſted with him to get away his Whip, 
What! ſaid he, do you envy my good Luck? 
I loſt my Whip that was worth nothing, and 
here my kind Fortune has ſent me a new one. 
Pray do not take me for ſuch a Changeling but 
that I can diſtinguiſh a Serpent from a Whip. 
With that his Friend reply'd, Companion, I am 
oblig'd by the Laws of Friendſhip and Humanity 


to inform you of your Danger; and therefore 


let me again aſſure you of your Error, and con- 
jure you, if you love your Life, throw away the 
Serpent. To which the blind Man, more exaſpe- 
rated than perſuaded, reply*d, Why do you take all 
this Pains to cheat me, and preſs me thus to throw 
away a thing, which you indeed, as ſoon as I have 
done fo, intend to pick up yourſelf? His Com- 

anion griev'd at his Obſtinacy, intreated him to 
bo perſuaded of the Truth, ſwore he had no ſuch 
Deſign, and proteſted to him that what he held 


in his Hand was a real and poitonous Serpent. 
Pui 
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But neither Oaths nor Proteſtations would pre- 
vail, the blind Man would nat alter his Reſolu- 


tion. The Sun, by this time, began to grow 


high, and his Beams having warm'd the Serpent 


by Degrees, he began to crawl up the blind 
Man's Arm, which he, immediately after, bit 
in ſuch a venomous manner, that he gave him 
his Death's Wound. 


This Example teaches us, Brother, continu'd 


the pious Hermit, that we ought to diſtruſt our 


Senſes, and that it is a difficult Taſk to maſter 
them, when we are in Poſſeſſion of the Thing 
that flatters our Fancy. 


This appoſite Fable, and judicious Admoni- 


tion, awak'd the Court-Hermit from his pleaſin 

Dream; he open'd his Eyes, and ſurvey'd the 
Hazards that he ran at Court; and bewailing the 
time which he had vainly ſpent in the Service of 
the World, he paſs'd the Night in Sighs and 
Tears, His Friend conſtantly attended him, 
and rejoic'd he had made him a Convert; but, 
alas, Day being come, the new Honours that 
were done him, deſtroy'd all his Repentance. 
At this melancholy Sight, the pious Stranger, 
with Tears in his Eyes, and many Prayers for 
his loſt Brother, as he accounted him, took his 
leave of the Court and retir'd to his Cell, On 


the other hand, the Courtier began to truſt him- 


ſelf into all manner of Buſineſs, and ſoon be- 
came unjuſt, like the People of the World. 


One Day, in the Hurry of his Affairs, he raſhly 


and inconſiderately condemn'd to Death a Per- 
ſon, who, according to the Laws and Cuſtoms of 
the Country, ought not to have ſuffer'd capital 
Puniſhment, After the Execution of the Sen- 
tence, his Conſcience teaz'd him with Reproaches 
that troubled his Repoſe for ſome time; and, at 
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length, the Heirs of the Perſon whom he had 
unjuſtly condemn'd, with great Difficulty, ob- 
tainꝰd leave of the King to inform againſt the 
Hermit, whom they aceus'd of Injuſtice and Op- 
preſſion ; and the Council, after mature Debate 
upon the Informations, order'd that the Hermit 
ſhould ſuffer the ſame Puniſhment which he had 
inflicted upon the Perſon deceas'd. The Hermit 
made uſe of all his Credit and his Riches to ſave 
his Life. But all avaiPd not, and the Decree of 

the Council was executed, | 
I muſt confeſs, faid Damna, that according to 
this Example I ought, long ſince, to have been 
puniſhed for having quitted my Solitude to ſerve 
the King; notwithſtanding that I can ſafely ap- 
peal to Heaven, that 1 am guilty of no Crime 

againſt any Perſon yet. — 
Damna here gave over ſpeaking, and his Elo. 
quence was admir'd by all the Court: Different 
Opinions were form'd of him by the different Per- 
ſons preſent. And as for the Lion, he held 
down his Head, turmoiPd with ſo many various 
Thoughts that he knew not what to reſolve, nor 
what Anſwer to give, While the Lion however 
was in this Dilemma, and all the Courtiers kept 
Silence, a certain Creature call'd Siagouſch, who 
was one of the moſt faithful Servants the King 
had, ſtept forward, and ſpoke to this Effect: 

O thou moſt wicked Wretch, all the Re- 
proaches which thou throweſt upon thoſe that 
ferve Kings, turn only to thy own Shame ; far 
beſides that it does no way belong to thee to en- 
ter into theſe Affairs, know that an Hour of Ser- 
vice done to the King, is worth an hundred Years 
of Prayers. Many Perſons of Merit have we 
ſeen, that have quitted their little Cells to go to 
Court, where ſerving Princes, they have eaſed 
the People, and ſecur'd them from tyrannical 
Oppreſſions. 
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Oppreſſions. The Fable which I am going to 
tell you may ſerve for a Proof of what I ſay. 


— 


FABLE VI. 
A religious Doc rok and a DERvIss, 


\HERE onwe lived in a certain City of Per- 

fa an ancient religious Doctor, who ſpent 

his Life wholly in his proper Calling, the incul- 
cating true Notions of Virtue, Piety, and Reli- 
gion into Perſcins of all Ranks. This excellent 
Man had an ef'tabliſh'd Reputation throughout the 
Kingdom, of being a very learned and virtuous 
Man. He was call'd Rouchan Zamir, that is to 
lay, Clear C inſcience. A Derviſe of great Fame 


once puſh'd on by the Motions of an extraordi- 


nary Devotion, parted from Mauralnachos, a Pro- 
vince of Ta-tary, to viſit this religious DoGor, 
and to conſult him upon ſome difficult Queſtions, 
After much Fatigue he arriv'd at the Habitation 
of our DoQ'or : The Doctor himſelf however, 
was not with in, but a Perſon that he kept as his 
eonſtant Companion, was there, who, obſery- 
ing that the Derviſe was weary, deſir'd him to 
reſt himſelf ; adding, that this was the Hour at 
which the Doctor uſually return'd from Court, 
whither lie went every Day. Here all was at 
once deſi:royed ; for when the Derviſe heard that 
the religious Doctor, Clear Conſcience, intermed- 
dled with State Affairs, Oh! cry'd he, how ſorry 
I am to have come fo far and loſt my Time and 

Labour, for I am very well aſſur'd that there is 

nothing to be learn'd from a Man that frequents 

Courts. With theſe Words, he departed from 

the Place with a very ill Opinion of the religious 

Doctor. Now it happen'd, that the Captain of 
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the Watch was ſearching about that Day for a 
notorious Robber, who had made his Eſcape the 
Night before ; and the King had threaten'd to 
put him to Death if he did not find him again. 
This Captain meeting the Derviſe ſeiz'd him inſtead 
of the Offender whom he fought for, and with- 
out examining him, hurry'd him away immediate- 
ly to Execution. ? Twas in vain for the Derviſe 
to ſwear bimſelf an honeſt Man, his Tale would 
not be heard, and already the hangman had bis 
Knife ready to take off his Head, when our reli- 
gious Doctor, returning from Court, ſaw the Der- 
viſe in the Hands of the Executioner. The 
Doctor immediately order'd him to be untied, 
affirming him to be one of his Brethren, and 
that it was impoſſible he ſhould have committed 
the Crime of which he was accus'd. The Exe- 
cutioner made a profound Reverence to the Doc- 
tor, fell on bis Knee, and kiſs'd his Hand, 
and unbound the Derviſe, who accompany*d the 
Doctor to his Habitation. As they were going 
on, the Doctor enter'd on the Occaſion of his 
preſent manner of Life with his relcas'd Friend. 
Be not ſurpriz'd, ſaid he, that I ſpend the greateſt 
Part of my Time at Court; I live not after this 
manner for the ſake of the Vanities of the World; 
theſe, believe me, Brother, I have no Taſte 
for; no, iis for nobler Ends that I attend at 
Court. Injuſtice and Oppreſſion too often reign 
there; theſe I ſpend my Labours to prevent, and 
devote my Life to what I abhor, that I may be 
able to reſcue the Stranger from Deſtruction, 
make the Diſtreſſed be relieved, and to deliver 
from Death the Innocent, ſuch as you are. The 
Derviſe on this acknowledging, that he had made 
a moſt raſh and wicked Judgment ; told the Doc- 
tor, that from that time forward, he would never 
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blame thoſe that went to Court for good Pur- 
poles. 


By this Example, added Siagouſeh, we fee tha 
the greateſt Obſervers of the Law and trueſt fol- 
lowers of Virtue, are not always baniſh'd from 
the Court. *Tis true, reply'd Damna, that ſome- 
tiraes moſt virtuous Men do live at Court ; but 
*tis not till after they have implor'd the Succour 
of Heaven, becauſe they know full well, that 
unleſs Heaven particularly protect them, they 
muſt, of Neceſſity, ruin themſelves. Beſides, 
theſe People never come to Court till they have 
abſolutely laid aſide all private Intereſts, which 
is the moſt dangerous Rock that they can ſplit 
upon. I confeſs, that with a Mind fo free from 
Intereſt, a Man may embrace all forts of Con- 
ditions. But we, alas ! that are not enJdow'd 
with ſuch a ſublime Virtue, how ſhall we, with 
Safety to ourlelves, exerciſe an Employment ſo 
dangerous, unleſs we have the good Fortune to 
ſerve juſt and penetrating Princes, who, being 
able to diſtinguiih faithful from wicked Servants, 
reward and puniſh them according to the Rules 
of Juſtice ? 

On this, the Mother of the Lion riſing from 
her Seat, with a Look of conſcious Knowledge 
and Diſdain, ſaid, Damna, We all allow the 
Truth of what you have been ſaying ; but, know 
you too, that this Aſſembly ſits not here, but to 
vpbraid thee for thy Perfidy to the beſt of Prin- 
cos, and for deſtroying one of his moſt faithful 
Subjects. Madam, reply'd Damna, I well know 
what it is your Highneſs is pleas'd to hint at, but 
permit me to clear my Innocence, by anſwering, 
that his Majeſty is not ignorant, no more than 
this Aſſembly, that there never was any Quarrel 
or Diſpute between the Ox and me. On the 
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other hand, all the World knows, that he was 
obliged to me alone for the Preferment and Dig- 
nities to which the King's Favour had advanc'd 
him. Tis true, that I inform'd his Majeſty of 
an Attempt that was forming againſt his Perſon. 
It was my Duty to do this when I knew it, and 
I hope there is not one of all you preſent but 
would have done the ſame ; and of this be af- 
ſur'd, I accus'd none but the Guilty, and declar'd 
nothing but what I heard with my Ears, and ſaw 
with my own Eyes. 

The Love and Reverence I bear my moſt gra- 
cious Sovereign, alone influenc'd me in what I 
have done: And I have this to ſatisfy my Con- 
ſcience, That tho” J have been ſo unhappy to de- 
{troy my Friend, for which pardon me, ye moſt 
iuſtrious Aſſembly, but I cannot now forbear to 
weep, yet I ated without Paſſton or Intereſt ; 
For what Advantage could I reap by Cohotorbe's 
Death ? The Favours which I have receiv'd from 
the King my Maſter, and the Duty I owe him, 
would they permit me to conceal from him ſuch 
a Piece of Treaſon ? And as for thoſe that now 
accuſe me, let me ſilence them for ever, by de- 
claring this ſacred Truth, they are only ſuch as 
fear me and ſeek my Life, to the End that I 
ſhould not diſcover their Enterpriſes. | 

Theſe Words Damna pronounced with ſuch a 
Conſtancy and preſence of Mind that the Lion 
knew not what to reſolve. After much Delibe- 
ration, we muſt refer this Cauſe, faid he, to a 
ſele& Number of Judges ; for it is my Pleaſure 
that this Affair be thoroughly and carefully ex- 
amin'd. Moſt juſtly ordain'd, cry'd Damna, for 
they who judge with Precipitation, commonly 


judge amiſs ; moſt gladly I ſubmit myſelf to ſuch 


a Tribunal, and humbly adore your Majeſty's 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs for appointing it. My 
Innocence, 
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Innocence, I doubt not, in Time, will clear it- 
ſelf, tho? a haſty Judgment might unknowingly 
have pronounc'd me guilty : Nothing ought to be 
decided in things of Conſequence, without have- 
ing a perfect Knowledge of the whole Affair, 
otherwiſe we may be deluded as the Woman was, 
whoſe Adventure, with your Majeſty's Permiſſion, 
I will relate to this auguſt Aſſembly, 


* 


FABLE VII. 


The MERCHANT's WIE and the PAINTER. 


A Merchant of the City of Catchemir had 
once a very beautiful Wife, who lov'd and 

was belov'd by a Painter who excelld in his Art. - 
Theſe two Lovers doated on each other ta that 
Degree, that they negleRed no poſſible Oppor- 
tunity to be in each other's Company. One Day, 
faid the Miſtreſs to her Gallant, I find that when 
you would ſpeak to me, you are conſtrain'd to 
make a great many troubleſome Signs, as counter- 
feiting your Voice, whiſtling, coughing, and the 
like; but I would have us learn ſome way to 
ſpare all this Pains. Cannot you think of ſome 
Invention that may ſerve us by way of a Signal? 
Yes, reply'd the Painter, I have often had it in 
my Thoughts, and I will now do it ; I will paint 
two Maſks, the Whiteneſs of one of which ſhall 
lurpaſs the Brightneſs of a Star, and the Black- 
neſs of the other ſhall outvie the Locks of a Moor. 
When you ſee me come forth with one or the 
other of theſe Maſks, you will know what they 
ſignify, The Painter's *Prentice, who was no 
leſs in love with the Woman than his Maſter, be- 
ing in the next Room, heard this Agreement be- 
tween the two Lovers, and reſolv'd to make his 
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own Advantage of it. Accordingly, ſoon after 


this, one ay when his Maſter was gone to draw 
ſome Lady's Picture in the City, he took the 
Maſk of Aſſignation, and walk'd before the Houſe 


of the Merchant's Wife, who ſtood, as good 
Fortune would have it, at that very time watch- 
ing at the Window. The Lady no ſooner ſaw 
the Maſk of Joy, but without confidering cither 
the Bearer's Appearance or Gait, ſhe came down 
and admitted him immediately to all the Famili- 
arities ſhe was us'd to accommodate his Maſter 
with. Afﬀter all was over, the *Prentice return'd 
home, and put the Maſk where he hadit, A very 
little while after this, the Painter being come 
back, took out the Maſk and went to look for 
bis Miſtreſs. The Lady very much wonder'd to 
ſee the Maſk again fo Gon ; but, however with 


open Arms, ran to meet her Joy. She ſcarce 


open'd her Mouth, however, before ſhe unfor- 
tunately afk'd him the Reafon of his quick Re- 
turn. The Painter on this, ſmelling a Rat, fail 


not a Word more, but flung from her in a Pat- 
ſion, flew to his Prentice, and made him pay 


dear for the Pleaſure he had taſted : Then re- 
flecting upon the eaſy Condeſcenſion of the Mer- 
chant's Wife to ſatisfy the Deſires of his Ser- 
vant, he broke off all Familiarity with her. 
Now if the Woman had not concluded too haſtily 
on ſeeing the Maſk, and yielded to the Extaſies 


of the Prentice, ſhe had not loſt fo paſſionate 


tho? criminal, a Lover. | 
The Lion's Mother obſerving that her Son 


gave Ear to Damna with Delight, was afraid leſt 


the ſubtle Fox ſhould by his Eloquence put a 
Stop to the Courſe of Juftice, Son, therefore, 


ſaid ſhe to the Lion, my Mind forebodes to me 


that you will believe Damna Innocent, and that 


you look upon all thoſe that have accus'd him, 


as 
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as Liars. I never thought, continu'd ſhe, that 
a King, who is look'd upon to be the moſt juſt 
of Princes, could ſuffer himſelf to be thus ſe- 
duc'd by the fair Words and gloſſing Inſinuations 
of a capital Offender, who is endeavouring at 


nothing by all theſe fine Stories but to deceive 


you, and to eſcape the Rigour of the Law. 80 
ſaying, ſhe roſe up in a great Paſſion, and retir'd 
to her own Apartment; and the Lion, partly to 
pacify his Mother, and partly, becauſe he began 
to think Damra guilty, order him to be commit- 
ted to a cloſe Priſon, 
When the Room was clear, his Mother re- 


turn'd, and addreſſing herſelf to her Son; Son, 


ſaid ſhe, think me not invidious in my Nature for 


thus puſhing on the Fate of this Offender : Tis 


with Reluctance that I have done it, but Juſtice 
to yourſelf, and to the departed Innocent Cohg- 
torbe, require it. Guilty he unqueſtionably is, 
in the higheſt Degree; but yet, when I recollect 
all Circumſtances of his Life, I cannot conceive 
how a Perſon of ſo much Underſtanding came to 
ſuffer himſelf to be tempted to ſo great a Crime. 
Certainly anſwered the King, this has been the 
Effect of Envy in him, That has made him com- 
mit ſo foul a Piece of Treachery; and is a Vice 
able to deſtroy the cunningeſt Minds. Envy, pur- 
ſued he, is a Vice that keeps the Thoughts in a 
perpetual Motion, and torments us with conti- 
nual Diſquiet. Nay, ſo ſtrangely deteſtable a 
Paſſion is this, that there are ſome who bear a 


Grudge even to thoſe that do them good. This 


you may know by the following Example. 
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FABLE VIII. 


. Three Envicus Perſons that found Money. 


1 Þ HREE Men once were travelling the ſame 


Road, and ſoon by that means became ac- 
quainted. As they were journeying on, ſaid the 
eldeſt to the reſt, Pray tell me, Fellow Travel- 
lers, why you leave your ſettled Homes, to wan- 
der in foreign Countries. I have quitted my 
native Soil, anſwered one, becauſe I could not 
endure the Sight of ſome People whom I hated 
worſe than Death : And this Hatred of mine, I 
muſt confeſs, was not founded on any Injury 


done me by them, but aroſe from my own Tem- 


per, which, Town it, cannot endure to fee ano- 


ther happy. Few Words will give you my An- 


ſwer, reply'd the ſecond, for the ſame Diſtemper 
torments my Breaſt, and ſends me a rambling 
about the World. Friends, replied the eldeſt, 


then let us embrace, for I find we are all 


three troubled with the ſame Diſeaſe. On theſe 
reciprocal Confeſſions they ſoon became ac- 
r and being of the ſame Humour imme- 

iately cloſed in an Union together. One Day 


as they travelled through a certain deep hollow 


Way, they ſpied a Bag of Money, which ſome 
Traveller had dropt in the Road. Preſently they 
alighted all three, and cried one to another, let 
us ſhare this Money, and return home again, 
where we may be merry and enjoy ourſelves. 
But this they only ſaid in Diſſimulation, for every 
one being unwilling that his Companion ſhould 


have the leaſt Benefit, they were truly each of 


them at a Stand, whether it were not beſt to go 
on without meddling with the Bag, to the end the 
reſt might do the ſame ; being well contented 
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not to be happy themſelves, leſt another ſhould 
be fo alſo. In Concluſion, they ſtopt a whole 
Day and Night in the ſame Place to conſider 
what they ſhould do. At the End of which 
Time the King of the Country riding a hunting 
with all his Court, the Chace led him into this 


Place, He rode up to the three Men, and aſked 


them what they did with the Money that lay on 


the Ground? And being thus ſurprized, and dread- 


ing ſome ill Conſequence if they equivocated, 


they all frankly told the Truth. Sir, ſaid they, 


we are all three turmoiled with the ſame Paſſion, 
which is Envy. This Paſſion has forced us to 
quit our native Country, and ſtill keeps us Com- 


' pany wherever we go; and a great Act of Kind- 


neſs would it bc in any one, if it were poſſible, 


that he would cure us of this accurſed Paſſion, 
- which though we cannot but carry in our Boſoms, 


yet we hate and abhor. Well, faid the King, I 
will be your Doctor ; but before I can do any 


thing, 'tis requiſite that every one of you fhould 


inform me truly in what Degree this Paſſion pre- 
vails over him, to the end that I may apply a Re- 


"medy in proper Proportion of Strength, My 


Envy, alas! ſaid the firſt, has got ſuch a Head, 


that I cannot endure to do Good to any Man 
living. You are an honeſt Man in compariſon 


of me, cried the ſecond ; for I am ſo far from 
doing good to another myſelf, that I mortally 
hate that any body elſe ſhould do another Man 
good. Said the third, You both are Children in 
this Paſſion to me; neither of you poſſeſs the 
Quality of Envy in a Degree to be compared 
with me; for I not only cannot endure to oblige, 
nor to ſee any other Perſon obliged, but I even 
hate that any body ſhould do mylelf a Kindneſs. 
The King was ſo aſtoniſh'd to hear them talk at 
this rate, that he knew not what to anſwer. At 

length, 
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length, after he had conſidered ſome time, Mon- 
ſters, and not Men, that ye are, ſaid he, you 
deſerve not that I ſhould let you have the Money, 


but Puniſhment, if that can be, adequate to your 


Tempers ; at the ſame time he commanded the 
Bag to be taken from them, and condemned 
them to Puniſhments they juſtly merited. He 
that could not endure to do good, was ſent into 
the Deſart, barefoot and without Proviſion. 
He that could not endure to ſee good done to 
another, had his Head chopped off, becauſe he 
was unworthy to live, as being one that loved 
nothing but Miſchief, And laſtly, as for him 
that could not endure any good to be done to 
himſelf, his Life was ſpared, in Regard his Tor- 
ment was only to himſelf ; and he was put into 
a. Quarter of the Kingdom where the People 
were of all others famous for being the beſt-na- 
tured, and the moſt addicted to the Performance 
of good Deeds and charitable Actions. The 
Goodneſs of theſe People, and the Favours they 
conferred upon him from Day to Day, ſoon 
became fuch Torment to his Soul, that he died 
in the utmoſt Anguiſh, 


By this Hiſtory continued the Lion, you ſee 
what Envy is ; that it is of all Vices the moſt 
abominable, and moſt to be expelled out of all 
human Society, Moſt true, replied the Mother, 
and *tis for that very Reaſon that Damna ought to 
be put to Death, ſince he is attainted of fo dan- 
gerous a Vice. If he be guilty, replied the Lion, 
he ſhall periſh ; but that I am not yet well aſſured 
of, but am reſolved to be before he is con- 


demned. 


While Matters were thus carrying on at Court, 
however, Damna's Wife, moved with Compat- 
fion, went to ſee him in his Priſon, and read him 

3 this 
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this Curtain Lecture. Did I not tell you, faid 


ſhe, that it behoved you to take care-of going on 
with the Execution of your Enterprize ; and that 


People of Judgment and Diſcretion never begin 


a Buſineſs till they have warily conſidered what 
will be the Iſſue of it? A Tree is never to be 
planted, Spouſe, continued ſhe, before we know 
what Fruit it will produce. While Kalila was thus 
upbraiding Damna, there was in the Prifon a 
Bear, of whom they were not aware, and who 
having overheard them, reſolved to make uſe of 
what his Ears had furniſhed him withal, as Oc- 
caſion ſhould direct him. 

The next Day, betimes in the Morning, the 
Council met again, where after every one had 
taken his Place, the Mother of the Lion thus 
began. Let me remind your Majeſty, ſaid ſhe, 
that we ought no more to delay the Puniſhment 
of a capital Offender, than to hurry on the Con- 
demnation of the Innocent; and that a King that 
forbears the Puniſhment of a Malefactor, is guilty 
of no leſs a Crime than if he had been a Con- 
federate with him. The old Lady ſpoke this 
with much Earneſtneſs; and the Lion conſider- 


ing that ſhe ſpoke nothing but Reaſon, com- 


manded that Damna ſhould be immediatel 
brought to tis Trial. On this the Chief Juſtice, 
riſing from his Seat, made the accuſtomed Speech 
on ſuch Occaſions, and deſired the ſeveral Mem- 
bers of the Council to ſpeak, and give their Opi- 
nion freely, boldly, and honeſtly, in this Mat- 
ter; ſaying, withal, that it would produce three 
great Advantages, Firſt, That Truth would be 
found out, and Juſtice done. Secondly, That 
wicked Men and Traitors would be puniſhed. 
And, Thirdly, That the Kingdom would be 
cteared of Knaves and Impoſtors, who, by their 
Artifices, troubled the Repoſe of it. But not- 
withſtanding 
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withſtanding the Eloquence of the Judge, 4 no 
body then preſent knew the Depth of the Buſi- 


neſs, none opened their Mouths to ſpeak, This 


| gave Damna an Occaſion to defend himſelf with 
O 


much the greater Confidence . Intrepidity : 


Sir, faid he, riſing ſlowly from his Seat, and 
making a profound Reverence to his Majeſty and 


the Court, had I committed the Crime of which 


I ſtand accuſed, I might draw ſome Colour of 
Advantage from the general Silence ; but I find 
my ſelf ſo innocent, that I wait with Indifferen- 


cy the End of this Aſſembly, Nevertheleſs, I 
muſt needs ſay this, that ſeeing no body has 


been pleaſed to deliver his Sentiments upon this 


Affair, *tis a certain Sign that all believe me in- 


nocent. Let me not, ſacred Sir, be blamed for 


ſpeaking in my own Juſtification : J am to be ex- 


cuſed in that, ſince it is lawful for every one to 


defend himſelf, Therefore, ſaid he, purſuing his 


Diſcourſe, I beſeech all this illuſtrious Company 
to fay in the King's Preſence whatever they know 


concerning me ; but let me caution them at the 
fame time to have a care of affirming any thing but 
what is true, leſt they find themſelves involved 


in what befel the ignorant Phyſician ; of whom, 


with your Majeſty's Permiſſion, I will relate the 
Fable. 


— 


TABLE i, 
The IGNORANT PHYSICIAN. 


HERE was once in a remote Part of the 
Eaſt a Man who was altogether void of 
Knowledge and Experience, yet preſumed to call 
himſelf a Phyſician. He was ſo ignorant, not- 
withſtanding, that he knew not the Colic ** 
| the 
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from Bezoar. He never viſited a Patient twice, 
for his firſt coming always killed him. On the 
other hand, thers was in, the ſame Province ano- 
ther Phyſician r that Learning and Ability, that 
he cured the moſt deſperate Difeaſes by the vir- 
tue of the ſeveral Herbs of the Country, of 
which he had a perfect Knowledge. Now this 


learned Man became blind, and not being able 


to viſit his Patients, at length retired into a 
Deſart, there to live at his Eaſe, The ignorant 
Phyſician no ſooner underſtood that the only 
Man he look'd, upon with an envious Eye was 
retired out of Way, but he began boldly to 
diſplay his Ig ee, under the Opinion of 
manifeſting his edge. One Day the King 
of the Country's Blghter fell ſick, upon which 
the knowing Phyſictan was ſent for, becauſe, 
that beſides that he had already ſerhed the Court, 
People were convinced that he was much more 
able than he that went about to ſet himſelf up in 
this pompous Manner. The learned Phyſician 
being in the Princeſs's Chamber, and underſtand- 
ing the Nature of her Diſeaſe, ordered her to- 
take a certain Pill compoſed of ſuch Ingredients 
as he preſcribed. Preſently they aſked him 
where ſuch and ſuch Drugs were to be had. For- 
merly, anſwered the Phylician, I have ſeen them 
in ſuch and ſuch Boxes in the King's Treaſury, 
but what Confuſion there may have been ſince 
among thoſe Boxes I know not. Upon this the 
ignorant Phyſician pretended that- he knew the 
Drugs very well, and that he alſo knew where 
to find and how to make uſe of them. Go then, 
ſaid the King, to my Treaſury, and take what 
is requiſite, Away went the ignorant Phyſician, 
and fell to ſearching for the Box ; but becauſe 
many of the Boxes were alike, and for that he 


knew 


the Dropſy, nor could he diſtinguiſh Rhubarb | 
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knew not the Drugs when he ſaw them, he | 

knew not what to determine. On the whole, 

however, he rather choſe, in the Puzzle of his 

Judgment, to take a Box at a venture, than to 

acknowledge his Ignorance. But he never con- 

ſidered, that they who meddle with what they 
underſtand not, are generally conſtrained to an 
early Repentance ; ; for in the Box which he had 
picked out there was a moſt exquiſite Poiſon, of 
which he made his Pills, and which he cauſed 

- Trincels to take, who died immediately af- 

: On which the King commanded the igno- 
| —4 Phyſician to be Po and condemn- 

14 ed him to death. * 

This Example, purſued 2 , teaches us, 
that no Man ought to ſay o N thing which he 
underſtands not. A Man WW, however, per- 

ceive by your Phyſiognorl, faid one of the 

Aſſiſtants, interrupting him, notwithſtanding 

theſe fine Speeches, that you are a ſly Compa- 

nion, one that can talk better than you can act, 
and therefore I pronounce that there is little 
hecd to be given to what you ſay. The Judge 
on this aſked him that ſpoke laſt, what Proof he 

could produce of the Certainty of what he a- 

verred ? Phyſiognomiſts, anſwered he, obſcrve, 

that they who have their Eye-brows parted, the 
left Eye bleared, and bigger than the right, the 

Noſe turned toward the left Side, and who, 

counterfeiting your Hypocrites, caſt their Eyes 

always toward the Ground, are generally Trai- 
tors and Sycophants; and therefore Damna 
having all theſe Marks, from what I know of the 

Art, I thought I might ſafely give that Character of 

him which I have done „without Injury to Truth. { 

Your Art may fail you, replied Damna, for tis t 

our Creator alone who forms us as he pleaſes, 0 

and gives us ſuch a Phyſiognomy as he thinks t 
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fitting, and for what Purpoſes he beſt knows. 
And permit me to add that, if what you ſay 
were true, and every. Man carried written in his 
Forehead what he had in his Heart, the Wicked 
might certainly be diſtinguiſhed from the Righte- 
ons at Sight, and there would be no need of 
Judges and Witneſles to determine the Diſputes 
and Differences that ariſe in civil Society. In 
like manner it would be unjuſt to put ſome to 
their Oaths, and others to the Rack, to diſcover 
the Truth, becauſe it might be evidently ſcen. 
And if the Marks you have mentioned impoſed 


a Neceſſity upon thoſe that bear them to act 


amiſs, would it not be palpable Injuſtice to puniſh 


the Wicked, ſince they are not free in their own 


Actions? We muſt then conclude, according to 
this Maxim, that if I were the Cauſe of Cohs- 
torbe's Death, I am not to be puniſhed for it, 
ſince I am not maſter of my Actions, but was 
forced to it by the Marks which I bear. You 
fee by this Way of arguing therefore, that your 
Inferences are falſe, Damna having thus ſtopt 
the Aſſiſtant's Mouth, no body durſt adventure 
to ſay any thing more, which forced the Judge 


to ſend him- back to Priſon, and left the King 


yet undetermined what to think of him, 
Damna being returned to his Priſon, was about 
to have ſent a Meſſenger to Kalila to come to 


him, when a Brother Fox that was in the Rom 


by Accident ſpared him that Trouble, by in- 
forming him of Kalila's Death, who died the 
Day before for Grief to ſee her Huſband intan- 
gled in ſuch an unfortunate Affair. 

The News of Kalila's Death touched Damna 
ſo to the Quick, that, like one who cared not 
to live any longer, he ſeemed to be altogether 
comfortleſs. Upon which the Fox endeavoured 
to chear him up, telling him, that if he had loſt 

a dear 
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a dear and loving Wife, he might, however, if 
he pleaſed to try him, find in him a zealous and 
a faithful Friend. Damna on this, knowing he 
had no Friend left that he could truſt, and for 
that the Fox ſo frankly proffered him his Ser- 
vice, accepted his Kindneſs, I befeech you 
then, ſaid Damna, go to the Court, and give me 
a. faithful Account of what People ſay of me: 
This is the firſt Proof of Friendſhip which I de- 
fire of you. 


Moſt willingly, anſwered the Fox; and im- 


mediately taking his Leave, he went to the 


Court, to ſee what Obſervations, he could make. 

The next Morning, by Break of Day, the 
Lion's Mother went to her Son, and aſked him 
what he had determined to do with Damna ? He 
is ſtill in Prifon, anſwered the King, and I can 
find nothing proved upon him yet, nor know L 
what to do about him. What a deal of Difh- 
culty is here, replied the Mother, to condemn a 
'Traitor and a Villain, who deſerves more Puniſh- 


ments than you can inflit ; and yet I am afraid, 


when all's done, will eſcape by his Dexterity 
and Cunning. I cannot blame you for being diſ- 
contented with theſe Delays, replied the King, 
for I alſo am ſo, but know not how to help my- 
ſelf ; and if you pleaſe to be preſent at his next 


- Examination yourſelf, I will order it immediate- 


ly, and you ſhall ſee what will be reſolved upon. 
Which ſaid, he ordered Damna to be ſent for, 
that the Buſineſs might be brought to a Conclu- 
ſion. The King's Orders were obeyed, and the 
Priſoner being brought to the Bar, the Chief 
Juſtice put the ſame Queſtion as the Day before, 
Whether any body had any thing to fay againſt 
Damna ? But no body ſaid a Word, which Damna 


obſerving, I am glad to ſee, ſaid he, that in your 


Majeſty's Court there is not a ſingle Villain; few 
ſovereign 
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L 1411 
ſovereign Princes can ſay as much: But here is 
a Proof of the Truth of it before us, in that 
there is no body here who will bear falſe Wit- 
neſs, though it be wiſhed by every one that 
ſomething were ſaid : And in other Courts 'twere 
well if the ſame Honour and Honeſty were kept 
up. And let me adviſe all from the Villany of 
bearing falſe Witneſs, for their own Sakes, and 
for fear of expoſing themſelves to the Puniſh- 
ment which the Falconer onte incurred, for 
having given a falſe Teſtimony. 


— 


FABLE 2 
The virtuous WOMAN and the young FALCONER. 


Very honeft and rich Merchant had once a 
Wife no leſs modeſt than beautiful. A- 
mong the reſt of his Servants this Merchant had 
alſo a young Lad that was very vicious, but he 
could not find in his Heart to put him away, 
becauſe he was a good Falconer, and the Mer- 
chant greatly delighted in this Diverſion. Now 
in regard it is the Cuſtom of the Eaſtern People 
to keep their Women very private, this Lad for 
a long time had never ſeen his Miſtreſs. But 
having viewed her one Day by Accident, he be- 
came paſſionately in love with her. In deſpight 
of all Danger he ventured to court her Aﬀec- 
tion, by means of a Female Friend, whom he 
with much Trouble got over to his Intereſt. 
But both he and ſhe loſt all their Labour, for 
they had to do with a truly virtuous Woman, 
At length, deſpairing to proſper in his Amours, 
he changed his Love into Hatred, and meditated 
a moſt bloody Revenge. To this Effect he cun- 
ningly went and bought two Parrots; one of 


Which 


8 „„ oo 
which he taught to pronounce theſe Wards, I 
faw my Miſtreſs in Bed with the Falconer ; and the 
other, For my part, I ſay nothing. In a little 
time after theſe Birds had learned their Leſſon, 
the Merchant having invited. his Friends to a 
great Feaſt, when every body was ſeated at the 
Table, theſe Parrots began to repeat their Leſ- 
fon, Now the Falconer had taught theſe Parrots 
to ſpeak the Words in his own Country Lan- 
guage, which was different from that of the 
Place, and becauſe the Maſter, Miſtreſs, nor any 
of the Servants underſtood what they meant, no 
body minded their repeating them, But this was 
not the Caſe now, for ſome of the Gueſts, who 
happened to be the Falconer's Countrymen, no 
' ſooner heard the Parrots, but they forebore eat- 
ing, and ſtared with the utmoſt Amazement one 
at another, The Merchant, aſtoniſhed at this, 
. aſked them the Reaſon, Do ye not underſtand, 
| anſwered the Gueſts, what theſe Birds ſay ? No, | 
replied the Merchant. Why, they ſay, ſaid the 
' Gueſt that ſpoke firſt, that your Falconer has 
made you a Cuckold. The Merchant was aſto- 1 
niſhed and confounded at theſe Words, and beg- 
ged Pardon of his Friends for having invited @ 1 
them to a Place where ſo much Uncleanneſs had 1 
been committed. The Falconer alſo, the more f 
to exaſperate his Mafter againſt his Wife, con- 1 
feſſed the Fact, and ſaid that it was true. Which t 
put the Huſband into ſo great a Rage, that he 1 
C 
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f 


- . — 
1 — . — 
2 _ 22 1 — * * = 
— pes. Q - += — = . 
= — To 2 5 = 9 es 


ir 
—— - 
S 3. 
ie — — 22 2 — 4 


PP 
* 3, ©3258. 
— * — — 22 —— 


28> 
— — — 


* * — — 
8 


Þ 
| 
4 


— — — —— eo —y„—oüs 2 — 


— AT "7 
oy — A 1 . m - 
. 22 
— — — — 


ordered his Wife to be put to death. 
When they that were ordered to execute her 
Huſband's Command came to her, and with great 
Sorrow acquainted her with their Buſineſs, ſne r' 
told them that ſhe was ready to ſuffer any Puniſh- | v 
ment which her Huſband, who was her Lord and t! 
| ſovereign Maſter, thought fit to inſſict upon her; e 
but that as ſhe was innocent of the Crime ſhe ] C 
Was 
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vas accuſed of, ſhe could have wiſhed he would, 
for the ſake of his own future Peace, have heard 


her firſt; for that if her Innocence ſhould after- 


wards come to be known, his Repentance would 


be then too late. This being reported to her 


— Huſband, he ſent for her into a little Cloſet, 


whither he ordered her to come veiled, and bid 
her juſtify herſelf, if ſhe could. The Parrots, 
ſaid he, are no rational Creatures, and therefore 
cannot be accuſed cither of Impoſture or Bri- 
bery : How then will you juſtify yourſelf againſt 
what they accuſe you of? | 

You are bound, my dear Lord, in Duty and 
Honours anſwered the Wife, to be well aſſured 


of the Truth, in a Caſe of this kind, before 


you condemn me to death; and there is an eaſy 
Way by which you may know it : Aſk thoſe 
Gentlemen whether they obſerve any variety of 
Relation in theſe Parrots Speech, or whether 
they only repeat the ſame ſet Words over and 


over again. If they only repeat the ſame Words, 


be aſſured they ſpeak not of Knowledge or De- 
ſign, and have only been taught to repeat them, 
and that it is a Device made uſe of by your Ser- 
vant, to provoke your undeſerved Anger againſt 
me, becauſe he could not obtain thoſe Favours 
from me which he deſired, and which he has 
long ſolicited, though I have been ſo charitable 
to his Youth as not to accuſe him to you of it. 
If it be thus, let the Weight of your Anger fall 
on him: If otherwiſe, let me periſh. The 
Merchant judging, by her prudent Advice, that 
ſhe might not be guilty, went to his Gueſts, car- 
ried them the Parrots, and deſired them to ſtay 
with him, and diligently obſerve for two or 


three Days, whether the Birds ſpoke any thing 


elle beſides what they had heard? which the 
Gueſts accordingly did. The Reſult of this was, 
| that 


| 
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that they found the Parrots always in the ſame 
| Leſſon, of which they faithfully informed the 


Merchant, who then acknowledged the Inno- 
cence of his Wife, and was ſenſible of the Ma- 
lice of his Servant. The Falconer was now 
ſent for, and inſtantly appeared with his Hawk 


upon his Fiſt ; to whom the Wife, Villain, ſaid 


ſhe, how didſt thou dare to accuſe me of ſo foul 
'a Crime? Becauſe you were guilty, anſwered 
the Servant. But he had no ſooner uttered the 
Words, when the Hawk upon his Fiſt flew in 
his Face and tore out his Eyes; and the Huſ- 
band acknowledged the Injuſtice he was like to 
have been guilty of, and on his Knees implored 
his Wife's Pardon. 


This Example, ſaid Damna, purſuing his Dif. 


courſe, inſtructs how heinous a thing it is to 
bear falſe Witneſs; and that it always turns to 
our Shame and Confuſion, Happy therefore is 
your Majeſty, who have no Subje& in your 
whole Dominions wicked enough to be guilty of 
it, After Damna had done ſpeaking, the Lion 
looking upon his Mother, aſked her Opinion. I 
find, anſwered ſhe, that you have a Kindneſs for 
this moſt cunning Villain ; but believe me he 
will, if you pardon him, cauſe nothing but Fac- 
tion and Diſorder in your Court. I beſeech 
you, replied the Lion, to tell me who has fo 
ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed you againſt Damna. It is 
but too true, replied the Queen- Mother, that he 
has committed the Crime that is laid to his 
Charge. I know him to be guilty, but I ſhall 
not now diſcover the Perſon who intruſted me 


with this Secret. However, I will go to him, 


and aſk him whether he will be willing that 1 
ſhould bring him in for a Witneſs : And ſo ſay- 
ing, 


+ 
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ing, ſhe went home immediately, and ſene for 
the Leopard. 1 ka 
When he was come : This Villain whom you 
have accus'd to me, ſaid ſhe, will eſcape the 
Hands of Juſtice, , unleſs you. appear yourſelf 
againſt him. Go, therefore, continued ſhe, at 
my Requeſt, and boldly declare what thou knows 
eſt concerning Danna. Fear no Danger in ſo 
honeſt a Cauſe, for no Ill ſhall befall thee. Ma- 
dam, anſwer'd the Leopard, You know that I 
could wiſh to be_excus'd from. this, but you alſo 
know that I am ready to ſacrifice my Life to 
your Majeſty's Commands; Aol of me, there- 
fore, as you pleafe ; IJ am ready to go wherever 
you command. With that ſhe carried the Leo- 
pard to the King; to whom, Sir, ſaid ſhe, here 
is an undeniable Witneſs which I have to pro- 
duce againſt Damna. Then the Lion, addreſling 


himſelf to the Leopard, aſk'd him what Proof 


he had of the Delinquent's Treaſon ? Sir, an- 
ſwer d the Leopard, I was willing to conceal 
this Truth, on Purpoſe, for ſome time, to ſee 


what Reaſons the cunning Traitor would bring 


to juſtify himſelf ; but now tis time your Ma- 
jeſty knew all. On this the Leopard made a 


long Recital of what had paſſed between Kalila 
and her Huſband: Which Depoſition being made 


in the hearing of ſeveral Beaſts, was ſoon di- 


vulged far and near, and preſently afterwards 
confirmed by a ſecond Teſtimony, which was 


the Bear's, of whom I made mention before. 


After this the Delinquent was aſk'd what he had 


now to ſay for himſelf; but he had not a Word 
to anſwer. This at length determined the Lion 


to ſentence that Damna, as a Traitor, ſhould be 


hut between four Walls, and there ſtarved to 
death. | | 


H Theſe 


© Theſe Chapters, concluded Pay, may it 
pleaſe your Majeſty, are Leſſons to Deceivers 
and Sycophants, that they ought to reform their - 
Manners, and I think have aiciently made it 

appear, that Slanderers and Railers generally 

come to an unfortunate End; beſides, that white 

they live, they render themſelves. odious to all 

human Society. He that plants Thorns: muſt 

never expect to gather Roſes. | 
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to my infinite Satisfaction, the Story of 
a Knave, who, under the falſe Appear- 
ances of Friendſhip, occaſion'd the Death of an 
innocent Perſon. I deſire you next to inform 
me what Benefit may be made of honeſt Men 
and real Friends in civil Life. Your Majeſty, 
anſwer' d the Bramin, is to know, that honeſt 
Men eſteem and value nothing ſo much in this 
World, as a real Friend. Such a one is as it 
were another ſelf, to whom we impart our moſt 
ſecret Thoughts, who partakes of our Joy, and 
comforts us in our Affliction : Add to this, that 
his Company is an everlaſting Pleaſure to us. 
But nothing can, perhaps, give your Majeſty a 
clearer or nobler Idea of the Pleaſures of a reci- 
procal Friendſhip than the following Fable. 


V U have now told me, ſaid the King, 
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FABLE l. 
De Raven, the Rar, and the PlDGROoxs. 


"EAR adjoining to Odorna there was once 
a moſt delightful Place, which was ex- 
tremely full of Wild-fowl, and was therefore 
much frequented by the Sportſmen and Fowlers. 
A Raven one Day accidentally eſpied in this 


Place, at the Foot of a Tree, on the Top of 


which ſhe had built her Neſt, a certain Fowler 
with a Net in his Hand. The poor Raven was 
afraid at firſt, imagining it was herſelf that the 
Fowler aimed at ; but her Fears ceas'd when ſhe 
obſerv'd the Motions of the Perſon, who, after 
he had ſpread his Net upon - the Ground, and 
ſcatter'd ſome Corn about it to allure the Birds, 
went and hid himſelf behind a Hedge, where he 
was no ſooner laid down, but a Flock of Pid- 
geons threw themſelves upon the Corn, without 
hearkening to theis Chieftain, who would fain 
have hindered them, telling them, that they 
were not ſo raſhly to abandon themſelves to their 
Paſſions. This prudent Leader, who was an 
old Pidgeon, called Montivaga, perceiving. them 


ſo obſtinate, had many times a Deſire to ſeparate | 
himſelf from them; but Fate, that imperiouſly 


controuls all living Creatures, conſtrained him 
to follow the Fortune of the reſt, ſo that he a- 
lighted upon the Ground with his Companions. 
It was not long after this before they all ſaw 
themſelves under the Net, and juſt ready to fall 
into the Fowler's Hands. Well, ſaid Montivaga 
on this, mournfully, to them, What think you 
now, will you believe me another rime, if it be 
poſſible that you may get away from this De- 
ſtruction? I ſee, continued he, perceiving how 
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they flutter'd to get looſe, that every one of you 
minds his own Safety only, never regarding 


what becomes of his Companions ; and, let me 


tell you, that this is not only an ungrateful, but 
a fooliſh, way of acting; we ought to make it 
our Buſineſs to help one another, and jt may be 
ſo charitable an Action may ſave us all; let us 
all together ſtrive to break the Net. On this 


they all obeyed Montivaga, and fo well beſtirred 


themſelves, and they tore the Net up from the 
Ground, and carried it up with them into the 
Air. The Fowler, on this, vexed to loſe ſo 
ſair a Prey, followed the Pidgeons, in Hopes 
that the Weight of the Net would tire them. 

In the mean time the Raven obſerving all this, 
ſaid to herſelf, This is a very pleaſant Adventure, 
T am reſolved to ſee the Iſſue of it: and accord. 
ingly ſhe took wing and follow'd them. Monti. 
vaga obſerving that the Fowler was reſolved to 
purſue them, This Man, ſaid he to his Compa- 
nions, will never give over purſuing us, till he 
has loſt Sight of us; therefore, to prevent our 
Deſtruction, let us bend our Flight to ſome thick 
Wood, or ſome ruined Caſtle, to the End that 
when we are protected: by ſome Foreſt or thick 
Wall, Deſpair may force him to retire. ' This 
Expedient had the deſired Succeſs ; for, having 
ſecur'd themſelves among the-Boughs of *a thick 
Foreſt, where the Fowler loſt Sight of them, be 
return'd home, full ſorely afflicted for the Los 
of his Game and his Net to boot. 

As for the Raven, ſhe followed them till, out 
of Curioſity to know how they got out of the 
Net, that ſhe might make uſe of the ſame Secret 
upon the like Occaſion. 

The Pidgeons, thus quit of the Fowler, were 
everjoyed; however, they were ſtill troubled 
with the Intanglements of the net, which they 

could 
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could not get rid of: But Montivaga, who was 
fertile in Inventions, ſoon found a way for that. 
We muſt addrefs ourſelves, faid he, to fome in- 
timate Friend, who, ſetting aſide all treacherous 
and By.ends, wilt go faithfully to work: for. our 
Deliverance. - I know a Rat, continued he, that 
lives not far from hence, a faithful Friend of 
mine, whoſe Name is Zirac- he, I know, will 
gnaw the Net, and ſet us at Liberty. The Pid- 
geons, who deſired nothing more, all entreated 
to fly to this Friend; and foon after they arrived 
at the Rat's Hole, who came forth upon the 
fluttermg of their Wings; and aſtoniſhed and 
ſurprized to fee Montivaga fo intangled in the 
Net, O! my dear Friend, ſaid he, how came 
you into this Condition? To whom Montivaga 
replied, I deſire you, my moſt faithful Friend, 
firſt of all to diſengage my Companions. But 
Zirac, more troubled to ſee his Friend bound than 
for all the reſt, would needs pay his Reſpects to 
him firſt; but Montiuaga cried out, I conjure 
you once more, by our ſacred Friendſhip, to ſet 
my Companions at Liberty before me ; for, that 
belides being their Chieftain, I ought to take 
care for them in the firſt Place. I am afraid the 
Pains thou wilt take to unbind me, will flacken 
thy good Offices to the reſt; whereas, the 
Friendſhip thou haſt for me, will excite thee to 
haſten their Deliverance, that thou may'ſt be 
ſooner in a Condition to give me my Freedom. 
The Rat, admiring the Solidity of theſe Argu- 
ments, applauded Montivaga's Generoſity, and 
fell to unlooſen the Strangers; which was ſoon 
done, and then he perform'd the ſame kind 
Office for his Friend. 

Montivaga, thus at Liberty, together with his 
Companions, took his Leave of Zirac, returning 
him a thouſand Thanks for his Kindneſs. And 
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L 150 } 
when they were gone, the Rat return'd to his. 
Hole. 

The Raven having obſerved all this, hada great 


| Deſire of being acquainted with Zirac. To 


which End he went to his Hole, and called him 
by his Name, Zirac, frighted to hear a ſtrange 
Voice, aſked who he was? To which the Raven 
anſwered, It is a Raven who has ſome Buſineſs 
of Importance to impart to thee. What Buſi- 
neſs, replied the Rat, can you and I have toge- 
ther? We are Enemies, Then the Raven told 
him, he deſired to liſt himſelf in the Number of 
the Rat's Acquaintance, whom he knew to beſo 
{incere a Friend. I beſeech you, anſwer'd Zirac, 
find out ſome other Creature, whoſe Friendſhip 
agrees better with your Diſpoſition. You loſe 
your time in endeavouring to perſuade me to 
{ach an incompatible Reconciliation. Never ſtand 
upon Incompatibilities, ſaid the Raven, but do 
a generous Action, by affording an innocent Per- 
ſon your Friendſhip and Acquaintance, when he 
deſires it at your Hands, You may talk to me 
of Generoſity till your Lungs ach, replied Zi- 
rac, I know your Tricks too well: In a Word, 


We are Creatures of ſo different Species, that 


we can never be either Friends or Acquaintance. 
The Example which I remember of the Par- 
tridge, that over-haſtily granted her Friendſhip to a 
Falcon, is a ſufficient Warning to make me wiſer. 


FABLE II. 
The PARTRIDGE and the FALCON. 


Partridge, ſaid Zirac, keeping cloſe in his 

Hole, but very obligingly purſving his Diſ- 

courſe, was promenading at the Foot of a = 
an 
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and tuning her Throat in her coarſe way, ſo de- 
lightfully, that a Falcon flying that way, and 
hearing her Voice, came towards her, and very 
civilly was going to aſk her Acquaintance. No 
body, ſaid he to himſelf, can live without a 
Friend; and it is the Saying of the Wiſe, that 
they who want Friends, labour under perpetual 
Sickneſs. With theſe Thoughts he would fain 
have accoſted the Partridge ; but ſhe ann 
him, eſcap'd into a Hole, all over in a cold 
Sweat for fear. The Falcon follow'd her, and 
preſenting himſelf at the Foot of the Hole, My 
dear Partridge, Taid he, I own that I never had 
any great Kindneſs hitherto for you, becauſe I 
did not know your Merit; but ſince my good 
Fortune now has made me acquainted with your 
merry Note, be pleaſed to give me leave to ſpeak 
with you, that I may offer you my Friendſhip, 


and that I may beg of you to grant me yours. 


Tyrant, anſwer'd the Partridge, let me alone, 
and labour not in vain to reconcile Fire and, 
Water. Moſt amiable Partridge, replied the Fal- 
con, baniſh theſe idle Fears, and be convinced 


that J love you, and deſire that we may enter - 


to a Familiarity together: Had I any other De- 
ſign, I would not trouble myſelf to court you 
with ſuch ſoft Language out of your Hole. Be- 
lieve me, I have ſuch good Pounces, that I 
would have ſeized a dozen other Partridges in the 
time that I have been courting your Affection: 
I am ſure you will have Reaſons enough to be 
glad of my Friendſhip ; firſt, becauſe no other 
Falcon ſhall do you any Harm, while you are 
under my Protection; ſecondly, becauſe that 
being in my Neſt, you will be honour'd by the 
World ; and, laſtly, I will procure you a Male 
to keep you Company, and give you all the De- 
lights of Love and a young Progeny. It is im- 
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[ 152 } | 
poſſible for me to think you can have ſo much 
Kindneſs to me, replied the Partridge ; but in- 
deed ſhoyld this be true, I ought not to accept 
your Propoſal ; for you being the Prince of 
Birds, and of the greateſt Strength, and I a poor 
weak Partridge, . whenever I ſhall do any thing 
that diſpleaſes you, you will not fail to tear me 
to Pieces. No, no, ſaid the Falcon, ſet your 
Heart at reſt for that; the Faults that Friends 
commit are eaſily pardoned, Much other Diſ- 
courſe of this kind paſſed 'between them, and 
many Doubts were ſtarted and anſwered to Sa- 
tis faction, ſo that at length the Falcon teſtified 
ſuch an extraordinary Friendſhip for the Par- 
tridge, that ſhe could no longer refuſe coming 
out of her Hole. And no ſooner was ſhe come 
forth, but the Falcon tenderly embraced her, 
and carried her to his Neſt, where, for two or 
three Days he made it his whole Buſineſs to di- 
vert her, The Partridge, oyerjoy'd to ſee her- 
ſelf ſo careſs'd, gave her Tongue more Libe 
than ſhe had done before, 'and talk'd much of 
the Cruelty and favage Temper of the Birds of 
Prey. This began to offend the Falcon, though, 
for the preſent, he diſſembled it. One Day, 
however, he unfortunately fell ill, which hinder- 
ed him from going abroad in ſearch of Prey, ſo 
that he grew hungry, and wanting Victuals, he 
ſoon became melancholy, moroſe and churliſh. 
His being out of Humour quickly alarmed the 
Partridge, who kept herſelf, very prudently, 
cloſe in a Corner with a very modeſt Counte- 
nance, But the Falcon, ſoon after, no longer 
able to endure the Importunities of his Stomach, 
reſolv'd to pick a Quarrel with the poor Partridge. 
To which Purpoſe, It is not fitting, ſaid he, that 
you ſhould lye lurking there in the Shade, while 
all the World is expoſed to the Heat of the op. 


( 153 ] 
The Partridge, trembling every Joint of her, 


replied, King of Birds, it is now Night, and all 


the World is in the Shade as well as I, nor do 
I know what Sun you mean. Inſolent Baggage, 
replied the Falcon, then you will make me ei- 
ther a Liar or mad: And ſo ſaying, he fell upon 
her and tore her to Pieces. 

Do not believe, purſued the Rat, that upon 
the Faith of your Promiſes, I will lay myſelf at 
your Mercy. Recollect yourſelf, anſwer'd thy 
Raven, and conſider that it is not worth m 
while to fool my Stomach with ſuch a diminutive 
Body as thine, it is there fore with no ſuch In- 
tent I am talking with thee, but I know thy 
Friendſhip may be beneficial to me; ſcruple not 
therefore to grant me this Favour. The Sages 
of old, replied the Rat, admoniſn us to take care 
of being deluded by the fair Words of our Ene- 


mies, as was a certain unfortunate Man, whoſe 


Story, if you pleaſe, I will relate to you. 


FABLE III. 
The MAN and the ADDER. 


Man mounted upon a Camel, once rode into 
a Thicket, and went to reſt himſelf in that 
Part of it, from whence a Caravan was juſt de- 


parted, and where the People having left a Fire, 


ſome Sparks of it being driven by the Wind, had 
ſet a Buſh, wherein lay an Adder, all in a Flame. 

The Fire environed the Adder in ſuch a manner, 
that he knew not how to eſcape, and was juſt 
giving himſelf over to Deſtruction, when he per- 
ceived the Man already mentioned, and with a 
thouſand mournful Conjurations, begged of him 
to ſave his Life. The Man, on this, being na- 
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wrally compaſſionate, ſaid to himſelf, It is true, 
theſe Creature are Enemies to Mankind; how- 
ever, good Actions are of great Value, even of 
the very greateſt when done to our Enemies, and 
whoever ſows the Seed of good Works, ſhall 
reap the Fruit of Bleſſings. After he had made 
this Reflection, he took a Sack, and tying it to 
the End of his Lance, reached it over the Flame 
to the Adder, who flung himſelf into it; and 
when he was fafe in, the Traveller pulled back 
the Bag, and gave the Adderleave to come forth, 
telling him he might go about his Buſineſs, but 
hoped he would have the Gratitude to make him 
a Promiſe, never to do any more Harm to Men, 
ſince a Man had done him fo great a Piece of 
Service, To this the ungrateful Creature an- 
ſwered, You much miſtake both yourſelf and 
me; think not that I intend to be gone ſo calm- 
ly ; no, my Deſign is firſt to leave thee a parting 
Bleſſing, and throw my Venom upon thee and 
thy Camel. Monſter of Ingratitude, replied the 
Traveller, deſiſt a Moment at leaſt, and tell me 
whether it be lawful to recompenſe Good with 
Evil ? No, replied the Adder, it certainly is not, 
but in acting in that manner, I ſhall do no more 
than what yourſelves do every Day; that is to 
fay, retaliate good Deeds with wicked Actions, 
and requite Benefits with Ingratitude. You can- 
not prove this flanderous and wicked Aſperſion, 
replied the Traveller; nay, I will venture to ſay, 
that if you can ſhew me any one other Creature 
in the World that is of your Opinion, I will 
conſent to whatever Puniſhment you think fit to 
inflict on me for the Faults of my Fellow-Crea- 
tures. - I agree to this willingly, anſwered the 
Adder ; and at the ſame time ſpying a Cow, let 
us propound our Queſtion, faid he, to this Crea- 
ture before us, and we ſhall fee what Anſwer ſhe 
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[ 255 ] 
will make, The Man conſented, and fo both of 
them accoſting the Cow, the Adder put the 
Queſtion to her, how a good Turn was to be re- 
quited? By its Contrary, replied the Cow, if 
you mean according to the Cuſtom of Men ; and 
this I know by ſad Experience. I belong, ſaid 
ſhe, to a Man, to whom TI have long been ſeve- 


ral ways extremely beneficial : I have been uſed 


to bring him a Calf every Year, and to ſupply 
his Houſe with Milk, Butter, and Cheeſe ; but 
now I am grown old, and no longer in a Condi- 
tion to ſerve him as formerly I did, he has put 
me in this Paſture to fat me, with a Deſign to 
ſell me to a Butcher, who is to cut my Throat, 
and he and his Friends are to eat my Fleſh : And 
is not this a requiting Good with Evil? On this 
the Adder taking upon him to ſpeak, ſaid to the 
Man, What ſay you now, are not your own 
Cuſtoms a ſufficient Warrant for me to treat you 
as I intend to do? The Traveller, not a little 
confounded at this ill- timed Story, was cunning 


enough, however, to anſwer, This is a particu- 
lar Caſe only, and give me leave to ſay, one 


Witneſs is not ſufficient to convict me; therefore 
pray let me have another. With all my Heart, 
replied the Adder ; let us addreſs ourſelves to 
this Tree that ſtands here before us. The tree 
having heard the Subject of their Diſpute, gave 
his Opinion in the following Words : Among 
Men Benefits are never requited but with un- 
grateful Actions. I protect Travellers from the 
Heat of the Sun, and yield them Fruit to eat, 
and a delightful Liquor to drink; nevertheleſs, 
forgetting the Delight and Benefit of my Shade, 
they barbarouſly cut down my Branches to make 


Sticks and Handles for Hatchets, and ſaw my; 
Body to make Planks and Rafters. Is not this, 


requiting Good with Evil? The Adder, on this, 
| looking 
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looking upon the Traveller, aſked if he was ſa- 
tisfied ? But he was in ſuch a Confuſion, that he 
knew not what to anſwer. However, in Hopes 
to free himſelf from the Danger that threatened 
him, faid to. the Adder, I deſire only one Fa- 


vour more ; let us be judged by the next Beaſt 


we meet; give me but that Satisfaction, it is all 
I crave ; you know Life is ſweet; ſuffer me 


therefore to beg for the Means of continuing it. 
While they were thus parleying together, a Fox. 


paſſing by, was ſtopped by the Adder, who con- 


jured him to put an End to their Controverſy. 


The Fox, upon this, deſiring to know the Sub- 
ject of their Diſpute ;: ſaid the Traveller, I have 


done this Adder a ſignal Piece of Service, and 
he would fain perſuade me that, for my Reward, 
he ought to do me a Miſchief, If he means to 
act by you as you Men do by others, he ſpeaks. 
nothing but what is true, replied the Fox; but, 
that I may be better able to judge between you, 
let me underſtand what Service it is that you have 


done him? The Traveller was very glad of this 
Opportunity of ſpeaking for himſelf, and re- 


counted the whole Affair to him; he told him. 


after what Manner he had' reſcued him out of 
the Flames, with that little Sack which he ſhew- 


ed him. How! faid the Fox, laughing out-right, 


would you pretend to make me believe that ſo 
large an Adder as this could get into ſuch a little 
Sack? *tis impoſlible. Both the Man and the 


Adder, on this, aſſured him of the Truth of 


that Part of the Story; but the Fox poſitively 
refuſed to believe it.. At length, faid he, Words 


will never convince me of this monſtrous Impro- 


bability ; but if the Adder will go into it again, 
to convince me of the Truth of what you ſay, 


1 ſhall then be able to judge of the reſt of this 


Affair. That 1 will do moſt willingly, replied 
| the 
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the Adder; and, at the ſame Time, put himſelf 
into the Sack. Then, ſaid the Fox to the Tra- 
veller, now you are the Maſter of your Enemy's 
Life; and, I believe, you need not be long in 
reſolving what Treatment ſuch a Monſter of In- 
gratitude deſerves of you. With that the Tra- 
veller tied up the Mouth of the Sack, and, with 
a great Stone, never left off beating it till he had 
pounded the Adder to Death; and, by that 
Means, put an End to his Fears, and the Diſ- 
pute, at once. 7 


This Fable, purſued the Rat, informs us, that 
there is no truſting to the fair Words of an Ene- 
my, for fear of falling into the like Misfortunes. 
You ſay very true, replied the Raven, in all this; 
but what I have to anſwer to it is, that we ought 
to underſtand how to diſtinguiſh Friends from 
Enemies : And, when you have learnt that Art, 
you will know I am no terrible or treacherous 
Foe, but aſincere and hearty Friend ; for I proteſt 
to thee, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, that what I 
have ſeen thee do for thy Friend the Pidgeon, 


. and his Companions, has taken ſuch root in 
f me, that I cannot live without an Acquaintance 
. with thee ; and I ſwear I will not depart from 


. hence till thou haſt granted me thy Friendſhip, 
) Zirac perceiving, at length, that the Raven real- 
- ly dealt frankly and cordially with him, replied, 
e Jam happy to find that you are ſincere in all 


* this; pardon my Fears, and now hear me ac- 

knowledge, that I think 'tis an Honour for me 
E to wear the Title of thy Friend; and, if I have 
by ſo long withſtood thy Importunities, it was only 
1, to try thee, and to ſhew thee that I want nei- 
7 their Wit nor Policy, that thou may'ſt know 
is hereafter how far I may be able to ſerve thee. 
2d And, ſo ſaying, he came forward ; but even now 
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he did not venture fairly out, but ſtopt at the 
Entrance of his Hole. Why doſt thou not come 
boldly forth? demanded the Raven. Is it be- 
eauſe thou art not yet aſſured of my Affection? 
That's not the Reaſon, anſwered the Rat, but 
I am afraid of thy Companions upon the Trees. 
Set thy Heart at reſt for that, replied the Raven, 
they ſhall reſpeCt thee as their Friend: For ?tis a 


Cuſtom among us, that, when one of us enters 


into a League of Friendſhip with a Creature of a- 
nother Species, we all eſteem and love that Crea- 
ture. The Rat, upon the Faith of theſe Words, 
eame out to the Raven, who careſſed him with 
extraordinary Demonſtrations of Friendſhip ;: 


fwearing to him an inviolable Amity, and re- 


queſting him to go and live with him, near the 


Habitation of a certain neighbouring Tortoiſe, 


of whom he gave a very noble Character. Com- 
mand me henceforward in all things, replied Zi- 
rac, for I have ſo great an Inclination for you, that 
from henceforward I will for ever follow you as 


your Shadow; and, to tell you the Truth, this 
is not the proper Place of my Reſidence ; I was 
only compelled, ſome Time ſince, to take Sanc- 
tuary in this Hole, by Reaſon of an Accident, 


of which I would give you the Relation, if I 


thought it might not be offenſive to you. My dear 


Friend, replied the Raven, tan you have any 


ſuch Fears? or rather are you not convinced 


that I ſhare in all your Concerns ? but the Tor- 
toiſe, added he, whoſe Friendſhip is a very con- 
ſiderable Acquiſition, which you cannot fail of, 
will be no leſs glad to hear the Recital of your 
Adventures : Come therefore, away with me to 
her, continued he ; and, at the ſame Time, he 
took the Rat in his Bill, and carried him to the 
Tortoiſe's Dwelling, to whom he related what 


he had ſeen Zirac do, She congratulated the 


Raven 


1591 


Raven for having acquired ſo perfect a Friend, 
and careſſed the Rat at a very high Rate; who, 
for his Part, was too much a Courtier not to 
teſtify how ſenſible. he was of all her Civilities. 
After many Compliments on all Sides, they went 
all three to walk by the Banks of a purling Ri- 
yulet ; and, having made choice of a Place 
ſomewhat diſtant from the Highway, the Raven 
deſired Zirac there to relate his Adventures, 
which he did in the following Manner, 


FABLE TY. 
The Adventures of Z1Rac. 


Was born, ſaid Zirac, and lived many Years, 

in a City of India called Marout, where I 
made Choice of a Place to reſide in that ſeemed 
to be the Habitation of Silence itſelf, that I 
might live without Diſturbance. Here JI enjoyed 
long the greateſt earthly Felicity, and taſted the 
Sweets of a quiet Life, in Company of ſome 
other Rats, honeſt Creatures, of my own Hu- 
mour. There was alſo in our Neighbourhood, 
I muſt inform you, a certain Derviſe, who every 
Day remained idly in his Habitation while his 
Companion went a begging. He conſtantly, 
however, eat a Part of what the other brought 
home, and kept the Remainder for his Supper. 
But, when he ſet down to his ſecond Meal, he 
never found his Diſh in the ſame Condition that 
he left it. For, while he was in his Garden, I 
always filled my Belly, and conſtantly called my 
Companions to partake with me, who were no 
leſs mindful of their Duty to Nature than my. 
felf. The Derviſe, on this, conſtantly finding 
his Pittance diminiſhed, flew out at length into 
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a great Rage, and looked into his Books for 
ſome Receipt, or ſome Engine to apprehend us; 
but all that nothing availed him, I was ſtill more 
cunning than he. One unfortunate Day, how- 


ever, one of his Friends, who had been a long 


Journey, entered into his Cell to viſit him; and, 
after they had dined, they fell into a Diſcourſe 
concerning Travel. This Derviſe, our good 
Purveyor, among other things, aſked his Friend 
what he had ſeen, that was moſt rare and cu- 
rious, in his Travels. To whom the Traveller 
began to. recount what he had obſerved moſt 
worthy remark ;. but, as he was ſtudying to give 
him a Deſcription of the moſt delightful Places 
through whith he had paſſed, the Dervife till 
interrupted him, from Time to T'ime, with the 
Noiſe which he made, by clapping his Hands.one 
againſt the other, and ſtamping with his Foot a- 

ainſt the Ground, to fright us away : For, in- 
— we made frequent Sallies upon his Provi- 
ſion, never regarding his Preſence nor his Com- 
pany. At length, the Traveller taking it in 
dudgeon that the Derviſe gave ſo little Ear to 
him, told him, in down- right Terms, that he 
did ill to detain him there, to trouble him with 


telling Stories he did not attend to, and make a 


Fool of him. Heaven forbid ! replied the Der- 
viſe altogether ſurprized, that I ſhould make a 
Fool of a Perſon of your Merit: I beg your 
Pardon for interrupting you, but there is in this 
Place a Neſt of Rats that will eat me up to the 
very Ears before they have done; and there is 
one above the reſt ſo bold; that he even has the 
Impudence to come and bite me by the Toes as 
J lie aſleep, and I know not how to catch the 
felonious Devil. The Traveller, on this, was 
ſatisfied with the Derviſe's Excuſes; and replied, 
Certainly there is ſome Myſtery in this: This 

EY | | Accident 
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Accident brings to my Mind a remarkable Story, 


which I will relate to you, provided you will 
hearken to me with a little better Attention. 


FABLE V, 
A HuszanD and his Wire. 


NE Day, continued the Traveller, as I 
was on my Journey, the bad Weather con- 
ſtrained me to ſtop at a Town, where I had ſe- 
veral Acquaintance of different Ranks; and, be- 
ing unable to proceed on my Journey for the 
Continuance of the Rain, I went to lodge at one 
of my Friends, who received me very civilly. 
After Supper, he put me to Bed in a Chamber 
that was parted from his own by a very thin 
Wainſcot only, ſo that, in deſpight of my Ears, 
L heard all his private Converſation with his Wife. 
To Morrow, ſaid he, I intend to invite the 
rincipal Burghers of the Town, to divert my 
Friend, who has done me the Honour to come 
and ſee me. You have not ſufficient wherewith- 
al to ſupport your Family, anſwered his Wife, 
and yet you talk of being at great Expences : 
Rather think of ſparing that little you have for 
the Good of your Children, and let feaſting a- 
lone, This is a Man of great Religion and 
Piety, replied the Huſband, and I ought to teſti- 
fy my Joy on ſeeing him, and to give my other 
Friends an Opportunity of hearing his pious 
Converſation ; nor be you in Care for the ſmall 
Expence that will attend this. The Providence 
of God is very great, and we ought not to take 
too much Care for To-morrow, leſt what befell 
the Wolf befall us. 
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FATLE Wk 
The HUNTER and the Wo v. 


NE Day, continued the Huſband, a great 
Hunter returning from the Chace of a Deer, 
which he had killed, unexpectedly eſpied a wild 
Boar coming out of a Wood, and making di- 
rectly towards him, Very good, cried the Hun- 
ter, this Beaſt- comes very good-naturedly, he 
will not a little augment my Proviſion. With 
that he bent his Bow, and let fly his Arrow with 
fo good an Aim, that he wounded the Boar to 
Death. Such, however, are the unforeſeen E-. 
vents that attend too covetous a Care. for the 
Neceſſaries of Life, that this fair Beginning was 
but a Prelude to a very fatal Cataſtrophe. For 
the Beaſt, fecling himſelf wounded, ran with 
fo much Fury at the Hunter, that he ript up his 
Belly with his Tuſks in ſuch a manner, that they 
both fell dead upon the Place. | 
At the very Moment when this happened, 
there paſſed by a Wolf half famiſhed, who ſee- 
ing ſo much Vitals lying upon the Ground, was 
in an Extaſy of Joy. However, faid he to him- 
ſelf, I muſt not be prodigal of all this good 
Food ; but it behoves me to huſband my good 


Fortune, to make my Proviſion hold out the 


longer. Being very hungry, however, he very 
prudently reſolved to fill his Belly firſt, and make 
his Store for the future afterwards. Not wil- 
ling, however, to wafte any Part of his Trea- 
ſure, he was for eating his Meat, and, if poſſi- 
ble, having it too; he therefore reſolved to fill 
his Belly with what was leaſt delicate, and ac- 
cordingly began with the String of the Bow, 


which was made of Gut; but he had no ſooner 


ſnapt 
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ſnapt the String, but the Bow, which was highly 


bent, gave him ſuch a terrible Thump upon the 


Breaſt, that he fell ſtone dead upon the other 
Bodies. 


This Fable, ſaid the Huſband, purſuing his 
Diſcourſe, inſtrufts us that we ought not to be 
too greedily covetous. Nay, ſaid the Wife, if 


this be the Effect of faving, &en invite whom 


you pleaſe To-morrow. 

The Company was accordingly invited ; but 
the next Day, as the Wife was getting Dinner 
ready, and making a fort of Sawce with Honey, 
ſhe faw a Rat fall into the Honey-pot, which 
turned her Stomach, and ſtopped the making of 
that Part of the Entertainment, Unwilling, 
therefore, to make uſe of the Honey, ſhe carried 
it to the Market, and, when ſhe parted with it, 
took Pitch in Exchange. I was then, by Acct- 
dent, by her, and aſked her why ſhe made fuch 
a diſadvantageous Exchange for her Honey ? Be- 
cauſe, faid ſhe in my Ear, tis not worth ſo much 
to me as the Pitch. Then I preſently perceived 
there was fome Myſtery in the Affair, which was 


beyond my Comprehenſion. Tis the fame with 


this Rat: He would never be fo bold, had he not 
ſome Reaſon for it which we are ignorant of. 
The Rats, continued he, in this Part of the 
World are a cunning, covetous, and proud Ge- 
neration ; they'heap Money as much as the Mi- 
ſers of our own Species; and when one of them 
is poſſeſſed of a conſiderable Sum, he becomes 
a Prince among them, and has his Set of Come- 
rades, who would die to ferve him, as they live 
by him; for he diſburſes Money for their Pur- 
chaſes of Food, &c. of one another, and they 
live his Slaves in perfect Idkeneſs. And for my 
part, I am apt to believe that this is the Caſe 
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with this impudent Rat; that he has a Number 
of Slaves of his own Species at Command, to 
defend and uphold him in his audacious Tricks, 
and that there is Money hidden in his Hole. 

The Derviſe no ſooner heard the Traveller 
talk of Money, but he took a Hatchet, and fo 
beſtirred himſelf, that, having cleft the Wall, he 
foon diſcovered my Treaſure, to the Value of a 
thouſand Deniers 'in Gold, which I had heaped 
together with great Labour and Toil. Theſe 
had long been my whole Pleaſure; I rold them 
every Day; I took delight to handle them, and 
tumble upon them, placing all my Happineſs in 
that Exerciſe, But to return to the Story. When 
the Gold tumbled out, Very good, ſaid the Tra- 
veller, had I not reaſon to attribute the Inſolence 
of theſe Rats to ſome unknown Cauſe ? : 

I leave you to judge in what a deſperate Con- 

dition I was, when I ſaw my Habitation ranſack- 
ed after this Manner. I reſolved on this to change 
my Lodging; but all my Companions left me; 
fo that I had a thorough Experience of the 
Truth of the Proverb, No Money, mo Friend. 
Friends, now-a-days, love us no longer than our 
Friendſhip turns to their Advantage. I have 
heard, among the Men, that one Day a wealthy 
and a witty Man was aſked, How many Friends 
he had? As for Friends a-la-mode, ſaid he, I 
have as many as I have Crowns; but as for 
real Friends, I muſt ſtay till I eome to be in 
Want, and then I ſhall know. 

While I was pondering, however, upon the 
Accident that had befallen me, I ſaw a Rat paſs 
along, who had been heretofore uſed to profeſs 
bimſelf ſo much devoted to my Service, that 
you would have thought he could not have lived 
a Moment out of my Company. I called to 
him, and aſked him, Why he ſhunned me 


the 


like 


1 165 ] 

the reſt? Thinkeſt thou, ſaid the ungrateful and 
impudent Villain, that we are ſuch Fools to ſerve 
thee for nothing? When thou wer't rich, we 
were thy Servants ; but, now thou art poor, be- 
lieve me, we will not be the Companions of thy 
Poverty. Alas! thou ought'ſt not to deſpiſe the 
Poor, faid I, becauſe they are the beloved of 
Providence, ?Tis very true, anſwered he; but 
not ſuch Poor as thou art, For Providence takes 
care of thoſe among Men who have, for the ſake 
of Religion, forſaken the World; not thoſe 
whom the World has forſaken. Miſerably an- 
gry was I with myſelf for my former Generoſi- 
ties to ſuch a Wretch ; but I could not tell what 
to anſwer to ſuch a cutting Expreſſion. I ſtaid, 
however, notwithſtanding my Misfortunes, with 
the Derviſe, to ſee how he would diſpoſe of the 
Money he had taken from me, and I obſerved 
that he gave one half to his Friend, and that 
each of them laid their Shares under their Pil- 
lows. On ſeeing this, an immediate Thought 
came into my Mind to go and regain this Mo- 
ney. To this Purpoſe I ſtole ſoftly to the Der- 
viſe's Bed-ſide, and was juſt going to carry back 
my Treaſure ; but unfortunately his Friend, who, 
unperceived by me, obſerved all my Actions, 
threw his Bed-ſtaff at me with ſo good a Will, 
that he had almoſt broke my Foot, which obliged 
me to recover my Hole with all the Speed I could, 
though not without ſome Difficulty. About an 
Hour after, I crept out again, believing, by this 
time, the Traveller might be afleep alſo. But 
he was too diligent a Centinel, and too much 
afraid of loſing his good Fortune. However, I 
plucked up a good Heart, went forward, and 
was already got to the Derviſe's Bed's-head, 
when my Raſhneſs had like to have coſt me m 

Life, For the Traveller gave me a ſecond Blow 
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upon the Head, that ſtunned me in ſuch a man- 
ner, that I could hardly find my Hole again. At 
the ſame Inſtant he alſo threw his Bed-ſtaff at 
me a third time; but, miſſing me, I recovered 
my Sanctuary, where I was no ſooner ſat down 
in Safety, but I proteſted never more to purſue 
the Recovery of a thing which had coſt me fo 
much Pains and Jeopardy. In purſuance of this 
Reſolution, I left the Derviſe's Habitation, and 
retired to that Place where you ſaw me with the 
Pidgeon. The Tortoiſe was extremely well 
pleaſed with the Recital of the Rat's Adventures, 
and at the ſame time embracing him, You have 
done well, ſaid ſne, to quit the World, and the 
Intrigues of it, ſince they afford us no perfect 
Satisfaction. All choſe who are turmoiled with 
Avarice and Ambition do but labour their own 
Ruin, like a certain Cat, which I once knew, 
1 Adventure you will not be diſpleaſed to 

ear. 


A 


FABLE VII. 
The RAVENOUS CaT. 


Certain Perſon, whom I have often ſeen, 

continued the Tortoiſe, bred up a Cat very 

frugally in his own Houſe. He gave her enough 
to ſuffice Nature, though nothing ſuperfluous ; 
and ſhe might, if ſhe pleaſed, have lived very hap- 
pily with him ; but ſhe was very ravenous, and, 
not content with her ordinary Food, hunted 
about in every Corner for more. One Day, paſ- 
ſing by a Dove-houſe, ſhe ſaw ſome young Pid- 
geons, that were hardly fledged, and preſently 
her Teeth watered for a Taſte of thoſe delicate 
Viands, With this Reſolution up ſhe boldly 
mounted 
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mounted into the Dove-houſe, never minding 
whether the Maſter were there or no, and was 
preſently, with great Joy, preparing to ſatisfy 
her voluptuous Deſires. But the Maſter of the 
Place no ſooner ſaw the Epicure of a Cat enter, 
but he ſhut up the Doors, and ſtopped all the 
Holes at which it was poſlible for her to get out 
again, and fo beſtirred himſelf, that he caught 
the felonious Baggage, and hanged her up at the 
Corner of the Pidgeon-houſe. Soon after this, 
the Owner of the Cat paſling that way, and ſee- 
ing his Cat hanged, Unfortunate Greedy-Gut, 
ſaid he, hadſt thou been contented with thy 
meaner Food, thou hadſt not been now in this 
Condition! Thus, continued he, moralizing on 
the Spectacle, inſatiable Gluttons are the Pro- 
curers of their own untimely Ends. Alas! the 
Felicities of this World are uncertain, and of 
no Continuance. Wiſe Men, I well remember, 
ſay, there is no Reliance upon theſe ſix things, 
* any thing of Fidelity to be expected from 

em: 
* From a Cloud; for it diſperſes in an In- 

t. 

2. From feigned Friendſhip ; for it paſſes away 
like a Flaſh of Lightning. 3 

3- From'a Woman's Love ; for it changes 
upon every frivolous Fancy. 

4. From Beauty; for the leaſt Injury of 
Time, Misfortune, or a Diſeaſe deſtroys it. 

5. From falſe Prayers; for they are but 
Smoak. 


6. And from the Enjoyments of the World ; 


for they all Vaniſh in a Moment. 


Men of Judgment replied the Rat, are all of 
this Opinion ; they never labour after theſe vain 
things; there is nothing but the Acquiſition of 
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[ 168 J: * 
2 real Friend can tempt us to the Expectation of 
a laſting Happineſs, The Raven then ſpoke in 
his turn. There is no earthly Pleaſure or Ad- 
vantage, ſaid he, like a true Friend; which I 
ſhall endeavour to prove, by the Recital of the 
following Story. t ieh e [ 47 


FAB L. E III. 


4 ER . The Two FRIENDS. 15,04 9 


A © Certain Perſon, of a truly noble and ge- 
2 nerous Diſpoſition, once Heard, as he lay 
in Bed, ſome: body knocking at his Door at an 
unſeaſonable Hour. Something ſurprized at it, 
he, without ſtirring out of his Place, firſt aſked, 
Who was there? But when by the Anſwer he 


_ underſtood that it was one Of his beſt Friends, 


he immediately roſe, put on his Cloaths, and 
ordering his Servant to light a Candle, went and 
opened the Door. So ſoon as he ſaw him, Dear 
Friend, ſaid he, I at all times rejoice to ſee you, 
but doubly now, becauſe I promiſe myſelf from 
this extraordinary Viſit, that I can be of ſome 
Service to you. I cannot imagine -your coming 
ſo late to be for any other Reaſon, but either to 
borrow Money, to defire me to be your Second, 
or becauſe you want Female Company to divert 
ſome ſudden Melancholy: And I am very happy 
in that I can aſſure you that I am provided to 
ſerve you in any of theſe Requeſts. If you want 


Money, my Purſe is full, and it is open to all 


your Occaſions, If you are to meet with your 
Enemy, my Arm and Sword is at your Service, 
Or, if any amorous Deſire brings you abroad, 
here is my Maid handſome enough, and ready to 


give you a civil Entertainment. In a Word, 


whatever 
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1 
whatever lies in my Power is at your Service. 
There is nothing I have leſs Occaſion for, an- 
ſwered his Friend, than all theſe things which 
you proffer me, I only came to underſtand the 
Condition of your Health, fearing the Truth of 
an unlucky and diſaſtrous Dream. | | 
While the Raven was reciting this Fable, our 
Set of Friends beheld at a Diſtance a little wild 
Goat making towards them with an incredible 
Swiftneſs. | 1 | 
They all took it -for granted, by her Speed, 
that ſhe was purſued by ſome Hunter, and they 
immediately without Ceremony ſeparated every 
one to take Care of himſelf. The Tortoiſe ſlipt 
into the Water, the Rat crept into a Hole which 
he accidentally found there, and the Raven hid 
himſelf among the Boughs of a very high Tree. 
In the mean time the Goat ſtopt all of a ſudden, 
and ſtood to reſt itſelf by the Side of the Foun- 
tain ; when the Raven, who looked about every 
Way, perceiving no body, called to the Tor. 
toiſe, who immediately peeped up above Water ; 
and ſeeing the Goat afraid to drink, Drink boldly, 
ſaid the Tortoiſe, for the Water is very clear: 
Which the Goat having done, Pray tell me, 
cried the Tortoiſe, what is the Reaſon you ſeem 
to be in ſuch a Fright. Reaſon enough, replied 
the Goat, for I have juſt made my Eſcape from 
the Hands of a Hunter who purſued me with an 
eager Chace. Come, ſaid the Tortoiſe, I am 
glad you are ſafe, and I have an Offer to make 
you, if you can like our Company, ſtay here, 
and be one bf our Friends ; you will find, I af- 
ſure you, our Hearts honeſt and our Converſa- 
tion beneficial, Wiſe Men, continued ſhe, ſay, 
that the Number of Friends leſſens Trouble; and 
that if a Man had a thouſand Friends, he ought 
to reckon them no more than as one ; but on 
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the other Side, if aMan has but one Enemy, he 


ought to reckon that one for a thouſand, ſo dan. 
gerous and ſo deſperate a thing is an avowed 
Enemy. After this Diſcourſe, the Raven and 
the Rat entered into Company with the Goat, 
and ſhewed her a thouſand Civilities, with which 
ſhe was ſo taken, that ſhe promiſed to ſtay there 
as long as ſhe lived, * 1 

Theſe four Friends after this, lived in perfect 
good e a long while, and ſpent their 
time very pleaſantly together. But one Day as 
the Tortoiſe, the Rat, and the Raven, were met, 
as they uſed to do, by the Side of the Fountain, 
the Goat was miſſing; this very much troubled 
the other Friends, as they knew not what Acci- 
dent might have befallen her. They ſoon came 
to a Reſolution, however, to ſeek for and aſſiſt 
her; and preſently the Raven mounted up into 
the Air, to ſee what Diſcoveries he could make, 
and looking round about him, at length, to his 
great Sorrow, ſaw at a Diſtance the poor Goat 
entangled in a Hunter's Net. He immedi- 
ately dropt down on this, to acquaint the Rat 
and Tortoiſe with what he had ſeen : and you 
may be well aſſured theſe ill Tidings extremely 
afflicted all the three Friends. We have pro- 
feſſed a ſtrift Friendſhip together, and lived 
long happily in it, ſaid the Tortoiſe, and it will 
be ſhameful now to break through it, and leave 
our innocent and good-natured Friend to Deſtruc- 
tion; no, we mult find ſome Way, continued 
ſhe, to deliver the poor Goat out of Captivity, 
On this, ſaid the Raven to the Rat, Remember 
now, Oh excellent Zirac / thy own Talents, and 


exert them for the public Good; there is none 


but you can ſet our Friend at Liberty; and the 
Buſineſs muſt be quickly done, for fear the Huntſ- 
man Jay his Clutches upon her, Doubt not but 

| I will 


(171) 
1 will gladly do my Endeavour, replied the Rat; 
therefore let's go immediately, leſt we loſe Time. 
The Raven on this took up Zirac in his Bill, and 
carried him to the Place; where being arrived, 


he fell, without Delay to gnawing the Meaſhes 


that held the Goat's Foot, and had almoſt ſet him 
at Liberty by that time the Tortoiſe arrived. 
So ſoon as the Goat perceived this ſlow-moving 
Friend, ſhe ſent forth a loud Cry: Oh! ſaid ſhe 

why have you ventured yourſelf to come hither ? 
Alas ! replied the Tortoiſe, I could no longer 
endure your Abſence. Dear Friend, faid the 
Goat, your coming to this Place troubles me 
more than the Loſs of my own Liberty : For if 
the Hunter ſhould happen to come at this Inſtant, 


what will you do to make your Eſcape? For my 


part I am almoſt unbound, and my ſwift Heels 
will preſerve me from falling into his Hands ; the 
Raven will find his Safety in his Wings ; the Rat 
will run into any Hole; only you that are fo 
flow of Foot will become the Hunter's Prey. 
No ſooner had the Goat ſpoken the Words 


but the Hunter appeared; but the Goat being un- 


looſed ran away; the Raven mounted into the 
Sky, the Rat flipt into a Hole, and, as the Goat 
had ſaid, only the flow paced Tortoiſe remained 
without Help. 

When the Hunter arrived, he was not a little 
ſurpriſed to ſee his Net broken. This was no 
ſmall Vexation to him, and made him look nar- 
rowly about, to ſee if he could diſcover who 
had done him the Injury ; and unfortunately in 
ſearching, he ſpied the Tortoiſe, Oh! ſaid he, 
very well, I am very glad to ſee you here ; I find 
I ſhan't go home empty-handed, however, at laſt : 
Here's a plump Tortoiſe, and that's worth ſome - 
thing, I'm ſuxe, With that he took the Tortoiſe 
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vp, put it in his Sack, threw the Sack over his 
Shoulder, and ſo was trudging home. 

When he was gone, the three Friends came 
from their ſeveral Places, and met together, when 
miſling the Tortoiſe, they eaſily judged what was 
become of her. Then ſending forth a thouſand 
Sighs, they made moſt doleful Lamentations, 
and ſhed a Torrent of Tears. At length the 
Raven interrupting this ſad Harmony, Dear 
Friends, ſaid he, our Moans and Sorrows do the 
Tortoiſe no Good ; we ought, inſtead of this, 
if it be poſſible, to think of a Way to ſave her 
Life. 'The Sages of former Ages have informed 
us, that there are four ſorts of Perſons that are 
never known but upon the proper Occaſions ; 
Men of Courage in Fight; Men of Honeſty in 
Buſineſs; a Wife in her Huſband's Misfortunes ; 


and a true Friend in extreme Neceſſity. We 
IF alas ! our dear Friend the Tortoiſe is in a 


ad Condition, and therefore we muſt, if poſ- 


ſible, ſuccour her. Tis well adviſed, replied the 


Rat, and now I think on't, an Expedient is come 
into my Head, Let the Goat go and ſhew her- 
ſelf in the Hunter's Eye, who will then be ſure 
to lay down his Sack to run after her. Ve 

well adviſed, replied the Goat, I will pretend to 
be lame, and run limping at a little Diſtance be- 
fore him, which will encourage him to Yollow 


me, and ſo draw him a good Way from his Sack, 


which will give the Rat time to ſet our Friend at 
Liberty. This Stratagem had ſo good a Face, 
that it was ſoon approved by them all, and im- 
mediately the Goat ran halting before the Hunter, 
and ſeemed to be ſo feeble and faint, that the 
Hunter thought he had her ſafe in his Clutches ; 
and ſo laying down his Sack, ran after the Goat 
with all his Might. That cunning Creature ſuf- 
fered him ever and anon almoſt to come up to 


her, 
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her, and then led him another Green-gooſe 
Chace, till in ſhort ſhe had fairly dragged him 
out of Sight ; which the Rat perceiving, came 
and gnawed the String that tied the Sack, and let 
out the Tortoiſe, who went and hid herſelf in a 


thick Buſh. 


At length the Hunter tired with running in vain 
after bis Prey, left off the Chace and returned to 
his Sack. Here, ſaid he, I have ſomething ſafe 
however; thou art not quite fo ſwift of Foot as 
this plaguy Goat ; and if thou wert, art too faft 
here to find the Way to make thy Legs of any 
Uſe to thee : So ſaying he went to the Bag, but 
there miſſing the Tortoiſe he was in amaze, and 


thought himſelf in a Region of Hobgoblins and 


Spirits, He could not but ſtand and bleſs him- 
ſelf, that a Goat ſhould free herſelf out of his 


Nets, and by and by run hopping before him, 


and make a Fool of kim ; and that in the mean 
while a Tortoiſe, a poor feeble Creature, ſhould 


break the String of a Sack, and make its Eſcape. 


All theſe Conſiderations ſtruck him with ſuch a 
panic Fear, that he ran home as if a thouſand 
Robin-goodfellows or Raw-head and Bloody- 
bones had been at his heels. After which the 
four Friends met together again, congratulated 
each other on their Eſcapes, and made new 
Proteſtations of Friendſhip, and ſwore never to 
ſeparate till Death parted them. 
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Ca A Þ. 


That we ought always to diftruſt our Ex r- 
MIES, and be, if poſſible, perfectly informed 
of whatever paſſes among them. 


\ X E are now, ſaid Dabſchelim, moſt excel. 
lent Man! come to the fifth Chapter, 
which is to prove that no Perſon of 

Judgment and Diſcretion ought to hope for 

Friendſhip from his Enemies. Teach me there- 

fore, moſt venerable Sage, ſince I muſt never 

expect good Offices from them, which Way to 

avoid their Treaſons. We ought, replied the 
Bramin, always to diſtruſt our Enemies; when 
they make a Shew of Friendſhip, 'tis only to 
cover their evil Deſigns. Whoever confides in 
an Enemy, believe me, will be deceived, like 
the Owl in the Fable which I am going to recite 
to your Majeſty. 


FABLE I. 


The Ravsns and the OwLs. 


T N the north-weſt Parts of Zamardot ®, con- 

tinued Pilpay, there is a Mountain whoſe Top 
reaches above the Clouds ; and near the Top of 
this Mountain there once ſtood a Tree whole 
Boughs ſeemed to reach Heaven ; and theſe 
Boughs were all laden with the Neſts of a vaſt 
Number of Ravens, who were all the Subjects 


* Zomardet is accounted the moſt mountainous Coun- 
try of all the Eaſt. . 
(© 
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dectare War, or propound Peace, or abandon 

our Country? Sir, replied Carchenas, ſince you 

order me to ſpeak with Freedom, my Opinion is, 

that we ought not to attack the Owls, for this 

plain Reaſon, that they are more numerous than 

we. We muſt make uſe of Prudence, a Virtue 

that has frequently a greater Share in Succeſſes 

than either Strength or Riches. But before your 

Majeſty take your final Reſolution, let me adviſe, 

that you conſult your Miniſters once more, and 

give them an Opportunity of declaring their Opi- 

nions a ſecond time ; now that they are each of 
them acquainted with what is to be ſaid on the 
other Side, their Councils may aſſiſt you to bring 
about your Deſigns with Succeſs, Great Rivers 
are always ſwelled by many Rivulets. For my 
part, I neither love War, nor am for baſe and 
daſtardly Submiſſion. Tis not for Men of Ho- 
nour to deſire that they may have long Life, but 
that they may leave to Poſterity Examples of Vir- 
tue worthy of Admiration: Nor ought we mean- 
ly to take care of our Lives at the Expence of 
our Country's Safety, but to expoſe them upon 
all Occaſions where Honour calls us, conſider- 
ing 'tis better never to have been, than to live 
ignobly. Permit me to add, that my final Ad- 
vice is, that your Majeſty ſhew not the leaſt Fear 
in this Conjuncture; and that you take your Re- 
ſolutions in private, that your Enemies may not 
penetrate into your Deſigns. 

Here one of the other Miniſters intarrupting 
Carchenas, ſaid, with ſome Earneſtneſs, How ! 
what mean you by this Advice, ſo diffeient from 
the Tenor of the Beginning of your Speech. 
Wherefore are Councils held but to debate among 
ſeveral? And whereſore would you have an Af- 
fair of this Conſequence decided in a private 
Manner? Affairs of Princes, replied Carchenar, 
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are not like thoſe of Merchants, which are to be 
communicated to the whole Society : And there 
is Difference between hearing the Advice of 
others and communicating our Deſigns to them, 
The Secrets of Kings cannot be diſcovered but 
by their Counſellors or Embaſſadors. And who 
knows but there may be Spies in this very Place 
Who hear us, with an Intent to diſcloſe our Re. 
ſolutions to our Enemies, who, upon their Report, 
will prevent our Enterprizes, or at leaſt diſorder 
our Determinations ? Wiſe Men ſay, that if you 
will have a Secret, take care to keep it a Secret 
from all the World, not only from Enemies but 
from Friends. And let me tell you, Sir, that 
Monarch who .does not obſerve this Rule, will 
run the Hazard of being betrayed, as was tho 
King of Quechemir. Upon this Brrouz, who was 
very curious, commanded Carchenas to tell him 
the hiſtory, 


F A IH 
The K1NG and his MISTRESS. 


Tf the City of Quechemir there once reigned a 
King no leſs juſt than powerful, who had a 
Miſtreſs ſo ſurpaſſingly beautiful, that all Perſons 
that beheld her were in love with her. The 
King himſelf doated on her to that Degree, that 
he would never be out of her Company : But 
ſuch was the Misfortune of their Deſtiny, that 
ſhe was far from loving the King ſo dearly as ſhe 
was beloved by him. The Affection of the King, 
in ſhort flattered her Vanity, but never touched 
her Hearc ; which being always made, however, 
to harbour ſome particular Amour or other, ſhe 
once ſuffered herſelf to be poſſeſſed with a _ 
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ſent Paſſion for a Page, who was handſome and 
well proportioned, even to Admiration. She 
ſoon informed him by her Glances what Senti- 
ments ſhe had for him, and the ogling Youth as 
ſoon inſtructed her that ſhe could not apply her- 
ſelf to a young Spark that was more inclined to 
make his Advantage of ſo fair a Fortune. In 
ſhort, there wanted nothing but an Opportunity 
to get together in private. 

In the midſt of this Expectation of Happineſs, 
it happened, however, that one Day as the King 
was ſitting with his Miſtreſs, and gazing on her 
with Delight, the Page, who was ſtanding in the 
ſame Chamber, caſt his Eyes from time to time 


upon the charming Lady; while ſhe, on the 


other hand, fixed hers upon the Page, with an 
Air fo paſſionate, that the King plainly perceived 
it. He underftood but too well that ſilent Lan- 
guage, and was fo enraged with Jealouſy and 
Diſtraction, that he immediately reſolved to put 
them both to death. However, diſſembling his 
Deſign, becauſe he would not act with too much 
Precipitation, he re-entered his Apartment, where 
he ſpent the Night in miſerable uneaſineſs and 
Diſquiet. The next Morning as ſoon as he aroſe, 
he heard the Complaints of his Subjects, as was 
his uſual Cuſtom; and after he had given Satiſ- 
faction to his People, entered into his Cabinet 
in great Diſorder of Mind, and thither ſent for 
his chief Miniſter, and diſcover'd to him his De- 
ſign to poiſon: both his Miſtreſs and the Page. 
'The Vizier having heard his Reaſons, told him, 
that he could not but approve them, and pro- 
miſed to keep the Secret. From his Maſ 
Cloſet he immediately went home ; where find- 
ing his Daughter extremely penſive, he aſked the 
Reaſon. Father, ſaid ſhe, the King's favourite 
Miſtreſs has publicly affronted me; I am diſtracted 
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at it; and if I do not revenge myſelf, it is not 
for want of good Will. Comfort yourſelf, re- 
plied the Miniſter, take my Word for it, you 
will ſoon be delivered from your Pain. 

Now as Women are naturally very curious; 
the Daughter, from this Hint, continually preſſed 
her Father to know after what manner ſhe ſhould 
be revenged on her Enemy ; and he was at length 
ſo weak as to reveal to her the King's Deſign, 
It is true, ſhe ſwore not to diſcover it. But an 
Hour or two after, the King's Miſtrefs's Eunuch 
coming to viſit the Miniſter's Daughter, with an 
Intention to comfort her, and extenuate the Af. 
front ſhe had received; and to that Purpoſe tel. 
ling her, that we ought to bear with our Neigh. 
bours Faults : Ay, ay, ſaid the Lady, interrupt- 
ing him, with a diſdainful Smile, let her alone, 
ſhe has not long to play her proud Pranks. Upon 
which the Eunuch preſſed her ſo earneſtly, to ex- 
plain her Meaning, that ſhe could hold no longer, 
but told him every Word that her Father had ſaid 
to her, after ſhe had made him alſo ſwear, that 
he would inviolably keep the Secret. The Eu- 
nuch, however, did not think an Oath of that 
kind very binding; and, in ſhort, he no ſooner 
left her, but believing himſelf much more obliged 


to break than to keep his Proteſtations of Se- 


crecy, he went to the King's Miſtreſs, and re- 
vealed to her the violent Reſolution which the 
King had taken. There needed no more than 
the Knowledge of the Intent of the King, you 
may be ſure, to incenſe the Lady to try all ways 
ro prevent and be revenged on him. In ſhort, 
' ſhe ſent away privately for the Page, with whom 
ſhe took ſuch Meaſures, that the King was found 
next Morning dead in his Bed, 


You ſee by this Story, continued Carchenas, 
. that 


„ „ „ „„ 
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5 
that Princes are not to diſcover their Secrets to 
any, at leaſt not to any but thoſe of whoſe Diſcre- 
tion and Fidelity they have had conſtant and aſ- 
ſured Proofs. But of what Nature are the Secrets 
ſaid Birouz, which it moſt of all concerns us to 


conceal? Sir, anſwered Carchenas, there are 


many kinds of Secrets: Some are of fuch a Na- 
ture, that Princes are not to entruſt any body 
but themſelves with them ; that is to ſay, they 
ought to keep them ſo concealed that no body 
may be able from any thing they ſee, even to 
make the leaſt Gueſs at them : And others there 
are, which tho? they ought to be kept moſt fa- 
credly from the general Knowledge, yet they 
may be communicated to faithful Miniſters for 
their Advice and Counſel. 

Birouz finding that Carchenas ſpoke nothing but 
Reaſon, withdrew from the reſt of the Council, 
and ſhut himſelf up with him in his Cabinet ; 
and before he diſcourſed at large concerning the 
Buſineſs in queſtion, he deſired him to tell him the 
fatal Original of the deadly and hereditary Hatred 
between the Ravens and the Owls. Sir, anſwered 
Carchenas, a few Words alone produced that cruel 
Animoſity, the terrible Effects of which you 
have ſo oft experienced. The Story at large is 
this. 


— — 


F ABLE UL 


The Original of the Hatred between the Ravens 


and the OwLs. 


. once happened that in the Neighbourhood 
of this our delightful Habitation, a Flight of 
Birds aſſembled to chuſe themſelves a King; and 
every different Species among them put in bis 

Preten- 
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Pretenſions to the Crown. At length, however, 
there were ſeveral that gave their Voices for the 
Ov, becauſe Minerva, the Goddeſs of Wiſdom, 
had made choiſe of the Owl for her peculiar 
Bird: But a vaſt Number of others being ſtre. 
nuous in their Reſolution never to obey ſo de. 
formed a Creature, the Diet broke up, and they 
fell one upon another with ſo much Fury, that 
ſeveral on all Sides were ſlain. The Fight, how- 
ever, probably would have laſted longer than it 
did, had not a certain Bird, in order to part them, 
bethought himſelf of crying out to the Comba. 
tants, No more civil Wars; why do you ſpill 
one another's Blood in vain, here is a Raven 
coming, let us all agree to make him our Judge 
and Arbitrator ; he is a Perſon of Judgment, and 

* whoſe Years have gained him Experience. The 
Birds unanimouſly conſented to this; and when the 
Raven arrived, and had informed himſelf of the 
Ocaſion of the Quarrel, he thus delivered himſelf : 
Are you ſuch Fools and Madmen, Gentlemen, 
ſays he, to chuſe for your King a Bird, that draws 
after him nothing but Misfortune ? Will you ſet 
up a Fly inſtead of a Griffin? Why do you not 
rather make choice of a Falcon, who is eminent 
for his Courage and agility ? or elſe a Peacock, 
who treads with a Majeſtic Gait, and carries a 
Train of ſtarry Eyes in his Tail? Why do you 
not rather raiſe an Eagle to the Throne, who is 
the Emblem of Royalty ; or, laſtly, a Grifhn, 
who only by the Motion and Noiſe of his Wings 
makes the Mountains tremble? But though there 
were no ſuch Birds as theſe that I have named 
in the World, ſurely it were better for you to live 
without a King, than ſubject yourſelves to ſuch 
a horrid Creature as an Owl ; for tho? he has the 
Phyſiognomy of a Cat, he has no Wit; and 
which is yet more inſupportable, nen 
| | "A 
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that he is ſo abominably ugly, he is as proud as 
a fine Lady ata public Feaſt: And-which ought, 
if poſſible, to render him yet more deſpicable 
in our Eyes, he hates the Light of that magnifi- 
cent Body that enlivens all Nature. Therefore, 
Gentlemen, lay aſide a Deſign fo prejudicial to 
your Honour, proceed to the Election of another 
King, and do nothing that you may be ſure to re- 
pent of afterwards. Chuſe a King that may 
Comfort you in your Diſtreſſes, and remember 
the Story of the Rabbet, who calling himſelf the 
Moon's Embaſſador, expelled the Elephants out 
of his Country. | 


. 
— — 


— 


FABLE: NV. 


The ELEPHANTS and the RABBETS. 


ven, a moſt dreadful Year of Draught in 
the Elephants Country, called the Iſes of Rad, 
or of the Wind, inſomuch that, preſſed by ex- 
treme Thirſt, and not being able to come at any 
Water, the whole Body of the Nation at length 
publicly addreſſed themſelves to their King, be- 
ſeeching him to apply ſome Remedy to their Mi- 
ſery, that they might not periſh, or to deſtroy 
them all at once, rather than let them endure a 
Life of ſo much Miſery. The King upon this 
paſſionate Application, commanded” diligent 
Search to be made in all Places in the Neigh- 
bourhood, or at any reaſonable Diſtance : And 
at length there was diſcovered a Spring of Wa- 
ter ; to which the Ancients had given the Name 


of Chaſchmamah, or the Fountain of the Moon. 


Immediately on this moſt happy Diſcovery, the 
King came and encamped with his whole Army 
| h in 


HERE happened once, continued the Ra- 
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in the Parts adjoining to this Fountain: But, as 
Misfortune would have it, the coming of the Ele. 


. ruined a great Number of Rabbets that 


ad a Warren in the ſame Place, becauſe the 
Elephants, every Step they took, trod down their 


Boroughs, and killed the poor Creatures Young- 


ones. 

The Rabbets; on this public Calamity, aſ- 
ſembled together, went to their King, and be- 
ſought him to deliver them from this terrible Op- 
preſſion. I know very well, anſwered the King, 
that I fit upon the Throne only for the Welfare 
and Eaſe of my Subjects; but, alas! you now 
alk me a thing that far ſurpaſſes my Strength, 
Upon this one Rabbet more cunning than the 
reſt, perceiving the King at a loſs, yet very much 
moved with the Affliction of his People, ſtept 
before his Companions, and addreſſing himſelf 
to the King; Sir, ſaid he, your Majeſty thinks 
like a juſt and generous Prince ; while the Care 
of our Tranquillity diſturbs your Reſt, and while 
you afford us the Freedom to give our Advice, 
it makes me bold to impart to your Majeſty an 
Invention lately come into my Head, to drive 
thoſe terrible Deſtroyers the Elephants, out of 
this Country. Permit me only, continued the 
Rabbet, that I may go with the Character of your 
Embaſſador to the King of the Elephants, and 
doubt not but I will ſend all theſe Strangers away 
faſter than they came ; neither need your Majeſty 
to fear that I ſhall make any improper Submiſ- 
fions to them; if any Thought of that kind in 
the leaſt diſturbs your Majeſty's Breaſt, I am 
willing that your Majeſty ſhould appoint me a 
Companion, who may, at any time, return to 
you and acquaint you with all that paſſes in my 
Embaſſy. | 
| No, 
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No, replied the King very obligingly, go alone 
and proſper ; I will have no Spies upon thy Ac- 
tions ; for I believe thee faithful ; go, in the 
Name of Heaven, and do what thon ſhalt deem 
moſt convenient, only take care that you always 
remember that an Embaſſador is the King's 


Tongue; his Diſcourſes therefore ought to be 


well weighed, and his Words and his Behaviour 
noble, and ſuch as would ſuit the Prince himſelf, 
whom he repreſents, The moſt learned in the 
Kingdom ought always to be made choice of for 
Embaſſadors. Nay, I have heard that one of 
the greateſt Monarchs in the World was wont 
frequently to diſguiſe himſelf, and become his 
own Embaſſador. Indeed, for the honourable 
and proper Diſcharge of that Employment, three 
neceſſary Qualities are, Reſolution, Eloquence, 
and a vaſt Extent of natural Parts. A violent 
Spirit, let me tell you, is not for that Employ- 
ment. Several Embaſſadors, with a raſh Word, 
have created Trouble in a peaceful Kingdom: 
And others, with a mild and agrecable Saying, 
have re- united irreconcileable Fnemies. Sir, 
ſaid the Rabbet, if I am not endowed with theſe 
good Qualities your Majeſty has enumerated, I 
will endeavour, at leaſt, to make the beſt of thoſe 
I have ; and ſhall ever remember this Leſſon, 
which your Majeſty has honoured me with, and 
endeavour to act according to h your Majeſty 
has ſo juſtly declared to be the Buty of one in fo 
public and ſo honourable an Ernployment. 
Having fo ſaid, he took his gave of the King, 
and went immediately forward on his Journey to 
the Elephants. Before ie ventured himſelf 
among them, however, e bethought himſelf, 
that if he went into the Qroud that uſually at- 
tended on that King, hc might very likely be trod 
to Pieces : for which Reaſon he got upon a high 
'Tree, 
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Tree, from whence he called to the King of the 
Elephants, who was not far off, and addreſſed 
himſelf in the following Words: I am, faid he, 
the Moon's Embaſſador, hear therefore with Re. 
verence and attention what I have to ſay to you 
in her Name, You, who in all Ages have been 
famous for your Adorations of my Royal Mi. 
ſtreſs, know full well, I doubt not, that the 
Moon is a Goddeſs whoſe Power is unlimited, 
-and that above all things ſhe hates a Lye. 

The King of the Elephants, who was a juſt 
and a moſt pious Prince, trembled when he heard 
the Rabbet talk of theſe things, and humbly de- 
ſired to know the Subject of his Embaſſy. The 
Moon, replied the Rabbet, has ſent me hi. 
ther, to let you underſtand, that whoever is puffed 
up with his own Grandeur, and deſpiſes her lit- 
tle ones, deſerves Death, and that ſhe is grieved 
to ſee that you are not contented only to oppreſs 
the little ones, our peaceful and religious Nation, 
but you have the Inſolence to trouble a Fountain 
conſecrated to her Deity, where every thing is 
pure. Reform your Manners, elſe you will be 
ſeverely puniſhed. And if you will not give 
Credit to my Words, come and ſee the Moon in 
her own Fountain, and then tremble and retire, 

The King of the Elephants was inwardly griey- 
edand aſtoniſhed at theſe Word, and went to the 
Fountain, wherein he ſaw the Moon indeed, be- 
cauſe the Water was clear, and the Moon then 
| ſhone very brightly. Then ſaid the Rabbet to 
the Elephant, You ſee the ſacred Deity ; take of 
the Water to waſh yourſelf, and pay your Ado- 
rations. The Elephant very obediently took ſome 
of the Water, but puddled the Fountain with his 
Trunk : At which the Rabbet, Infidel, ſaid he, 
you have prophaned the Fountain with your un- 
hallowed Touch, and behold, the Goddeſs is 

gone 


co 
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gone away in a Paſſion ; retire, therefore, I con- 
jure you with Speed from hence with your whole 
Army, leſt ſome dreadful Misfortune befall you. 
This threatning Language put the King of the 
Elephants into a Trembling, and terrified him to 
that Degree, that .he preſently commanded his 
Army to decamp, and away they all marched, 
never to return to the ſacred Fountain of the 
Moon again. And thus the Rabbets were deli. 
vered from their Enemies by the Policy of one 

of their Society. 


I have not recited this Example, continued 
the Raven, but to inſtruct you, that you ought 
to make choice of a prudent and politic Bird for 
your Sovereign, ſince by it you ſee, that Art and 
Addreſs, even in the Repreſentative of a King 
only, can do more than Force in many Caſes, 
tho? the King himſelf and his whole Army en- 
gaged in the Enterpriſe. Chuſe therefore one 
for your King who may be able to aſſiſt you in 
your Adverſities, and not an Owl, who has nei- 
ther Courage nor Wit. Theſe obſcene Birds 
have nothing in them but Malice, which will one 
time, or other, believe me, be no lefs fatal to 
you than the Cat once was to the Partridge, who 
deſired him to decide a Difference which ſhe had 
with another Bird. The Story is this. 


0 


FABLE V. 
The CaT and the Two BIRDS. 


one Years ago, continued the Raven, I 
made my Neſt upon a Tree, at the Foot of 
which there frequently ſat a Patridge, a fair and 
comely Bird, well-ſhaped and good-humoured: 

Our 


[ 188] 
Our neighbouring Situation ſoon brought us ae; 
quainted with one another ; and after a ſhort 
Knowledge of each other's Talents and Hu- 
mour, we made a League of Friendſhip toge- 
ther, and almoſt continually kept one another 
Company. Some time after our firſt entering on 
this Intimacy one with another, my Friend, 
however, abſehted herſelf, for what Reaſon J 
know not, and ſtaid away ſo long, that I thought 
her dead ; but my Thoughts of this kind were 
miſtaken, for ſhe at length returned, but had the 


= |  Misfortune to find her Habitation in Poſſeſhpn of 


another Bird. The Partridge pretended the Houle 
was hers, and would have made a forcible En- 
try ; but the Bird refuſed to go out, alledging 
that Poſſeſſion was the ſtrongeſt Tenure of the 
Law. TI endeavoured, ſoon after this, to bring 
them to an Accommodation, but all to no Pur- 
poſe : For the Partridge's Attorney finding ſhe 
had Money, egged her on, and tickled her Ears 
with a Leaſe of Ejectment. However, at length, 
the Partridge, finding the Law to be very tedious 
and very Expenſive, ſaid one Day to herſelf, here 
lives hard by, I remember, a very devout Cat, 
ſhe faſts every Day, does no body Harm, and 
ſpends the Nights in Prayer : Let us, in ſhort, 
ſaid ſhe to her Adverſary, diſtra& our Brains and 
empty our Purſes no more about Law, but re- 
fer our Difference to her : I know not where we 
ſhall- find a more equitable Judge. The other 
Bird having conſented to this Propofal, they 
went, both to this religious Cat, and I followed 
them out of Curioſity. Entering, I ſaw the 
Cat very attentive at a long Prayer, without 
turning either to the Right or Left, which. put 
me in mind of the old Proverb, . that Jong Prayers 
before People is the Key of Hell. 1 admired the ſo. 


ber Hypocriſy, and had the Patience to ſtay ill 
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the venerable Perſonage had done. After which 


the Partridge and his Antagoniſt accoſted him 
with great Reſpect, and requeſted him to hear 


their Difference, and give Judgment according to 


the uſual Rules of Juſtice. The Cat in his Fur- 


Gown acting the Part of a Grave. and formal 


Judge, firſt heard what the Stranger-Bird had to 
plead for itſelf, and then addreſſing himſelf to 
the Partridge, My pretty Love, ſaid he, come 
you now to me and let me hear your Story ; but 
as I am old and thick of hearing, pray come 
near and lift up your Voice, that I may not loſe 
a Word of what you ſay. The Partridge and 
the other Bird on this, ſeeing him ſo devout and 
ſanctified, both went boldly cloſe up to him; 
but then the Hypocrite diſcovered the Bottom 
of his Sanity, for he immediately fell upon 
them, and in ſhort devoured them both. 

You ſee by this Example, continued he, that 
deceitful People are never to be truſted : And my 
Inference from all this is, Have you a care of 
the Owl, who is in truth no better than the Cat. 
The Birds convinced that the Raven ſpoke no- 
thing but what was Reaſon, never minded the 
Owl any more ; and upon this the Owl went 
home, meditating how to be revenged npon the 
Raven, againſt whom he conceived ſuch a mor- 
tal Hatred, that Time could never extinguiſh it. 

This, Sir, proceeded Carchenas, is the true 
Reaſon of the perpetual Enmity between us and 
the Owls. I thank you, Vizier, for this Story, 
replied the Monarch ; and now let us conſider 
what Meaſures we muſt take to preſerve the 
Peace of my Subjects, and revenge the Affront 
I have received. To which Carchenas, making 
a low Reverence, replied, Sir, permit me to 
Ipeak my Mind freely, and inform your Majeſty, 
that I am not of the ſame Opinion with your 
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other Minilff, who adviſe either War, or Flight, 
or an ignominious Peace. I diſſent from all, 
and would only recommend to your Majeſty 
to take at preſent no abſolute Reſolution at all, 
but to follow cautiouſly this excellent Maxim, 
That when we want Strength, we muſt have Re- 
_ courſe to Artifice and Stratagem, and endeavour 
to deceive the Enemy, by feigning one thing 
and doing another. The Advantage of this Way 
of proceeding in Things of this kind, we may 
ſee by the following Example. 


1 ts 


FABLE Vi. 
The DERVISE and the FouR RoBBERs. 


A Derviſe had once made a Purchaſe of a 
fine fat Sheep, with intent to offer it up 

in Sacrifice ; and having tied a Cord about the 
Neck of it, was leading it to his Habitation : 
But as he led it along, four Thieves perceived 
him, and had a great Mind to ſteal his Saerifice 
for leſs holy Uſes. They dared not, however, 
take it away from the Derviſe by Force, becauſe 
they were too near the City, therefore they made 
uſe of this Stratagem ; they firſt parted Company, 
and then accoſted the Derviſe, whom they knew 
to be an honeſt and inoffenſive Man, and one who 
thought of no more Harm in others than he had 
in himſelf, as if they had come from ſeveral di- 
ſtin& Parts. Said the firſt of them, who had 
contrived to meet him full-face, Father, whither 
are you leading this Dog ? At this Inſtant the ſe- 
cond coming from another Quarter, cried to 
him, Venerable old Gentleman, I hope you have 
not ſo far forgot yourſelf as to have ſtolen: this 
Dog. And iinmediately after him the third 
| _ coming 
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coming up and aſking him, Whither he would 
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go a courſing with that handſome Grey- hound? 
The poor Derviſe began to doubt whether the 
Sheep which he had was a Sheep or no. But 
the fourth Robber put him quite beſide himſelf, 
coming up at that Inſtant, and ſaying to him, 
Pray, Reverend Father, what did this Dog coſt 
you? The Derviſe on this, abſolutely perſuaded 
that four Men, coming from four ſeveral Places, 


could not all be deceived, verily believed that the 


Graſier who had ſold him the Sheep was a Con- 
jurer, and had bewitched his Sight; inſomuch 
that no longer giving Credit to his own Eyes, 
he began to be firmly convinced that the Sheep 
he was leading was a Dog; and immediately, in 
full Perſuaſion of it, went back to the Market to 
demand his Money of the Graſier, leaving the 
Weather with the Felons, who carried it away. 


Sir, ſaid Carchenas, your Majeſty ſees by this 


Example, that what cannot be done by Force, 


muſt be atchieved by Policy. You adviſe me 
well, ſaid the King; but now tell me by what 
Invention ſhall we revenge ourſelves on the Owls ? 
Rely upon me, replied Carchenas, to take care 


of your Majeſty's Revenge, and ſuffer me to ſa- 
crifice my own private Eaſe to the public Good. 


Only order my Feathers to be pulled off, and 
leave me all over bloody under this Tree, and 
doubt not but I will do you an acceptable Ser- 
vice, Twas no ſmall Grief to Bircus to give 
out ſuch a Cruel Order. In regard to this ex- 
cellent Miniſter, however, at his own inceſſant 
Entreaties, the Thing at length was done and 
tne King Marched away with his Army to wait 
for Carchenas in a Place where that Vizier had ap- 
pointed him, | ; 
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In che mean time Night came, and the Owls 
puffed up with the Succeſs of their Inſolence the 
Night before, returned, intending now, by a 
bloody Battle, at once to complete the Deftruc- 
tion of the Ravens. But they were amazed when 
they. miſſed the Enemy, whom they intended to 
have ſurprized. They ſought for the Ravens 
Army diligently from every Corner, and in their 


Searches they heard aVoice of grievous Lamenta- 


tion, which was the Voice of Carchenas who was 
lamenting at the Foot of a Tree. The King of 
the Owls on this immediately - approached him, 
and examined him concerning his Birth, and the 


Employment he had in Brirouz's Court? Alas 


replied Charchenas, the Condition wherein you 
ſee me ſufficiently ſhews you my Inability to give 
you the Account which you demand. I have 
not Strength, alas! to repeat it. What Crime 
did you commit then, replied Chabahang, to de- 
ſerve this hard Uſage ? No Crime, O mighty 
Monarch! replied Garchenas ; but the wicked Ra- 


vens, upon a ſlight Suſpicion only, have uſed me 


thus. After our Army, continued he, was thrown 
into Terror and Afﬀright laſt Night by your bold 
Defiance, King Birouz called a Council, to ſeek 
out Ways to be revenged of fo heinous an Af— 
front. And after he had heard the various Opi- 
nions of ſome of his Miniſters, he commanded 
me to ſpeak mine: At which Time I laid before 
him, that you were not only ſuperior in number, 
but better diſciplined, and more valiant than we 
were ; and by conſequence that it was neceſſary 
for us to deſire Peace, and to accept of what- 
ever Conditions you would be pleaſed to grant 
us. This ſo incenſed the King againſt me, that 
in a violent Paſſion, Traitor, cried he, this is the 
Way to infuſe into my Army a Fear of the Ene- 
my, by exalting their Strength and leſſening 
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[ 193 | 
mine; and with that, ſuſpecting that I was me- 
ditating to ſeek my Peace with your Majeſty, he 
commanded that I ſhould be uſed as you ſee. 
After Carchenas had done ſpeaking, the King of 
the Owls aſked hjs chief Miniſter what was to be 
done with him? The only Way, Sir, anſwered 
the Miniſter, is to put him out of his Pain, and 
knock him o' the Head; never truſt his fair 
Speeches, for I don't believe a Word he ſays. 
Remember the old Proverb, Sir, The more dead, 
the fewer Enemies. Carchenas on this, in a lamen- 


— LAG — 


table Tone, ciied out, I beſeech you, Sir, add not 


to my Affliction by your threatning Language. 
Ihe King of the Owls, who could not chuſe 
but compaſſionate Carchenas, now bid the ſecond 
Miniſter ſpeak ; who was not of the firſt Vizier's 
Opinion. Sir, ſaid he, I would not adviſe your 
Majeſty to put this Perſon to death. King's 
ought to aſſiſt the Weak, and ſuccour thoſe that 
throw themſelves into their Protection. Beſides, 
continued he, ſometimes there may be great Ad- 
vantage made of an Enemy's Service, accord- 
ing to the Story of a certain Merchant, which, 
with Permiſſion I will relate to your Majeſty. 
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FABLE VII. 


The MERCHANT, his WIFE, and the RoBBER. 


a certain Merchant very rich, but homely, 
Nanu very deformed ih his Perſon, who had mar- 
ried a very fair and virtuous Wife, He loved her 
paſſionately ; but, on the other hand, ſhe hated 
him, inſomuch, that not being able to endure 


him, ſhe lay by herſelf in a ſeparate Bed in the 
lame Chamber. 


K It 


"TVHERE was once, continued the Miniſter, - 
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It happened, ſoon after they were married that 
a Thief one Night broke into the Houſe, and 
came into the Chamber, The Huſband was at 
this Time aſleep ; but the Wife being awake, 
and perceiving the Thief, was in ſuch a terrible 
Fright, that ſhe ran to her Huſband, and caught 
him faſt in her Arms. The Huſband waking, 
was "tranſported with Joy to ſee the delight of 
his Life claſping him in her Embraces, Bleſs me! 
cried he, to what am I obliged for this extraordi- 
nary Happineſs ? I wiſh I knew the Perſon to 
whom I owe it, that I might return him Thanks. 
Hardly had he uttered the Words when the Thief 
appeared, and he ſoon gueſſed the whole Occa. i « 
fon. Oh! cried the Merchant, the moſt wel- 
come Perſon in the World ; take whatever thou 
thinkeſt fitting, I cannot reward thee ſufficiently 
for the good Service thou haſt done me. 


—_ 


By this Example we may ſee that our Enemies 
may ſometimes be ſerviceable to us, in obtaining 
thoſe Things which we have ſought in vain to en- 
joy by the Help of our Friends. So that ſince 
this Raven may prove beneficial to us, we ought, 
I am of Opinion, to preſerve his Life. 

The King, on this Miniſter's ending his Speech, 
aſked a third what he thought ; who delivered his 
Opinion in theſe Words. Sir, faid he, fo far 
from putting this Raven to death, you ought to 
careſs him, and engage him by your Favours to do 
you ſ{cme important Service. The Wile always 
endeavour to oblige ſome of their Enemies, in 
order to ſet up a Faction againſt the reſt, and 
then make Advantage of their Diviſions, The 
Quarrel which the Devil once had with the Thief, 
was the Reaſon that neither the one nor the other 
could hurt a very virtuous Derviſe, according to 
the enſuing Fable. | 
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FABLE VIII. 


f 


A 


The DxRVISE, the Trizr, and the DEvir: 


N the Parts adjoining to Babylon, continued 
the third Miniſter, there was once a certain 
Derviſe, who lived like a true Servant of Hea- 
ven: He ſubſiſted only upon ſuch Alms as he re- 
ceived; and as for other things gave himſelf up 
wholly to Providence, without ' troubling his 
Mind with the Intrigues of this World. 

One oſ the Friends of this Derviſe, one Day 
ſent him a fat Ox; which a Thief ſeeing as it 
was led to his Lodging, reſolved to have it what- 
ever it coſt him : With this Intent he ſet forward 
for the Derviſe's Habitation ; but as he went on, 
he met the Devil in the Shape of a plain-dreſſed 
Man, and ſuſpecting by his Countenance, that 
he was one of his own Stamp, he immediately 
alked him who he was, and whither he was going? 
The Stranger on this, made him a ſhort Anſwer 
to his Demand; ſaying, I am the Devil, who 
have taken human Shape upon me, and I am go- 
ing to this Cave, with Intent to kill the Derviſe 
that lives there; becauſe his Example does me 
a World of Miſchief, by making ſeveral wicked 
People turn honeſt and good Men: I intend 
therefore to put him out of the Way, and then 
hope to ſucceed better in my Buſineſs than I 
have done of late, elſe I aſſure you we ſhall ſoon 
want People in my Dominions. Mr, Satan, 
anſwered the Thief, I am your moſt obedient 
humble Servant; I aſſure you I am one you have 
no Reaſon to complain about, for I am a noto- 
rious Robber, and am going to the ſame Place 
whither you are bent, to ſteal a fat Ox that was, 
a tew Hours ago, given to the Derviſe that you 
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deſign to kill, My good Friend, quoth the De. 
vil, Lam heartily glad I have met you, and re- 
joice that we are both of the ſame Humour, 
and that both of us deſign to do this abominable 
Derviſe a Miſchief, Go on and proſper, con- 
tinued the Devil, and know when you rob ſuch 
People as theſe, you do me a doubly acceptable 


Service. 


In the midſt of this Diſcourſe they came both 
to the Derviſe's Habitation; Night was already 
well advanced; and the good Man had ſaid his 
uſual Prayers, and was gone to Bed. And now 


the Thief and the Devil were both preparing to 


put their Deſigns in Execution; when the Thief 
ſaid to himſelf, the Devil in going to kill this 
Man will certainly make him cry out, and raiſe 
the Neighbourhood, which will hinder me from 
ſtealing the Ox, The Devil, on the other Hand, 
reaſoned with himſelf after this Manner : If the 
Thief goes to ſteal the Ox, before I have exe- 
cuted my Deſign, the Noiſe he will make in 
breaking open the Door will waken the Derviſe, 
and ſet him on his Guard. Therefore, ſaid the 
Devil to the Thief, let me firſt kill the Derviſe, 
and then thou mayeſt ſteal the Ox at thy own 
leiſure ; no, ſaid the Thief, the better Way will 
be for you to ſtay till I have ſtolen the Ox, and 
then do you murder the Man. But both refuſing 
to give Way the one to the other, they quar- 
relled firſt, and from Words they fell to down- 
right Fiſty-cuffs. At which Sport the Devil 
proving the ſtronger of the two, the Thief called 
out to the Derviſe, awake Man, ariſe, here is 
the Devil come to murder you. And on this 
the Devil perceiving himſelf diſcovered, cried 
out, Thieves, Thieves, look to your Ox, Der— 
viſe. The good Man quickly waking at the 
Noiſe, called in the Neighbours, whoſe Preſence 

conſtrained 
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conſtrained the Thief and the Devil to betake 
themſelves to their Heels: And the poor Derviſe 
ſaved both his Life and his Ox. 


The chief Miniſter having heard this Fable, 
falling into a very great Paſſion, ſaid to the King, 
liſten not, O ſacred Sir, I beſeech you, to theſe 
idle Stories: If you give way to what they would 
inſinuate, believe me, you will ſuffer yourſelf to 
be deceived by this Raven, not leſs than the Join- 
er was deceived by his Wife. What is that Story, 
replied Chabahang, go on and relate it to me. 


2 
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Fi 
The Jol x ER and his WIFE. 


N the City of Guaſchalla, Sir, continued the 
Miniſter then, there once lived a Joiner, who 
was very {kilful in his Art, and the Huſband of a 
Wife ſo beautiful that the Sun ſeemed to borrow 
his Brightneſs from her Eyes; and ſhe was fo 
paſſionately beloved by her Huſband, that he was 
almoſt out of his Wits when he was conſtrained 
to be abſent but for a Moment from her. This 
fine Lady on her part was ſo crafty, that ſhe had 
found the Way to make her Huſband believe ſhe 
loved him as dearly as he did her; and had no 
Pleaſure but in his Company, though at the 
fame time ſhe had ſeveral Gallants that were not 
unacceptable to her. Among the reſt there was 
a Neighbour of hers, a young Man well ſhaped, 
and with a good Face, who had won her Af- 
fection to that Degree that ſhe began to care for 
none of the reſt, Upon which they became ſo 
jealous of bim, that defpairing of any good 
Luck for themſelves, in Revenge, they gave the 
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Joiner notice of his Familiarity with his Wife. 
The honeſt Huſband, however, was unwilling to 
believe any-/thing, unleſs he were well aſſured; 
and therefore, that he might be certain of a 
Truth which he was yet afraid to know, he pre- 
tended one Day that he was to go a ſmall Jour- 
ney ; and taking ſome Proviſions with him, told 
his Wife that it was true he ſhould not go very 
far, but his Buſineſs he was afraid would keep 
him out two or three Days ; and that it would 
he a great Trouble to him to want her Company 
ſo long; but that he muſt endeavour to ſupport 
himſelf under it with the Thoughts of her Good- 
neſs, His Wife paid him in the ſame Coin, be- 
moaning the Tediouſneſs of bis Abſence, and 
ſhedding an April Shower of Tears rather for 
Joy than Grief. The Lady ſoon got every thing 
ready for her Huſband's Departure ; and he, the 
better to diſſemble the Matter, bid her be 
ſure to keep the Doors faſt for fear of Thieves. 
She, on the other Side, promiſed to be very 
careful of every thing, and ſtill put on a Shew 
of the deepeſt Melancholy, for Grief that he 
was to leave her. Her Huſband's Back was 
no ſooner turned, however, but ſhe gave notice 
to her Gallant to come to her, who kept his 
Time to a Minute. In ſhort, he was there be- 
fore the Joiner was well gone, and a World of 
Happineſs they were fondly promiſing themſelves. 
But while they were dallying together, the Joiner 
returned home, entered without being ſeen, and 
clapt himſelf into a Corner to ſee how Things 
Went. | 

The Gallant now every Moment moſt eagerly 
carefſed his Miſtreſs, who admitted his Fond- 
neſſes with Delight. In fine, they ſupped to- 
gether, and then made themſelves ready to go 
ro Bed. 

The 
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The Joiner, who till then had ſeen nothing 
that could perfectly convince him of his Shame, 
ſtole ſoftly toward the Bed, intending to take 
them in the Act; but his Wife having now lucki- 
ly obſerved him, whiſpered her Lover in the Ear 
that he ſhould aſk her which ſhe loved beſt, 
him or her Huſband, Preſently her Gallant, 
with a loud Voice, Don't you love me, my 
Dear, cried he, much better than your Huſband ? 
Why do you aſk me ſo fooliſh a Queſtion, an- 
ſwered the Wife ? Know you not that Women, 
when they ſeem to ſhew any Friendſhip to any 
other Man but their Huſbands, only do it to ſa- 
tisfy their Pleaſure ; and when they are ſatisfied, 
never think of their pretended Lover more ? 
For my part, I aſſure you I idolize my Huſband, 
I wear him always in my Heart; and in my 
Opinion, indeed, that Woman is unworthy to 
live, that loves not her Huſband better than 
herſelf. | | „ 

Theſe Words were ſome kind of Cordial to 
the Joiner's Spirits, who began now to blame 
himſelf for the bad Opinion he had juſt before 
entertained of his Wife; ſaying to-himſelf, the 
Fault which ſhe now commits muſt be imputed 
to my Abſence and the Frallty of her Sex. The 
chaſteſt Perſon in the World ſins either in Deed 
or Intention ; and therefore ſince ſhe loves me 
fo well, I cannot but pardon her Offence, nor 
will I be ſo cruel to deprive her of a Moment 
of her Pleaſure. After he had made theſe Re- 
flections, the courteous Spoule retired to his 
Corner, and let the two Lovers wanton toge- 
ther all the reſt of the Night; which they did 
not without ſome Fear on the Lady's Side, who, 
when ſhe ſaw no more of her Huſband, thought 
her Eyes had deceived her, and ventured to Bed, 
but was not however without ſome Panies. 
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After a Night thus ſpent, the Lover early in 
the Morning aroſe and departed, and the Wife 
lay in Bed counterfeiting herſelf aſleep. When 
the Huſband, going to Bed in his Turn, fell to 
kiſling and careſſing her; and the Wife opening 
her Eyes, and diſſembling Aſtoniſhment, Laud! 
my dear Heart, ſaid ſhe to her. Huſband, how 
long have you been returned? Why I have been 
returned ever ſince laſt Night, replied the Joiner, 
but I was unwilling to diſturb the young Man 
that lay with you, becauſe I perceived that you 
had me in your Mind all the while you received 
his Careſſes, which you would never have ad- 
mitted but that you thought me abſent, Upon 
theſe kind Words, the Wife frankly, and with 
a ſeeming Openneſs of Heart, confeſſed her 
Fault, and begged him never to be abſent again. 
This Example inſtructs us, Sir, that we are 
not to be lulled aſleep with fair Words. Ene- 
mies, when they cannot obtain their Ends by 
Force, commonly have recourſe to Artifices, 
and humble themſelves to deceive us. Here 
Carchenas cried out, Oh! you that are ſo zea- 
lous for my Death, why do you not put an end 
at once to my Days, but talk ſo many things to 
no Purpoſe to increaſe my Miſery ? What Pro- 
bability is there of Perfidiouſneſs in a Perſon ſo 
wounded as I am? What Madman would ſuffer 
ſo much Torment to do Good to another ? It 
is in that very thing, replied the Vizier, that thy 
Subtilty conſiſts. The Sweetneſs of Revenge 
which thou art meditating, makes thee patiently 
ſwallow the Bitterneſs of thy Pains. Thou 
wouldeſt fain make thy ſelf as famous as the 
Monkey that ſacrificed his Life to the Safety of 
his Country. I moſt humbly entreat the King 
to hear the Story. 
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F. 208-3 
FAB LE, 
The MONKEYS and the Br axs. 


Great Number of Monkeys once, continued 

he, lived in a Country well ſtored with all 
manner of Fruit, and very delightful. It hap- 
pened one Day a Bear travelling that way by Ac- 
cident, and conſidering the Beauty of the Reſi- 


dence, and the ſweet Lives the Monkeys led, 


ſaid to himſelf, it is not juſt nor reaſonable that 
theſe little Animals ſhould live ſo happy, while 
I am forced to run through Foreſts and Moun- 
tains in ſearch of Food. Full of Indignation at 
this Difference of Fortune, he ran immediately 
among the Apes, and killed ſome of them for 
very Madneſs: But they all fell upon him; and 
in regard they were very numerous, they ſoon 
made him all over Wounds, ſo that he had much 
ado to make his Eſcape. 

Thus puniſhed for his Raſhneſs, he made what 
haſte he could to eſcape ; and at length recover- 
ed a Mountain within hearing of ſome of his 
Comerades ; and no ſooner ſaw himſelf there, 
but he ſet up ſo loud a Roaring, that a great 
Number of Bears immediately came about him, 
to whom he recounted what had befallen him. 
When they had heard the Story out, inſtead of 
the Emotions he expected to have found in them, 
they all laughed at him: Thou art a moſt wretch. 
cd Coward, cried they, to ſuffer thyſelf to be 
beaten by thoſe little Animals. This is true, 
indced, replied a leading Bear, but, however, 
this Aﬀront is not to be endured ; it mult be re- 
venged for the Honour of our Nation. On this 


they ſoon concerted proper Meaſures to annoy | 


the Enemy ; and toward the Beginning of the 
" "ny Night, 
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Night, deſcended all from the Mountain, and 
fell pell-mell upon the Monkeys, who were 
dreaming of nothing leſs than of ſuch an Inva- 
ſion ; in ſhort, they were all retired to their 
Reſt, when they were ſurrounded by the Bears, 
who killed a great Number, the reſt eſcaping in 
Diforder. After this Exploit, the Bears were 
ſo taken with this Habitation, that they made 
choice of it for the Place of their own ſettled 
Abode. They ſet up for their King the Bear 
that had been fo ill handled by the Monkeys; 
and after that fell to. banquet upon the Proviſions 
which the Monkeys had heaped together in their 

Magazines, | 
The next Morning by Break of Day, the 
King of the Monkeys (who knew nothing of this 
fatal Calamity ; for he had been hunting for two 
Days together) met ſeveral Monkeys maimed, 
who gave. him an Account of what had paſſed 
the Day before, The King, when he heard this 
doleful News, immediately began to weep and 
Jament the vaſt Treaſure he had loſt, accuſing 
Heaven of Injuſtice, and Fortune of Inconſtan- 
cy. In the midſt of all his Indignation and Sor- 
row, his Subjects alſo preſſed him to. take his 
Revenge ; ſo that the poor King knew not which 
way to turn himſelf, Now among the Monkeys 
that at that time attended on this Monarch, 
there was one called Maimon, who was one of 
the moſt crafty and moſt learned in the Court, 
and was the King's chief Favourite. This poor 
Creature, ſeeing his Maſter ſad, and his Com- 
panions in Conſternation, ſtood up, and addreſ- 
fing himſelf to the King: Perſons of Wit and 
Diicretion, ſaid he, never abandoned themſelves 
to Deſpair, which is a Tree that bears but very 
bad Fruit; but Patience, on the contrary, ſup- 
plics us with a thouſand Inventions to ys 
| clves 
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felves out of the Intanglements of Trouble and 
Adverlity. 5 

The King, whom this Diſcourſe had rendered 
much more eaſy in his Mind, turning to Maimon, 
on this ſaid, But how ſhall we do, Vizier, to 


bring ourſelves off with Honour from this igno- 


minious Misfortune ? Maimon beſought his 
Majeſty, on this to allow him private Audience 
and after he had obtained it, he ſpoke to this 
Effect. | 

Sir, faid he, I conjure you by the dear Hopes 
of a great Revenge to hear me out with Patience. 
My Heart is as much diſtracted, O my facred 
Maſter, for my private, if it be poſſible, as for 
the public Misfortune : My Wife and Children 
have been maſſacred by theſe Tyrants. Imagine 
then my Grief to ſee myſelf deprived for ever of 
thoſe Sweets which I enjoyed in the Society 
of my Family : And hear me with Patience, and 
full Belief, when I aſſure you I am reſolved to 
dye, that I may put an End to my Sorrows : 
But my Death ſhall not be be idle; no, I will 
find Means to make it prove fatal to my Royal 
Maſter's Enemies. O Maimon, ſaid the King, 
conſider we never deſire to be revenged of our 
Enemies, but with Intent to procure to our- 
ſelves Repoſe or Satisfaction of Mind; but when 
you are dead, what ſignifies it to you, whether 
the World be at Wars or in Peace? Sir, replied 
Maimon, in the Condition I am in, Life being 
inſupportable to me, I facrifice it with Delight 
to the Happineſs of my Companions. All the 
Favour I beg of your Majeſty, is only with 


Gratitude and Compaſſion to remember my Ge- 


neroſity when you ſhall be re-eſtablithed in your 
Dominions. What I have farther to alk of you, 
is this, that you will immediately command my 
Ears to be tora from my Head, my Tecth to be 
pulled 
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pulled out, and my Feet to be cut off ; and then 
let me be left for the Night in a Corner of the 
Foreſt where we were lodged ; then retire you, 
Sir, with the Remainder of your Subjects, and 
remove two Days Journey frem hence, and on 
the third you may return to your Palace; for 
you ſhall hear no more of your Enemies; and 
may you for ever reap the Bleſſings my Death 
intends you. The King, tho? with great Grief, . 
cauſed Maimon's Deſires to be executed, and left 
him in the Wood, where all Night he made the 
moſt doleful Lamentations that every Miſery 
uttered, | | 

When Day ſhone out, the King of the Bears, 
who had all Night long heard Maimon's Out-cries, 
advanced to ſee what miferable Creature had 
made the Noiſe, and beholding the poor Monkey 
in that Condition, he was moved with Compaſ- 
fion, notwithſtanding his mercileſs Humour, and 
aſked him who he was, and who had uſed him 
after that barbarous manner? Maimon judging 
by all Appearances, that he was the King of the 
Bears that ſpoke to him, after he had reſpectful- 
ly ſaluted him, expreſs'd himſelf in the follow- 
ing Words: Sir, ſaid he, J am the King of the 
Monkeys chief Miniſter ; I went, ſome Days 
ago, hunting with him, and at our Return, un- 
derſtanding the Ravages which your Majeſty's 
Soldiers had committed in our Houſes, he took 
me aſide, and aſked me what was his beſt Courſe 
to take at ſuch a juncture? I anſwered him with- + 
out any Heſitation, that we ought to put our- 
ſelves under your Protection, that we might live 
at eaſe and unmoleſted. The King, my Maſter 
then talked many ridiculous things of your Ma- 
jeſty, which was the Reaſon that I took the 
Boldneis to tell him, that you were a moſt re- 
nowned Prince, and beyond all Compariſon more 

potent 
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potent than he. Which Audaciouſneſs of mine 
incenſed him to that Degree, that immediately 
he commanded me to be thus mangled, as you 
ſee me. | | | 
Maimon had no ſooner concluded his Relation, 
but he let fall ſuch a Shower of Tears, that-the 
King of the Bears was mollified alſo, and could 
not forbear weeping himſelf. When this was a 
little over, he aſked Maimon, where the Monkeys 
were? In a Deſart called Mardazmay, anſwered 
he, where they are raiſing a prodigious Army, 
the whole Place, for a thouſand Leagues Ex- 
tent, being inhabited by no other Creatures but 
Monkeys; and there is no queſtion to me made 
but they will be with you in a very ſhort time, 
The King of the Bears, not a little terrified at 
this News, afked Maimon, whom he thought 
ſufficiently exaſperated againſt the Monkey Go- 
vernment to make him his aſſured Friend, What 
Courſe he ſhould take to ſecure himſelf from the 
Enterprizes of the Monkeys? Face them boldly, 
replied Maimon, your Majeſty need not fear 
them; were not my Legs broke, I would un- 
dertake with one ſingle Troop of your Forces 
to deſtroy forty thouſand of them, You adviſe 
me well, ſaid the King, and with your Help, I 
doubt not but I ſhall deſtroy them. There is no 
queſtion but you know all the Avenues to their 
Camp. You will oblige us for ever, would you 
but conduct us thither; and be aſſured we will 
revenge the Barbarity committed upon your Per- 
ſon. That, alas! is impoſſible, replied Maimon, 
becauſe I can neither go nor ſtand, There is a 
Remedy for every thing, anſwered the King, and 
I will find an Invention to carry you; and, at 
the ſame time, he gave Orders to his Army to 
be in Readineſs to march, and to put themſelves 
into a Condition to fight. They all readily 
obſerved 
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obeyed the Orders, and tied Maimon, who was 
to be their Guide, upon the Head of one of the 
digg Bears. 
aimm now gloried in his Mind that he had 


it in his Power to revenge all that himſelf and 


his Country had ſuffered, And in order to it, 


conducted them into the Deſart of Mardazmay, 


where there blew a poiſonous Wind, and where 
the Heat was ſo vehement, that no Creature 
could live an Hour in it. Now when the Bears 


were entered into the Borders of this dangerous 
Deſart, Maimon, to engage them farther into 


it; Come, ſaid he, let us make haſte and ſur- 
priſe theſe accurſed Wretches before Day. With 
ſuch Exhortations he kept them on the March 
all Night; but the next Day they were aſtoniſh- 


ed to find themſelves in ſo diſmal a Place. They 
not only ſaw not ſo much as the Likeneſs of a 


Monkey, but they perceived that the Sun had fo 


heated the Air, that the very Birds that flew over 
the Deſert fell down, as it were, roaſted to 
Death; and the Sand was ſo burning hot, that 
the Bears Feet were all burned to the Bones. 


The King, on this, cried out to Maimon, Into 
what a Defart haſt thou brought us? And what 
fierce Whirlwinds are theſe which I fee coming 
towards us? On this the Monkey, finding they 
were all too far advanced for the leaſt Poſſibility 
of getting back, and therefore ſure to periſh, 
ſpoke boldly; and in Anſwer to the King of the 
Bears, Tyrant, ſaid he, know that we are in the 
Deſart of Death; the Whirlwind that approaches 
us is Death itſelf, which comes in a Moment to 
puniſh thee for all thy Cruelties. And while he 
was thus ſpeaking, the fiery Whirlwind came 
and ſwept them all away. 

JT wo Days after this, the King of the Monkeys 
returned to his Palace, as MAaimon foretold * 
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and finding all his Enemies gone, continued a 
long Reign in Peace over his Subjects. 


Your Majeſty, purſued the Vizier, fees by this 
Example, that there is no truſting to the allurin 
Words of an Enemy. And, permit me to add, 
that he ought to periſh that ſeeks the Deſtruction 
of others. This Diſcourſe, continued ſo po- 
ſitively, put the King of the Owls in a Paſſion, 
mſomuch that he cried to the chief Minifter, 
Why all this Stir to hinder this poor miſerable 
Creature from the Proof my Clemency ? And 
at the ſame time commanded his Surgeons to 
dreſs Carchenas, and to take particular Care of 
him. You do not confider, added the King, 
that yourſelf may one time fall into as great Af- 
flictions as have now befallen him. 

Carchenas was now dreſſed and taken care of 
by the King's own Surgeon, who ſoon reco- 
vered him from his Wounds. And when he 
was able to ſtir about he behaved himſelf fo 
well, that in a little time he won the Love of 
all the Court. The King of the Ovls con- 
fided abſolutely in him, and began to do no- 
thing without firſt conſulting him. One Day 
Carchenas, addreſſing himſelf to the King; Sir, 
ſaid he, the King of the Ravens has abuſed me 
fo unjuſtly, that I ſhall never die ſatisfied unleſs. 
I have firſt gratified my Revenge. I have been a 
long time endeavouring to contrive the Means, 
but find, as the Reſult of all my Studies about 
it, that I never can compaſs it ſafely nor abſo- 
lutely, ſo long as I wear the Shape of a Raven. 
I have heard, I remember, Perſons of Learn- 
ing and Experience ſay, that he who has been 
ill uſed by a Tyrant, if he makes any With by 
way of Revenge, mult, if he would have it 
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ſacceed, throw himſelf into the Fire; for that 
while he continues there, all his Wiſhes will be 
heard. For this Reaſon I beſeech your Majeſty 
that I: may be thrown into the Fire, to the End 
that in the Middle of the Flames I may beg 
of Heaven to change me into an Owl. Per- 
haps Heaven will hear my Prayer, and then, I 


doubt not, but I ſhall be able to revenge myſelf 


upon my Enemy. | 

The chief Miniſter that had always ſpoken 
againſt Carchenas was then in the Aﬀembly, and 
hearing this inſinuating Speech, O Traitor, cried 
he, whither tends all this ſuperfluous Language ? 
Now do I full well know that thou art weaving 
Miſchief, though I cannot divine of what kind 
it ſhould be ; but the Event, I know, will ſhew 
it. Sir, added he, turning to the King, careſs 


this wicked Fellow as long as you pleaſe, he 


will never change his Nature. Does not your 
Majeſty remember that the Mouſe was once me- 
tamorphoſed into a Maid; and yet ſhe could 
not forbear wiſhing to have a Rat for her Huſ- 
band. You love Fables dearly, Vizier, ſaid the 
King to him, and I will indulge you in your 


- Pleaſure, and hear this willingly ; but I will not 


promiſe you to be a Pin the better for it, 


— 
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The MovusE that was changed into a LITTLE CGI Lo 


| Perſon of Quality, continued the Vizier, 
once walking by the Side of a Fountain, 
ſaw a very beautiful little Mouſe fall at his Feet 
from the Bill of a Raven, who had held it a lit- 
tle too careleſsly. The Gentleman out of Pity, 
and pleaſed with its Beauty, took it up, and car- 
ried it home ; but fearing it ſhould cauſe Diſor- 
der in the Family, as the Women are generally 
not very fond of theſe Animals, he prayed to 
Heaven to change it into a Maid. The Prayer 
came from the Mouth of a Perſon of ſo much 
Piety and Foodneſs, that it was heard, and what 
he requeſted was preſently done; ſo that, in- 
ſtead of a Mouſe, of a ſudden he ſaw before him 
a very pretty little Girl, whom he afterwards 
bred up. Some Years after, the good Man 
ſeeing his Foſter- Child big enough to be married, 
Chuſe out, ſaid he to her, in the whole Extent 
of this Country, the Creature that pleaſes thee 
beſt, and I will make him thy Huſband ; for I 
can give thee a Fortune which will make an 
body glad to offer his Service to thee. If I may 
chuſe, Sir, for myſelf in ſo important an Affair, 
replied the Maid, let me acknowledge to you, 
that I am very ambitious. I would, continued 
ſhe, have a Huſband ſo ſtrong, that he ſhould 
never be yanquiſhed, That muſt needs be the 
Sun, replied the old Gentleman; it is a ſtrange 
Deſire, Child; but, however, thou ſhalt not 
want my beſt Offices in it: And, therefore, the 
next Morning, ſaid he to the Sun, my Daughter 
deſires an invincible Huſband, will you marry 
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her? Alas! anſwered the Sun, call not me in- 


vincible, yonder Cloud enfeebles my Beams; 
addreſs yourſelf to that. The good Man, on 


this, turned and made his Compliment to the 


Cloud. Alas! ſaid the Cloud, the Wind drives 
me as it pleaſes. The old Gentleman, nothing 
diſcouraged, deſired the Wind to marry his 
Daughter. But the Wind, laying before him 
that his Strength was ſtopped by ſuch a Moun- 
tain, he addreſſed himſelf to the Mountain. Oh! 
Sir, ſaid the Mountain, the Rat is ſtronger than 
J, for he pierces me in every Side, and eats into 
my very Bowels ; whereupon the old Gentle- 
man, in great Sorrow of Heart, went at length 
to the Rat, who liked very well the Propofal, 
and immediately conſented to marry his Daugh- 
ter, ſaying withal, thar he had been a long long 
time ſeeking out for a Wife, The old Gentle- 
man, on this, returning home, aſked his Daugh- 
ter whether ſhe would be contented to marry a 
Rat? Now he expected that ſhe ſhould have ab- 
horred the Thoughts of ſuch a Marriage; but 
was amazed to ſee her out of Patience to be 
united to this precious Huſband. Thereupon the 
old Man, with great Sorrow, cried out, Nothing, 
I find, can alter Nature. In fine, he went to 
his Prayers again, and deſired the Heavens, that 
they would again turn his Daughter into a Mouſe, 
as ſhe was before ; which they accordingly did, 
and put an End to his Care, 


The King of the Owls heard this, and what- 
ever elſe the Vizier had to fay, with great Pa- 
tience ; but attributing all his Remonſtrances to 
the Jealouſy of the Raven, took little Notice of 

them. In the mean time, Carchenas, who was 
all this time a Courtier, and the principal Fa- 
vourite 
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vourite of the King, had an Opportunity to ob- 
ſerve all the Comings and Goings out of the 
Owls, and whatever elſe it might be of Service 
to his Country-to know. And when he had per- 
fectly informed himſelf of every thing, he fairly 
left them, and returned to the Ravens. On his 
Arrival in the Raven Camp, he gave the King 
his Maſter an Account of every thing that had 
paſſed, and ſaid, Now, Sir, is the time for us to 
be revenged of our Enemies ; -and what I have 
ſeen among:them, teaches me how it may be ef- 
fected. In a certain Mountain that I know of 
and can in a Day's March lead you to, there is a 
Cave where all the Nation of Owls meet, every 
Day. Now as this Mountain is environed with 
Wood, your Majeſty needs no more but to com- 
mand your Army to carry a great Quantity of 
that Wood to the Mouth of the Cave. I will 
be ready at hand to kindle the Woed, and then 
let all the Ravens flutter round about to blow the 
Fire into a Flame. By this Means ſuch Owls 
as ſhall adventure out, will be burned in the 
Flames, and ſuch as ſtay within ſhall be ſmother- 
ed; and ſo ſhall your Majeſty be delivered at 
once from all your Enemies. | 

The King highly approved the Raven's Coun- 
ſel, adored his Courage and Addreſs in his ad- 
venturous Enterprize, by which he had learned 


this; and ordering his whole Army to ſet forward, 


they did as Carchenas had contrived, and by that 
Means deſtroyed at one Inſtant all the Owls of 
the neighbouring Nation. 


By this Example we may ſee, that ſometimes 
Submiſſion to an Enemy is requiſite for the elud- 
ing of their wicked Deſigns : Of which the Fa- 
ble that follows is a yet further Proof. 
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A n LB l. 
The SERPENT and the FROGS. 


5 Certain Serpent once became old and 
| feeble, and no longer able to hunt abroad 
for his Food. In this unfortunate Condition, 
long he bewailed in ſolitude the Infirmities of 
Age, and wiſhed in vain for the Strength of his 
youthful Years. Hunger at length, however, 
taught him, inſtead of his Lamentations, a Stra- 
tagem to get his Livelihood. He went ſlowly on 
to the Brink of a Ditch, in the which there lived 
an infinite Number of Frogs that had juſt then 
elected a King to rule over them. Arrived at this 
Scene of Delight, the wily Serpent ſeemed to 
be very ſad, and extremely ſick; upon which 
a Frog popped up his Head, and aſked him what 
he ailed ? I am ready to ſtarve, anſwered the 
Serpent ; formerly I lived upon the Creatures of 
your Species which I was able to take, but now 
I am fo unfortunate, that T cannot catch any 
thing to ſubſiſt on. The Frog, on this Account, 
went and informed. the King of the Serpent's 
Condition, and his Anſwer to the Queſtion he 
aſked him. Upon which Report, the King went 
himſelf to the Place to look upon the Serpent, 
who ſeeing him, Sir, faid he, one Day as I was 
going to ſnap a Frog by the Foot, he got from 
me, and fled before me to a certain Derviſe's 
Apartment, and there entered into a dark Cham- 
ber, in which there lay a little Infant aſleep. At 
the ſame time I alſo entered in purſuit of my 
Game, and feeling the Child's Foot, which F took 
for the Frog, I bit in ſuch avenomous manner, that 
the Infant immediately died. The Derviſe on this, 
pravoked by my Boldneſs, purſued me with all his 

Might; 


ſiſtence. 
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Might ; but not being able to overtake me, he 


fell upon his Knees, and begged of Heaven for 
the Puniſhment of my Crime, that I might never 


be able to catch Frogs more, but that I might 


periſh for Hunger, unleſs their King gave me one 
or two in Charity; and, laſtly, he added to his 
Wiſhes, that I might be their Slave and obey 
them. Theſe Prayers of the Derviſe, continued 
theSerpent, were heard, and I am now come, ſince 
it is the Will of Heaven, to ſubmit myſelf to your 


Laws, and obey your Orders as long as I live. 


The King of the Frogs received his ſubmiſſive 
Enemy, with an Acceptance of his Services ; but 
at the ſame time, it was with great Diſdain and 


ſwelling Pride that he told him with a haughty - 


Taunt, that he would not diſobey the Heavens, 
but would make uſe of his Service : And, ac- 
cordingly the Serpent got into Employment, and 
for ſome Days carried the King upon his Back : 
But, at length, moſt potent Monarch, ſaid he, 
if you intend that I ſhould ſerve you long, you 
muſt feed me, elſe I ſhall ſtarve to Death. Thou 
ſayeſt very true, honeſt Serpent, replied the 


King of the Frogs, henceforward I allow thee to 


ſwallow two of my Subjects a Day for thy Sub- 
And this was all he had to wiſh for. 
Thus the Serpent, by ſubmitting to his Enemy, 
ſecured to himſelf, at his Coſt, a comfortable 
Subſiſtence during the Remainder of his Life. 


To conclude, moſt ſacred, Sir, ſaid Pilpay, 
your Majeſty ſees by theſe Examples, that Pa- 
tience is a noble Virtue, and that it greatly con- 
duces to bring about vaſt Deſigns. The wiſe 
Men of old, Sir, had ſufficient Reaſon to ſay, 
that Prudence goes beyond Strength : And your 
Majeſty may fee by what I have related, that a 
Man by his Wit may often redeem himſelf out 
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of Danger, But your Majeſty is alſo to remem- 
ber, that; theſe Examples often inform us, that 
we are never to truſt an Enemy, whatever Pro- 
teſtations of Friendſhip he make ; for in ſpite 
of all the fair Speeches in the World, we ought 
to know: that a Raven will. be a Raven ſtill. 
True Friends only are, therefore; to be relied 
upon; and the Gonverſation and Familiarity of 
a dene can bs truly beneGeigl to us. 
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